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PERMANENT CONFERENCE OF UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX
BISHOPS BEYOND THE BORDERS OF UKRAINE

A spiritual message to the beloved clergy and faithful entrusted to our spiritual care throughout
the world and to our brothers and sisters in the Faith throughout Ukraine as we celebrate
Nativity of our Lord and God and Savior — Jesus Christ — 2007

Dearly beloved Brothers and Sisters,
CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!

Once again the never ending
passage of time carries our thoughts back
to the Holy Night of the Nativity of the
Son of God — our Merciful Redeemer
and Savior — Jesus Christ.

All the earth and all mankind
relive the holiest of this Nativity night. The
thoughts of all follow the Bethlehem
shepherds and the Wise Men from the
East to Bethlehem and to the cave of
Christ’s nativity. On this night the
Bethlehem cave became the holiest place
on earth. Holy thoughts, elevated feelings,
prayers and hymns surround this cave —
the birthplace of the Savior of the .
world..and the first hymn of the holy
angels resounds over Bethlehem on the
holy night of the Nativity of our Savior: “Glory to God in the
highest, peace on earth and good will among men” (Luke
2:14) — is new and real — not old and dead. Our devout
Ukrainian nation celebrates on this Great Feast singing its
native carols, which have profound meaning and proclaim the
Holy Truth.

The Lord born to us — the Messiah for all mankind —
has brought this Divine Truth. As the Prince of Peace, He has
given mankind the Law of Love. He gave birth to a great
hope, a hope that the time will come when war will be
abolished, offensiveness and hatred among men will disappear
and mankind will follow the Path of God to Divine approval
and eternal peace.

Observing the ever changing world around us, we
are awed by the fact that empires have come and gone,
rulers and governments change with every passing day,
dictators, despots and conquerors — each having his day —
have passed on through the pages of history. In our cities
and villages, in our communities and in our families we also
see certain changes. Most certainly, we will continue to see
changes and with them other problems. Where will we go to
find peace and tranquility? To whom will we turn for peace,
a sense of balance and for strength? It is to our Lord Jesus
Christ that we must turn — the real Advisor. He waits for us
to make room for Him in our hearts, to provide us with
peace, joy, a sense of balance and abundance of life — all
from His Grace and Mercy.

Of all that has come and gone, amongst the .
rapid daily changes, only one kingdom remains
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unchanged — this is the Kingdom, which
was initiated in the little land of Palestine,
in the tiny city of Bethlehem. The King,
Who was born in the cave, Who was laid in
a manger, Who was rejected by mankind
but became a sacrifice for them on the
Cross — He reigns. He reigns in Heaven at
the Right Hand of the Father amongst His
holy angels. He reigns in every heart, which
opens itself to receive Him. He reigns in
His Holy Church, which follows His Holy
Gospel and casts aside all other authorities.
Our Heavenly Father has said of Him: “He
shall be great and shall be called the Son
of the Most High...and of His Kingdom there
shall be no end”. (Luke 1:32-33)

Our Savior, Whose Nativity we
celebrate, He is the “Wonderful Counselor,
the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father”.
(Isaiah 9:6) Let us, therefore, come to
Him, let us offer Him our meaningless lives
and He will give us peace, direction and a goal for our life.
Let us offer Him our weakness and He will give us strength.
To overcome our sorrow, He will give us joy. Let us come to
Him in our sinfulness, He will give us forgiveness and lead us
to perfection. Glory to God Who reigns! God is with us!

Dearly beloved in Christt We greet you on the
occasion of the Great Nativity Feast. May it lift our souls to
heavenly heights. May the New Year — 2008 — bring us all
good health, prosperity, inner peace and joy in Jesus Christ.

CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!

+ CONSTANTINE — Metropolitan,
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA and in Diaspora
+ JOHN — Metropolitan,
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
+ ANTONY — Archbishop,
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
+ VSEVOLOD — Archbishop,
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
+ I0OAN — Archbishop, Ukrainian Orthodox Church
in Diaspora — Australia and New Zealand Eparchy
+ YURIJ — Archbishop,
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
+ JEREMIAH — Bishop, Ukrainian Orthodox Church
of the USA — Eparchy of South America
+ ANDRIJ — Bishop, Ukrainian Orthodox Church in
Diaspora — Western Europe Eparchy
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CHRISTMAS

WITHOUT

CHRIST?

Very Rev. Dr. lhor Kutash

As we celebrate the great Feast of the Nativity
of Christ, let us refer to the Scriptures we read on this
occasion. We find cause for great joy, for the Epistle
(Galatians 4:4-7) points out that as Christians we have
the immense privilege of knowing ourselves to be God'’s
children whom God loves and to whose voices He listens
with constant and careful attention.

We also find a troubling note: in the Gospel
(Matthew 2:1-12) we hear of Herod’s concern to find out
the birth-place of the new King whom the Magi had
come to worship. His intent was desperate and malicious.
Herod had become so seduced by the need to be in
power over people’s lives, that he was now contemplating
the unthinkable - to take up arms and try to kill God’s
Anointed, the long-awaited Messiah whose coming he
ought to have greeted with joy and relief. He might have
said; “At last eternal peace and justice had come into the
world with the birth of the Promised One”. Instead his
one thought was how to prolong his own reign by killing
the Infant-King. In his madness for power Herod
determined to wage war on God Himself!

Thus even as we rejoice over the coming of the
Messiah in the warm stable at Bethlehem, we feel the
chill and dark outside it as Herod, inspired by Satan himself,
the long-time adversary of God, makes his dreary decisions
- identical to decisions made by power-mad people
throughout the ages: “I will kill without mercy any one
who stands in my way. Better that thousands of
innocent ones perish than that one opponent
remains alive”. Such is the seductive B9z
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power of evil over those who make material things their
priority over the eternal things of the spirit.

Let us beware, for the seduction that led Herod
to order the murder of the innocents of Bethlehem is
out to win us over as well! Herod was not a sub-human -
he was our brother. The firm will he showed in his attempt
to stamp out his opponent - even if that opponent was
God Himself, might have been put to wonderful use in
bringing about good in the world. If only Herod had not
let himself be diverted to evil!

Beware! We who hear and read these words are
also in danger of being similarly diverted! We may even
now be on the way to Herod’s sorry state. Lets examine
ourselves by asking: “What and why am | celebrating at
this time?” Is it really the birth of Christ? Or are we, like
so many, trying to get the high of Christmas without
Christ in it?

If it really is Christ's birth we are celebrating
then let us resolve with all our hearts to follow and
serve Him. Let us turn with all our hearts and souls to
love goodness and mercy as He does. Let us stop
considering such things to be weakness and see them for
the true and lasting power that they truly are! Let us get
to work on our thoughts and our intentions and keep at
it for the rest of our lives - and make our hearts and
minds the dwelling-place of Christ. Let Christmas remain
forever within our souls! Let’s welcome our true and

eternal King! Let’s proclaim that He truly is our King
by submitting to Him every bit of our lives.




Happy New Year

On September 14 (September 1st, Old Style), the
Orthodox Church will celebrate the beginning of its liturgical
New Year.

| remember one Ukrainian priest | met who insisted
on exchanging New Year's greetings on this day and
organized a visit to his bishop, together with a New Year’s
Moleben and concert.

To me, this makes great sense.

The fact is, our Church liturgical calendar does
not really recognize any other New Year than the one
on September 14th. Yes, this is part of our heritage from
Judaism (even though the Hebrew lunar calendar makes
New Year’s fall on different dates in the Gregorian
calendar). But a lot of our Church’s heritage is taken
from Judaism.

To recognize and celebrate September 14th as
the Orthodox New Year is to acknowledge a very spiritually
meaningful event. This marks the beginning of the New
Year of Grace, the opening to the rich liturgical celebrations
that punctuate the year and make available to us the
Grace of Christ which is the Holy Spirit. The Christian
Year is, in fact, an Icon of Christ Himself, as we celebrate
again the Economy of Salvation wrought by the Holy
Trinity through Christ. We have gotten into the habit of
celebrating our birthday together with our Namesday.
Yet, our Namesday is by far the more spiritually
meaningful. The same is true of September 14th!

There is also the cultural argument in favour of
a heightened observance of September 14th. Celtic
Christians, in the U.S. especially, are revitalizing much of
their ancient Celtic traditions. Among these is the
celebration of the Celtic New Year on October 3lst
(“Hallowe’en™). Their year is divided into four parts with
three months: Samhain or the Celtic winter beginning on
November 1st; Imbolc or the Celtic spring beginning on
February 1; Beltaine or the Celtic summer beginning on
May 1st and Lughnasadh or the Celtic autumn beginnin
on August 1st.

Other Christian traditions associated with diverse
nationalities also often celebrate their liturgical New Year’s
Days. The Ethiopian Orthodox Church celebrates
September 13 as its New Year’s Day as well.

The so-called “civil New Year's Day” has never
remained the same over time, unlike the liturgical
September 14th,

Originally, the Roman calendar recognized April 1st as
New Year’s Day. This is where the “April Fool's” traditions
come from. Accountants will still talk about March 31st
as the “fiscal year end.” This is why September, October,
November and December get their names from, literally,
the “seventh, eighth, ninth and tenth months.” One arrives
at this calculation only by counting from March

where March is the first month.
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Dr. Alexander Roman

It was only in the
nineteenth century that
Britain adopted January Ist
as New Year’s Day from the
one in March. Earlier,
Christmas Day marked the
beginning of the New Year in the West and then the
Octave, or eighth day of the Feast of Christmas which is
January 1st.

In 1918 after the Bolsheviks came to power, the
Julian Calendar was officially dropped as the civil calendar
of Russia and its subject nations. January 1st became the
civil new year and Ukraine and Russia today celebrate
January 1st as the civil new year’s day, disregarding the
date of January 14th as the Julian calculation.

I've received Christmas cards from my relatives
in Ukraine that wish a happy new year’s day first and
then come the Christmas greetings. It is unlikely that this
will change, whether or not the Church’s influence has
been re-established. To celebrate Orthodox New Year's
Day on September 14th is to go around this problem.

Liturgically, the Orthodox Nativity Season is marked
by three Holy Suppers, on the Nativity Eve, on the Eve of
the Naming and Circumcision of Jesus and on Epiphany
Eve. A very Holy time for us, nothing is taken away from
this Season by a more spiritual emphasis than is found in
what are really quite pagan civil new year’s traditions.
Malankas and other celebrations will also continue. But |
think the Malanka held each year by St Vladimir's Ukrainian
Institute in Toronto sets an example to all others where
such “Malankas” are merely an imitation of the new
year’s party celebrations to be seen in mainstream society.
The main reason | think we should celebrate Orthodox
New Year’'s Day is that it allows for a more spiritual
ushering in of the New Year of Grace. The civil new year
is anything but. When | was in Montreal several years
ago for New Year’s, | saw that there are parishes who
solemnize the civil new year in a very religious way. But
drinking and carrying on seems to be the general rule for
December 3lst.

While I am in no way advocating the abolition of
January 1st celebrations, the fact is, they will go on no
matter what and in the way they always have. September
14th is a way to mark the New Year in a deeply Christian
way.

On this day, we can wish one another much
continued growth in Christ in the new liturgical year with
a traditional Orthodox three-fold kiss in honour of the
Holy Trinity. Molebens can be served for the new vyear,
visits to the Bishop and other celebrations can be held.
For us, it can be one more way to affirm our unique
Ukrainian and Orthodox tradition and identity.

Happy New Year - Christ is among us!

He is and ever shall be!

+. 4 (128), 2007



TheTheophany: Seeing the Light

Dr. Alexander Roman

The twelve days of Christmas are celebrated in
a markedly different manner in the West than in the
East.

Following New Year, Western Christians begin
“winding down” by removing their trees and the like.

For Orthodox Christians, however, the Nativity
Season is now just beginning to really pick up in momentum.
We are now preparing for the great Feast of the
Theophany or the Baptism of Christ in the River Jordan
on January 19

Originally, the Nativity, the Feast of the 3 Kings
and the Theophany were all celebrated on one and the
same day. It was only later that Christmas was established
on the 25" of December.

The celebrations surrounding the Theophany
resemble those for the Feast of the Nativity. It is preceded
by another Holy Supper and special carols are sung. One
wouldn’t think of taking down one’s Christmas tree yet!
The Armenian Church, which celebrates 1,700 years of
Armenian Christianity this year, still observes Christmas
and Theophany as one Feast on January 6™,

In the Holy Land, where the Armenian community
adheres to the Old Calendar, Armenian Christmas is
celebrated on January 18™. Since they did not make the
necessary adjustment to the Calendar at the beginning
of the last century, they are one day behind us in observing
the Theophany. The same is true for those several Anglican
and Scots Presbyterian parishes in the United Kingdom
which still celebrate Yule or Old Calendar Christmas on
January 6 (not 7).

The Calendar, like the Liturgy, does not respect
time. For the last little while, our thoughts have been
focused on the Child in the Manger. Now our eyes of
faith see a fully- grown Man of thirty years as He
approaches St John the Baptist in the river Jordan.

But the liturgical theme is consistent throughout.
As on the Feasts of the Nativity and the Naming-
Circumcision, so too now Christ is revealed to the world
as the Incarnate Son of God.

The reality of His becoming Man is this time
underlined by His submission to the Baptism of John and
His fulfillment of the prophecies concerning the Messiah.
John the Baptist is more than a Prophet, as our Liturgy
sings, since he placed his hand on Him Who was foretold
by the Prophets as the Forerunner of the Lord.

There were those who thought that John was
himself the Messiah. This is why John goes to the lengths
he does to affirm his true role, the voice of one crying in
the wilderness, the voice of repentance to all of us to
make straight the way of the Lord Who is Al
coming to save us.

Vol. 4 (128), 2007

John was himself in the tradition of the great prophets
of Israel. We know from the Scriptures that he wore
animal’s hair on his body and ate locusts and wild honey.
All those who follow the monastic way of life follow
John in his mortification of bodily senses. Monks and Nuns
wear a leather scapular made from the hide of a dead
animal that symbolizes mortification. They also imitate
John in his fasting and deprivations in the desert.

The Theophany is a Feast of Enlightenment and
this is why prayer and fasting as exemplified in the life of
John the Baptist occupies so prominent a role as a means
of preparation to receive the Light Who is Christ.

Icons of St John the Baptist also often depict an
axe at the base of a tree. This symbolizes the cutting
down of all that is rotten and bad within ourselves through
repentance.

John is himself often portrayed with wings, given
his angelic way of life. The Ethiopian Saint, Takla Haymonot,
is likewise depicted.

St John Chrysostom wrote that many Angels come
down from Heaven and surround the Altar during the
Divine Liturgy. It is only that most of us can’t see them
with our sullied spiritual eyes.

And so, John the Baptist, the angel of the Lord,
knew, right away, Who it was that was coming to receive
Baptism from him. He knew that he was not worthy to

untie the sandal of Christ, let alone baptize him. He
da needed to be baptized by Christ, not the other

‘M\ way around!




But Christ stood in the river Jordan to sanctify
the water and make it a vehicle to carry Divine blessings
to all of humankind. Christ crushed the heads of the
serpents, the demons that inhabited the waters,
transforming the element of water in the process.

The element of water now becomes a true Source
of Life. Our immersion into its depths at Baptism signifies
our dying with Christ. Our being raised up above its waves
signifies our resurrection with Christ to new and everlasting
life.

That same water that cradled Christ is now a
mighty weapon for us. We may use it to bless ourselves
and all creation. We may also baptize, when a Priest is
not available, and impart Christ’s Life
to others. We drink the waters of the
Theophany because we have taken
on Christ who blesses, saves and
enlightens us.

The icon of the Theophany is
one of only four “official” icons of
the Holy Trinity that the Orthodox
Church especially blesses as such (the
others are the Old Testament Trinity,
the Icon of Pentecost and that of the
Transfiguration).

On this day, the entire Trinity
manifests Herself: Christ in the river
Jordan, the Voice of the Father and
the appearance of the Spirit in the
form of a Dove. Through Christ, the entire Trinity becomes
accessible to us, manifests Herself to us.

This is also why the Feast of the Theophany has

rivers and the services of blessing are conducted outdoors.

Anyone who has ever participated in the Ukrainian
feast of Yordan in the fullest possible measure will never
forget it!

Processions through the snow begin the services
as everyone winds down toward the frozen water. The
Priests thrusts the candles into the water and blows with
his mouth over it, in remembrance of the Spirit moving
over the waters at the beginning of time.

| remember a Portuguese Priest, a convert to
the Ukrainian Church, who was so in love with this tradition
that he insisted on performing it all outdoors, regardless
of how cold it was. He thrust his cup into the cold river as
he drank the blessed water three times.
His excitement over this great feast was
truly inspiring. He has gone to the Lord
since.

There is also the memorial of St
Isidore and 72 Orthodox Martyrs of the
Kyivan Church who were thrown into the
frozen waters for refusing to betray their
faith and traditions. Their incorrupt bodies
were found floating downstream two days
later.

Holy water is then taken by one
and all to drink and bless one’s homes
with. The Holy Supper is preceded with
the drinking of the Holy Water. Priests
take this opportunity to visit the homes
of their faithful to bless them and to spend some time
with them on a personal level.

The Holy Water is kept in a container all year

always been one during which new catechumens were with one’s Icons and other holy things. It is a kind of

baptized. The catechumen’s “Trisagion” is intoned: “You Communion to drink it three times (always on an empty

who have been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ!” stomach). It can also be used during times of temptation,
The Church has often seen in this Feast a stress and when one feels that evil is near.

memorial and celebration of our own baptism. In some On the Feast of the Theophany, the culmination

Churches, depending on the weather, people go into local of the Nativity Season, let us go with Christ into the
rivers and lakes to “replay” so to speak their own baptism. waters of Jordan and receive His Enlightenment and Joy.

There is still a tradition to have a white robe
prepared with a red Cross on the back and to wear this
into the River Jordan whenever one should happen to be
there. The robe is then kept as a sacred object.

Ukrainians wear their embroidered shirts to Church
as this was probably made from the white robe given to
them at their Baptism. The first garment a Priest wears is
probably that which all Christians at one time wore during
Church services, which was the Baptismal Robe.

New converts are encouraged to wear their robe
during the entire week following their Baptism. This is
why Easter Week is called “Bright Week.” Would that
the tradition of wearing the white Robe by all Christians
in Church be brought back! We could wear it at home
during our prayers and other family ceremonies. A truly
great tradition!

In the Ukrainian Church, Crosses are
cut from the ice on frozen lakes and

'

We have truly been baptized into Christ. Let us now put
on Christ!
Christ is being baptized! In the Jordan!

It Is time
to renew
your
subscription
of “VIRA-FAITH”
for 2008!

+. 4 (128), 2007



Al Ak AN

CoNNSSSS—

Sophia Bilynska

For the fourth consecutive year,
nearly a thousand visitors came through the
doors of the Ukrainian Cultural Center at the *“
spiritual headquarters of the Holy Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the USA in South Bound Brook/
Somerset, NJ, to participate in the annual Ukrainian Fall
Festival. Sponsored and directed by United Ukrainian
Orthodox Sisterhoods (UUOS) of the UOC of the USA,
the Festival is an annual celebration of the traditions and
customs of the Ukrainian-American people in the
community and a fundraiser for the construction of the
new Historical and Educational Complex which is currently
under construction.

Boasting fun and excitement for people of all
ages, the Festival is an event for the entire family. You
can enjoy music and other entertainment, unique and
tasty treats from the food booths, and browse through
cultural exhibits and other events celebrating the Ukrainian
heritage while children are amused by a variety of games
and prizes.

The Festival was made successful by the efforts
of the UUOS Executive Board (particularly Mrs. Olha
Krywolap and Mrs. Luba Shevchenko), whose members
initiated, planned and collected funds and food donations
for the event from the various local parish sisters and
sisterhoods in the area. Again this year, the Sisterhood of
St. Mary the Protectress in South Bound Brook, NJ, (Maria
Konyk - president) very generously donated a significant
portion of the food and food court/kitchen help along
with the Sisterhoods of St. Olha in Yardville, NJ and St.
Sophia in Baltimore, MD.

Festival organizers welcomed back this year
numerous vendors representing various businesses from
the Ukrainian community. Self Reliance Credit Union of
Jersey City was again a generous sponsor of the Festival
— thank you! Roman Hirnyak did a superb job as master
of ceremonies with the support of the Lev Agency —
Meest, which provided all the sound equipment and
technical audio services. Visitors to the Center and the
Ukrainian Fall Festival were able to see first hand the
early construction activities associated with the Church’s
multimillion project, the Historical and Educational Complex,
honoring the memory of millions that perished in the
Genocide of 1932-1933 in Ukraine, as well as the memory
of Ukraine’s first patriarch of blessed memory, His Holiness
Mstyslav I, whose name the museum will bear.

Performances of the dancing group “Barvinok”
from South Bound Brook, NJ and “Iskra” from Whippany,
NJ awed the audience. But, it was the youngest “Barvinok”
dance group members, who, with an average age of 5,
swept the onlookers to their feet in applause. A
special treat for festival attendees were the A
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the bandura, so elegantly played by the
Kalynon’ka Bandura Duet, from the
Philadelphia area.

The organizers of the 2007 Ukrainian Fall Festival
express their most sincere gratitude to everyone who
assisted in planning and executing the Church’s successful
outreach program, especially to Pani Nadiya Mirchuk, UUQOS
President, for her continued commitment and hard work
in raising funds for the museum; Tom O’Prandy, Ukrainian
Cultural Center Manager, without whose assistance the
event would not have been successful; and to Andrew
Shevchenko of the parents’ committee of the St. Andrew
School of Religion and Ukrainian Language in South Bound
Brook/Somerset, NJ, for organizing and staffing the
children’s games.

The 2008 Ukrainian Fall Festival is scheduled
for Sunday, October 26, 2008 at the Ukrainian Cultural
Center, South Bound Brook/Somerset, NJ. Mark your
calendars now — this is an event that you do not want to
miss!
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GroundBreaking
of Historical and
Educational Complex

It was a great day! The official ground breaking for the
proposed Historical and Educational Complex occurred on
Monday, August 6 as nearly 100 participants witnessed the
historical occasion on the church grounds adjacent to the
Consistory building in South Bound Brook, NJ.

The complex is a multipurpose facility that will provide
space for ongoing education and awareness of the history of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church, as well as museum space for over
8,000 invaluable religious and cultural artifacts. Equally
important, there will be a permanent Memorial and Exhibit
dedicated to the Ukraine famine of 1932-33, and space for the
recognition of Ukrainian-American members of the Armed
Forces. A very important component of this building is the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church Archive and Research Center and
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church Library and Ukrainian Cultural
Center that will facilitate education and research by clergy and
seminarians. The Visiting Art Exhibit Hall will provide space for
traveling art exhibits. The complex is designed to be an
invaluable educational tool and research center for all members
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church and the general public.

President of the Consistory of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of the USA, Archbishop Antony, opened the ground
breaking ceremony with the following prayer: “Most loving God,
we thank You that through faith You make us all members of
Your eternal family. We give thanks for all the love that You
send to draw our earthly families together, to heal us, and to
heal those who have gone before us. Fill this building with Your
divine presence, we pray. Pour out Your love to deepen the
fellowship to be shared here. Let Your wisdom guide us, and all
who will work to build His Home, and let Your presence
bless us, throughout this building process.”
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The Archbishop said, “Today is a significant day in the life
of the Holy Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA. After many
years of thoughtful planning, we gather here today to break
ground for the Ukrainian Educational and Historical Complex.
We welcome you and thank you for participating in this noble
event. We are appreciative of the moral and financial support
already given and appreciate your intent to see this project to
its conclusion. For those who may have some reservations, we
respectfully request that you view this as not just another
building, but a treasury from which the children of this and
coming generations can be nurtured at the wellspring of
knowledge.”

Mrs. Nadia Mirchuk, Presi-
dent, United Ukrainian Orthodox
Sisterhoods of the USA, greeted
the gathering with the good news
that her organization had already
raised $250,000 and that it will
continue its efforts to include an
endowment fund for operating
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Mrs. Nadia Mirchuk, President
of the United Ukrainian Orthodox Sisterhoods
addresses the 80 people present
for the Museum ground-breaking,
and declared that the organization would
continue to raise funds for an endowment fund.

Aida

dent of Protection of the Mother of
God (Pokrova) Sisterhood, South
Bound Brook, NJ, announced that
the Sisterhood would fulfill its
pledge of $100,000 to the Historical
and Educational Complex/Mu-
seum at our upcoming Sobor.
Archbishop Antony praised this
local sisterhood for its readiness
over the pastfifty years to assist the
Church with all its needs. The
sisterhood has given over one
million dollars to the church.

Dr. Stephen Sivulich, Direc-
tor, Office of Development, offered
thanks and appreciation to individu-
als, parishes and church organiza-
tions that have already contributed
very generously. He also indicated
thatan aggressive fund drive forthe
balance of $2.5 million that will
include an endowment fund would begin immediately. He
encouraged those present to provide him with names of
prospective donors.

Mr. Emil Skocypec, Property Manager, commented on
the construction phase of the building, and introduced Mark
Dobbs, who will serve as General Construction Manager of the
Complex/Museum project.

Mark Dobbs reflected on the construction process, and

expressed his joy of working with Archbishop Antony and Emil

Skocypec. He also reported that a Website would be
established and maintained to timely report the progress of

the ongoing construction.

Mr. Victor Rosynsky, President of
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TeifaTodeTaoe &'a Tai* Teude Edearear:
Olha Krywolap
221 Edridge Way

Catonsville, MD 21228
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Archbishop Antony poses and members
of the UUOS National Board
in South Bound Brook, NJ.

10T1°é ‘¢ 800TTp fafooedu

the Ukrainian Information Bu-
reau, Inc., addressed the
gathering and presented a
checkinthe amount of $58,500
in  memory of Patriarch
Mstyslav. Then, Mrs. Mary J.
Kramarenko presented acheck
in the amount of $30,000 in
memory of Patriarch Mstyslav
and dedicated to the memory of
her husband, Petro Kramarenko
who was cofounder and past-
president of the Ukrainian
Information Bureau, Inc.

Mr. Rosynsky, in behalf
of the Ukrainian Information
Bureau said: “We are pleased
to be able to participate in this
grand effort to construct a fine
tribute to our generation that
worked so hard to establish
recognition of Ukraine in the
USA and to rid a long held
conception that we are not an
entity, but part of neighbor
nations. This will also be a
place of memory and study for
future generations to learn how
difficult the task was to build
and sustain our Church and the
Ukrainian communities.”

Others participating in the actual ground breaking, with
shovels and hard hats included: Protopresbyter Taras
Chubenko, Consistory Member; Shirley Skocypec, Senior
Ukrainian Orthodox League; Kristin Albrecht (Youngstown,
OH) Junior Ukrainian Orthodox League; Ala Trochymchuk,
Treasurer, Friends of the Memorial Church Museum; and
Richard Jarmel, Engineer for the project.

The ground breaking ceremony was followed by a
delicious buffet lunch in the UOC Cultural Center where the
excitement of this historic eventwas repeated time and time
again.

Indeed, thiswas agreat day!

Information about the fund drive is available from:

~O

1. A=

Olha Krywolap
221 Edridge Way
Catonsville, MD 21228

=
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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX
SISTERHOODS At the 185h Sobor of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA -

October 6 - 8, 2007

The United Ukrainian Orthodox Sisterhoods (UUQS) is a Church affiliated
organization that works in cooperation with the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the
USA, playing an active and vibrant role in the life of the Church.

The UUOS held its 16" Convention on October 7t" — 9™ 2005, at which a
new Board was elected.

The work of the UUOS continues in two areas: the UUOS service to the
UOChurch of USA and humanitarian aid to Ukraine.

Fund raising for the Patriarch Mstyslav Museum and for the memorial to
the victims of the Artificial Famine was the dominant project during the last nine
years. To raise funds the UUOS sponsored in Bound Brook three Ukrainian Fall
Festivals, bazaars and sent out countless appeals for donations. Thanks to the
generosity of member sisterhoods and friends of the UUQOS, the Museum Fund has
reached $300,000. This sum includes donations for the Museum Endowment Fund,
established by the UUOS. The UUOS also provided assistance for the following:

Renovation of St. Andrew’s church  $15,240.00

Stipends for students in the USA $7,000.00
er 3 ?-F 2007 Humanitarian aid  $4,700.00
irook, NJ St. Sophia Seminary  $2,000.00

b o — UOL, All Saints Camps  $ 1,100.00
Patriarch Mstyslav Endowment Fund $1,000.00
Museum Fund in honor of protopresbh. W. Diakiw’s 50" anniversary  $1,000.00
Ukrainian Orthodox Word  $900.00
Library $100.00
TOTAL . .. .$33,100.00

We had the pleasure of welcoming a new member to the UUQS, namely
the St. Matrona Ladies Society of Sts. Peter and Paul Church in Carnegie, PA. The
Executive Board of the UUOS extends its warmest greetings and heartfelt invitation
to sisterhoods who are not yet members of the UUQS, to join us, so we can work
together for the benefit of our Ukrainian Orthodox Church, the Ukrainian community
and those in need of our help.

Our periodical “Faith” is our connection between sisterhoods through which
we share our experiences and ideas. We respectfully request that you subscribe to
our publication or purchase a subscription for members of your family, friends or
for the growing number of enthusiastic readers in Ukraine.

The UUOS assistance to Ukraine:
Stipends for needy students $16,450.00
Humanitarian aid $27,935.00
Kharkiv and Poltava UAOC Eparchy $6,500.00
Patriarch Mstyslav Collegium in Kharkiv $5,500.00
Churches in Volhyn $500.00
TOTAL $56,885.00

Packages (total weight of over 12,500 Ibs) containing computers, books,
copies of our publication “Faith” and humanitarian aid were sent to various regions
of Ukraine.

The success of UUOS work depends on the ‘ forward to your continued support in the future. May the

generosity of our parish sisterhoods and that of . ' Lord bestow His blessings upon you for your understanding

people of good will. We thank you for A | and generosity.

your generosity in the past and look s~9jg Taess Nadiya Mirchuk, UUOS President.
" ’ é +. 4 (128), 2007
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ga Turschak and Maria Kozura
ax— O0f Blessed memory

Mrs. Olga Turtschak

2AAT
1 12ATKO

Mrs. Olga Turtschak, 83, of F:I g
Deerfield Dr. East, passed away Tuesday AR
July 315t 2007, in her home.

She was born in Ukraine on August
- 23,1923, the daughter of the late Nicholas

AéelThy AOTTTP and Maria Kolowa. There she attended
afioeTh, UT 16 4adafiTy 2007 primary and secondary schools, and later
0. a¥a'égTa 60 a-ifiol nar \ the School for nursing. In 1942 Olga was
aai I T'gaiéT, aTaareore ~éar NayoT-0T(0UeT, Tadad’; | taken by the occupying Germans to Germany for forced

a20& 1 0TT, 1A, caéepame a il 6086 a66eei6 Nadp, | jabor. Shortly after the end of war, on May 23 1945, she

Tdeadaio aTiled Epareeo, aro+éo Edefoelo, adaoa| married Walter Turtschak. In 1949 they relocated to France,

I edaeea a Oéoa; I, aaelwo dTaeio a Oéda; i’ 0a NDA | and in 1956 immigrated to the United States and settled in

0a Tadaoy i NayoT-00T,6ueT 6adeae. Utica, N.Y. Here Olga worked for many years in a Beauty
ITOTOTI T &drdage a'aaoeefy 30 aadaniy 0| salon as a hairdresser. Mr. Turtschak passed away on Februrary

656@33—'I'é.‘l ,y(‘)l,ééé Na. Al'a63y 0 Aaata Aaééé, a TzﬁéV 20’ 2005, and O|ga retired the same year.

0TaT — TTiéTaeiieé Ta'a, ia yeTio, fa aaeaiiy She was a member of St.Mary’s Ukrainian Orthodox

adoeeie TTEETTAT, acka ToTaaaaia ca'déa fa OTI4| Church in Utica and a former member of StMary’s Ukrainian

I ocap 'T.Taodyosda Nfioefieada . Orthodox Church in Herkimer, N.Y., where she was a member
) A fiToTéTaee aaiu, 25-4T eTaoiy, AdGe1aiaded | of the local sisterhood and served many years as the president
Aaree aanedeea 1aa TTAeETP NaT. 2aafa 1afadead. | of the Parish Council. Olga is survived by her sister and
A Taa’ep 6 NayoT-03T 008 64884’ & 208°T"0TT' | several nieces, nephews and cousins in Ukraine.
4082 AANE6RATA TATA0RAd, A THEY T4 A'AAGARY| ——
TTIETAB0TE6 TA%, T2 JETIO TAGAOYTE, J&' T4 Aoee 1a| Eaderahye .
TTOTOTT, Azaicadee fiaT2aaia 1 Podies, ficcaase a 138y ETcpoa
ETAT Tai'you TTeddoae Ta OTia N6cap. C4'déa aada .
1,505 aTéada. E'oa .dd0aTaa0'a — iadaa TTeadoa. ITA'aTieyeiT ¢ aaeeeen
®aeéal, uT f7a 83-Tio6 8TO® ®e0y
Didi alaié@ea 6 a+inol AT 1ady ETcpaa,

(25. 6. 1925 - 16.20. 2007)

For all you gave to the world N ATAA A ATA A xx s s L s
Through oﬁr kir?dness and life lessons faioTaa aeia canoaéa 16-0& &'+19
Ygur{:mile illuminates my soul &8:876 tid atia I'ciod aiey caeeicea
And warms it with its iride)gcence i T2 TOETONTE BT4T0e & I'Taeis,
' a3 ATi14adadaaiiy 1a aadace ArTéeTp.

Ayéop+eé ATATA, ¢Th0asany «@aTp ! Taéa ianoy ae;daoe
It took such a good man yeop s y b uanoy ac ¢

To lead the life you led 5T6' TT4268 TAST TATTT6 6688, AT AT1408Ee T08;6488 &
And God now encased you

In the brilliant stars overhead 1949 810 ¢ aarg=1el felTt.
Tar 1ady 1acdeaca 4T fanodescaa NaANTOY, Tde

a
T

ATady a ABOT'T a&éé ! 4084 akoeATa ax &T
aTo, fatoTae. TTééia cadéeoeea a 46eATETIO fiN6080
sTeTaea TeETE0 ¢ yeeT ToTeeea 61 8%, 44T0 feia, 44
faaroee s epae i TAT Ai0éa, yéeé aoa i aToaMop oa Taceaaa
o “TTY Addar. TToTaatanar. 1ady 1a 0ddeTaiTio 6aeioad’
Na. ATady 6 Aeo1°T 43é8, 2E. xef TTOTOTIO A4Tdaaea
i

So when you are longed for
And missed at every chance
We will all look above
And take a moment glance.

To all the unimaginably compassionate people, | fxayqvosaii 72520y Na ATASY 1605, 1570, ATASAT EAGSTPE,
i

that opened the}r hearts and helped our family in its| < O+afio GRBETATTAT 5766 Na, ATAY.
misfortune, our sincere thanks.

We thank you and we love you!
Kristina Krause.

AexTA TAT'ROU TTE2EI2E T AD?!
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Donations
to the Museum in So. Bound Brook, NJ

$1,000.00 N.M. Mirchuk,

0O.G. Krywolap,

Self-Reliance Credit Union, NJ.
$200.00 L. Lukasz,

W. Topalnysky in memory of Mykola
Chumak.

-— 363 >

Donations

to the Museum in So. Bound Brook, NJ
in memory of lwan Mnishenko

$1,000.00 M. Mnishenko.

$100.00 M.N. Mirchuk.

$50.00 K. Krause, A. Mirchuck, O. Mirchuk,
N. Clark.

$40.00 J. Halij.

$20.00 L. Shevchenko, R. Wenke, G. Honcharenko,
W. Kozdoba.

$10.00 M. Konyk, I. Wenher, W. Muzychka,
Family Synenko, I. Shapowal, I. Postuchow,
O. Suchovij, A. Selepyna.

$5.00 V. Skorochod.

= 363s =

Donations to the Museum in So. Bound
Brook, NJ in memory of Daniel Dorozynsky

$100.00 M.N. Mirchuk,
O.G. Krywolap,
A. P. Trochymchuk,

UUOS of the USA.

$30.00 Family Hladun.

$25.00 A Hrybowycz.

$20.00 Rev. Bazylevsky, Family Bazansky,
A. Bojchuk, O. Brynovsky, A. Furmanec,
M. Zadojana, O. Pidhoreckyj, O.H. Redko,
L.O. Schevchenko, M. Jefremova.

$10.00 T. Parwa, J. Deval.

= 3633% &

Donations to the Scholarship Fund

$200.00 St. Olha Sisterhood, Silver Spring, MD.

Donations 07/14/2007 - 12/06/2007

Donations to Charity Fund

$500.00 V. Limonczenko.
$300.00 E. Calion.
$200.00 St. Olha’s Sisterhood, Silver Spring, MD.
$100.00 L. Wasynczuk, H. Swieczkowski.
$65.00 N. Zeliachiwsky.
$50.00 M.N. Mirchuk.

-— 363 5

Donations to UUOS Fund

$100.00 L. Pochtar in memory of Daniel
Dorozynsky.
$74.00 A. Hrybowych.
<= 2% ==
Donations

to the Kuzmycz Family Scholarship Fund

$50.00 L. Shevchenko.

S S8

Donations to the Renovations Fund of
St. Andrew’s Memorial Church
in South Bound Brook, NJ

$1,000.00

== =

St. Olga’s Sisterhood, Minneapolis, MN.

S S8

Donations to the “Vira” Press Fund

== =

$150.00 St. Olha’s Sisterhood, Chicago, IL.

$100.00 K. Korol and grandaughter N. How in
memory of mother and daughter Orycia
Korol, N. Kozuba in memory of Maria
Kozuba.

$50.00 Holy Cross Ukrainian Orthodox Church,
Utica, NY, J. Gura.

$25.00 V. Presko in memory of Daniel
Dorozynsky.

$10.00 St. Olha Sisterhood, Silver Spring, MD.

$5.00 M. Gregoret.
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On the occasion of this year’s celebration of the Nativity and Theophany
of our Lord, and also the New Year, the Editorial Staff of VIRA extends its most
sincere greetings to His Beatitude Metropolitan Constantine, His Eminence
Archbishop Antony and His Eminence Archbishop Vsevolod, Reverend Fathers,
the Reverend Deacons, the members of the Metropolitan Council, the members
and employees of the Consistory, the United Ukrainian Orthodox Sisterhoods,
the Ukrainian Orthodox League of the USA, the Saint Andrew’s Society, All
Saints Camp Administration, the administration, faculty and students
of St. Sophia Seminary, members of the Executive Parish Boards,
parish sisterhoods and brotherhoods, parish choirs, parish schools of religion and
Ukrainian studies, their teachers and students, and all devout members of our
Holy Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA.

¢a aadainTp www.uocofusa.org

Read our magazine “A?DA-FAITH” on the web page of the UOC of the USA
at www.uocofusa.org




