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ÒÂIÉ ÏÎÊÐÎÂ!ÒÂIÉ ÏÎÊÐÎÂ!ÒÂIÉ ÏÎÊÐÎÂ!ÒÂIÉ ÏÎÊÐÎÂ!ÒÂIÉ ÏÎÊÐÎÂ!
“Âåëè÷àºìî Òåáå, Ïðåñâÿòàÿ Ä³âî ³ øàíóºìî

Ïîêðîâ Òâ³é ÷åñíèé”, - ñï³âàºìî ìè ñüîãîäí³. Ðàä³ñíå äëÿ
â³ðóþ÷îãî ñåðöÿ ñâÿòî Ïîêðîâà Áîãîðîäèö³, áî íàãàäóº íàì
ïðî òå, ùî íå çàáóò³ ìè ó Ïðåíåïîðî÷íî¿ Ìàòåð³ ðîäó
õðèñòèÿíñüêîãî, Ïðåáëàãîñëîâåííî¿ Ä³âè Ìàð³¿!

Òîé ëèøå çäàòíèé çáàãíóòè öå, õòî ç â³ðîþ
ãëèáîêîþ î÷èìà Áëàæåííîãî Àíäð³ÿ ìîæå ñïîãëÿäàòè
ïðàâäèâå ñâ³ä÷åííÿ áåçíàñòàííîãî Áîãîñï³ëêóâàííÿ, äî ÿêîãî
ïîñò³éíî âåäå íàñ Ñâÿòà Öåðêâà. Àäæå òàê, ÿê êîëèñü 910
ðîêó â Êîíñòàíòèíîïîë³, ó Âëàõåðíñüêîìó õðàì³ Ïðåñâÿòà
Âëàäè÷èöÿ âèäèìî ïîêàçàëà Áëàæåííîìó Àíäð³þ òà éîãî
ó÷íåâ³ ªï³ôàí³þ ñâîþ íåáåñíó îï³êó, òàê ³ ñüîãîäí³ ç ðîêó â
ð³ê â³ä áàãàòüîõ á³ä çàõèùàº íàñ ñâÿòèé ̄ ¿ îìîôîð.

“Ïîêðèé íàñ â³ä âñÿêîãî çëà ÷åñíèì Òâî¿ì
îìîôîðîì!” - ç ãëèáîêîþ â³ðîþ çâåðòàºìîñÿ äî Ïðåñâÿòî¿
Ä³âè. Ùî æ òàêå ïîêðîâ Áîæî¿ Ìàòåð³ íàä íàìè? Öå -
çàñòóïíèöòâî ¿¿ çà íàñ, ãð³øíèõ, ïåðåä Ñïàñèòåëåì ³
Ãîñïîäîì íàøèì, çàñòóïíèöòâî, ÷åðåç ÿêå ïðîùàþòüñÿ íàø³
ãð³õè, ë³êóþòüñÿ íàø³ ñêîðáîòè.

Ïîêðîâ Áîãîìàòåð³ - öå ̄ ¿ ìîëèòâà çà íàñ, ùî ñëàáêó,
íåì³÷íó íàøó, ëþäñüêó ìîëèòâó ðîáèòü ñèëüíîþ ïåðåä
Ïðåñòîëîì Áîæèì. Ïîêðîâ Áîæî¿ Ìàòåð³ - öå ëþáîâ ̄ ¿ äî
íàñ, òà ëþáîâ, ùî ñïîâíþº ñåðöå ìèëîñåðäÿì, ³ òàêèì
÷èíîì äîïîìàãàº íàì ïðîêëàäàòè øëÿõ äî â³÷íîãî ñïàñ³ííÿ.

Íàä êèì ðîçïðîñòåðòèé öåé ïîêðîâ? Ìè çíàºìî ³ç
ñëîâà Áîæîãî, ùî Öåðêâà Õðèñòîâà - öå Ò³ëî Éîãî, ùî
Ãîñïîäü ²ñóñ Õðèñòîñ - Ãîëîâà öüîãî Ò³ëà, Ãîëîâà çàñíîâàíî¿
Íèì ñâÿòî¿ Öåðêâè. ² ïîêðîâ Áîãîìàòåð³ ïðîñòåðòèé íàä
Öåðêâîþ Õðèñòîâîþ, ÿê íàä Ò³ëîì Ãîñïîäà ²ñóñà Õðèñòà,
îñ³íÿº ³ êîæíîãî, õòî º ÷ëåíîì öüîãî Ò³ëà, êîæíîãî ñèíà ³
äî÷êó Ñâÿòî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè (êàíîí³÷íî¿).

Ãîñïîäü ²ñóñ Õðèñòîñ ïåðåä Ñâîºþ ñìåðòþ îá³öÿâ
ñâî¿ì ó÷íÿì, à ÷åðåç íèõ óñ³ì õðèñòèÿíàì, íå çàëèøèòè ¿õ
ñèðîòàìè, ³ Áîãîìàòè òåæ îá³öÿëà áóòè ç íèìè çàâæäè.

ßêùî Ñàì Ãîñïîäü, çà Éîãî ñëîâîì, íàçèâàº ñâî¿ìè
áðàòàìè ³ ñåñòðàìè òèõ, õòî ÷èíèòü âîëþ Îòöÿ Íåáåñíîãî
(Ìô. 12, 5), òî ÷è â³äìîâèòüñÿ íàçâàòè íàñ ñâî¿ìè ä³òüìè
Ìàòè Éîãî?

Ó ÷îìó âèÿâëÿºòüñÿ ïîêðîâ Áîæî¿ Ìàòåð³?
Â³ðóþ÷å ñåðöå çíàõîäèòü éîãî â óñüîìó, ÷èì ìè

æèâåìî: â íàøîìó äîáðîáóò³, â íàøîìó çäîðîâ’¿, â íàøèõ
óñï³õàõ, â íàøèõ çâè÷àéíèõ çåìíèõ ðàäîñòÿõ. Ïîêðîâ
Áîãîìàòåð³ âèÿâëÿºòüñÿ ³ â òèõ ñêîðáîòàõ, õâîðîáàõ òà
âèïðîáóâàííÿõ, ÿê³ Ãîñïîäåâ³, ¯¿ Áîæåñòâåííîìó Ñèíîâ³
óãîäíî ïîñèëàòè íàì çàäëÿ íàøîãî ñïàñ³ííÿ. Âîíà, çà ñëîâîì
ñâ. ²îàííà Çëàòîóñòà, - ïåðøà ïðèéìàº Áîæåñòâåíí³
äàðè ³ ïåðøà ðîçäàº ö³ äàðè ³ áëàãîñëî-
âåííÿ ëþäÿì, ÿê³ øóêàþòü äîïîìîãè â

Ãîñïîäà ³ ìèëîñòåé ó Íå¿ â ñâî¿õ ïîâñÿêäåííèõ
ïîòðåáàõ.

Âîíà ïîäàº ñâ³é ìàòåðèíñüêèé ïîêðîâ óñ³ì,
õòî æàäàº ñâ³òëîãî Öàðñòâà Íåáåñíîãî, äå Âîíà
ñòî¿òü ïåðåä Ïðåñòîëîì Áîæèì, êóäè óâ³éøëè âñ³
óãîäíèêè, âñ³ áëàãî÷åñòèâ³ ñëóãè Áîæ³, â³ðí³ Ãîñïîäåâ³.

Ìè ïðîñèìî Áîãîìàò³ð ó ÷èñëåííèõ íàøèõ
ìîëèòâàõ, ç ÿêèìè çâåðòàºìîñÿ äî Íå¿, ùîá Âîíà
äîïîìàãàëà íàì çä³éñíèòè íåëåãêèé øëÿõ äî â³÷íîãî
ñïàñ³ííÿ, ïîäàâàëà â íàøå ñåðöå äóõ ìîëèòâè ³
ïîêàÿííÿ, ï³äòðèìóâàëà íàñ ³ íå ïîçáàâèëà ñâîãî
ïîêðîâà. Ìè ̄ ¿ ïðîñèìî ³ â³ðóºìî â ̄ ¿ ìàòåðèíñüêó
äîïîìîãó, áëàãàþ÷è ç ãëèáèíè ñâîãî â³ðóþ÷îãî
ñåðöÿ: “Íå ìàºìî ³íøî¿ ïîìî÷³, íå ìàºìî ³íøî¿
íàä³¿, êð³ì Òåáå, Âëàäè÷èöå!”

Áëàãîñëîâåííÿì Áîæèì ñòâîðþþòüñÿ
ðîäèíè, íàðîäæóþòüñÿ ä³òè, âîçäâèãàþòüñÿ áëàãîâ³-
éí³ õðàìè íà ÷åñòü íàøî¿ Ïîêðîâèòåëüíèö³ Ïðèñíî-
ä³âè Ìàð³¿. ² í³õòî íå çìîæå òàê çáåðåãòè ¿õ, ÿê
Öàðèöÿ Íåáåñíà.

Íåõàé íàøå â³ðóþ÷å ñåðöå ïîâñÿê÷àñ
ï³äíîñèòü äî Ìàòåð³ Áîæî¿ âñ³ ñâî¿ ç³òõàííÿ, ïîòðåáè,
ñêîðáîòè é âèïðîáóâàííÿ!

Âîíà, ÿê Ðàä³ñòü ñêîðáîòíèõ, ÿê Ïîäàâà-
ëüíèöÿ äàð³â Áîæåñòâåííî¿ ìèëîñò³, ÿê íàøà Íåáåñíà
Ìàòè, âñå ïðèíåñå Ñâîºìó Áîæåñòâåííîìó Ñèíîâ³,
ó â³äïîâ³äü íà áëàãàííÿ â³ðóþ÷î¿ äóø³, ïðîñòÿãíå
Ñâ³é ìàòåðèíñüêèé ïîêðîâ íàä òèì, õòî â³ðóº â ¯¿
Áîæåñòâåííîãî Ñèíà, Ãîñïîäà íàøîãî ²ñóñà Õðèñòà
³ çâåðòàºòüñÿ äî Íå¿ ç â³ðîþ ³ ëþáîâ’þ.

Íåõàé æå ïîêðèâàº íàñ Íåáåñíà Ìàòè
Ñâî¿ì íåâè÷åðïíèì ìèëîñåðäÿì ó æèòò³ íàøîìó

çåìíîìó ³ íà çåìë³ ìàéáóòíüîãî â³êó!
 

o. ²îàí Ìèñ³â
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     eing a woman has never been an easy task, ever
since God said to Eve, “In pain you shall bring forth children”
(Genesis 3:16). But up until this century, it was at least a
fairly straightforward one. Every little girl grew up knowing
exactly what was required of her in life, and learned, if
not to like it, at least to accept it.

In the twentieth century, all this has changed. Not that
being a woman has gotten any easier, in spite of
multitudes of “labor-saving” household devices and the
rather dubious advantages of “having it all.” (What nobody
told my generation, the later baby-boomers, when we
were embarking on our careers and families was that
“having it all” really only meant having twice as much
work!) But while hard work is still with us, modern women
have lost their clear direction for life. We are confronted
with a cacophony of voices and choices, each beckoning
us onto a different path that promises “fulfillment”

The world gives us many options, ranging from the ultra-
conservative image of the cowering, mouselike wife living
in total subjection to her overbearing husband, to the
upwardly mobile business or professional woman who can’t
be bothered with annoying distractions such as children.
On the farthest fringe, we hear the radical feminists
calling every woman to become a (preferably Lesbian)
manifestation of the earth-goddess.

Although the world offers these and countless other
choices, it fails to provide any satisfactory means of
determining which of these paths (if any) is really the
right one. Even the various churches have not been able
to present a united front or to give women any clear,
reliable direction as to how we ought to order our lives
or what sort of model we ought to follow.

Indeed, most churches seem to be just as confused as
individual women are as to how to respond to rapidly
changing social conditions and the demands of feminism.

So where does all this leave us? Must we choose between
equally unacceptable extremes, or is there another way?
Is there a way that offers peace amidst chaos; that
speaks of balance and right proportion; that offers eternal
rather than temporal regards; that promises true
fulfillment, not of passing earthly desires and ambitions,
but of the deepest longings of our souls?

There is indeed such a way, and it is to be found
within the Orthodox Church. The Orthodox

model of womanhood is based upon the wisdom of the
ages rather than the shifting sands of philosophical fads.
The Orthodox way sees woman as God sees her – as a
creature of honor and dignity, with gifts and responsibilities
uniquely her own, with her own essential role to play in
the salvation of mankind.

To flesh out that vision and see it more clearly, we must
look first at the historical development of the place of
women within the community of faith.

IN THE BEGINNING

To understand the history of women in the Church, we
have to go back to the very beginning: to Eve. Church
Fathers and scholars have expressed a variety of opinions
about Eve, about the nature of her relationship with
Adam before the Fall, and about the true significance of
the “curse” laid on her after the Fall. But beyond all the
controversy, several things are clear:

I) Eve was created in the image of God, just as was
Adam. “So God created man in His own image; in the
image of God He created him; male and female He
created them” (Genesis 1:27). In their essence as created
beings, men and women stand with equal worth and
honor before God.

2) Eve was created to be Adam’s “helper” (Genesis 2:18).
This does not mean she was to be his servant, still less his
slave. The Hebrew word used here (ezer) is often used of
God Himself as the Helper of His people. Clearly, the
relationship intended is one of mutual cooperation, not of
domination. Adam, on the other hand, was given the task
of naming the animals before Eve was made from his rib:
so the work of “subduing the earth” was primarily his.

3) Eve, as we all know, made a dreadful mistake. She
listened to the seductive words of the serpent and, without
consulting her husband, ate the forbidden fruit, thus
condemning herself and all her progeny to a life outside
Paradise. Some have speculated that Satan chose to tempt
Eve rather than Adam, not because she was weaker, but
because he knew that Adam would follow her in her sin
(making him equally guilty). The righteousness of the world
was entrusted to Eve’s keeping, but she did not keep the
trust.

4) As a result of her sin, Eve was condemned to sorrow
and pain in childbearing, and to a life of

What Is an Orthodox Woman?
by Katherine Hyde
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(Continued on p. 8)

subordination to her husband (Genesis 3: 16). The wording
of this curse (“you shall have sorrow… he shall rule”)
suggests that God was simply predicting what would
happen to women living in a fallen world, rather than
deliberately laying a punishment upon them. Certainly
the curse is an accurate description of what happens to
women when they are left at the mercy of fallen men.

So we have a picture of God’s intention for men and
women - a relationship of loving cooperation between
two people equal in value and honor, but differing in
roles. And we have a picture of that relationship perverted
by sin: women bound by their own desire and their need
for children to men who wrongfully dominate and belittle
them. But in that very hour when God pronounced the
fate of fallen woman, he also pronounced her hope: the
Seed that would bruise Satan’s head.

THE SECOND MOTHER

The next great epoch in the history of women is embodied
by the one who has been called the second Eve, as Christ
is the second Adam: Mary, the Mother of God. As it was
given to a woman to exercise her free will to banish all
humanity from Paradise, so it was given to a woman to
provide, by her own will, the means of man’s restoration
to his blessed state. Without Mary’s willing and complete
surrender to the will of God, there could have been no
Incarnation, and thus no crucifixion and no Resurrection -
in other words, no Savior and no salvation for mankind.

As Eve was the mother of all mankind, so it was through
motherhood that Mary gave this most precious gift to all
humanity. Thus Mary became the Mother of all those
who would become the children of God. In Mary we see
the epitome of all that redeemed woman can become -
a state even more glorious than that Eve held before
her Fall. Consider some of the qualities that make Mary,
the Mother of God, the ultimate model around which
our lives, even in this modern, frenetic day and age. can
and must be molded:

1) Mary willingly submitted to the will of God. Although
she was chosen, she was not forced: her obedience was
voluntary and wholehearted. Later, as Joseph’s wife, she
also submitted willingly to her husband - she who had
known God more intimately than any other human being
as she carried Him within her womb.

2) Mary responded to God in faith. What was asked of
her must have been frightening and was certainly
dangerous; but Mary trusted the love of God for her
protection.

3) Mary risked everything for motherhood. In her
society, for a young woman to become
pregnant outside of marriage was the

ultimate degradation. Had Joseph been a hardhearted
man, Mary could have become a complete pariah,
ostracized by her neighbors, unable to marry, with no
means of supporting herself and her child. How many
women in our society have chosen abortion rather than
face circumstances less difficult than these? But Mary
chose rather to risk her own life to give life to another.

4) Mary took on the role of interceding for men and of
leading them to Christ. At the wedding at Cana, she first
made known the people’s need to her Son, knowing in
spite of His protests that He would fill that need; then
she said to the people, “Whatever He says to you, do it”
(John 2:5). She thereby exhorts us all, her spiritual children,
to respond to Christ with the same loving, trusting
obedience she herself showed.

Paul Evdokimov, in his book Woman and the Salvation of
the World (St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press. 1994), sums up
the spiritual role (or “charism”) of women, as exemplified
by Mary, thus: to give birth to Christ in other people. We
may be called to physical motherhood, to pass on our
faith to our children: or we may be called to spiritual
motherhood, to show forth the image of Christ to all
men and call them to Him.

WOMEN IN THE CHURCH

Christ showed, through His own behavior to women and
through His teaching to His disciples, that while the place
for proper headship and divinely established authority
remained a constant both in the home and in the Church,

a significant shift had occurred in the old order of
male/female relationships which had prevailed
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ßê ïîêèäàëè çàïîðîæö³
Âåëèêèé Ëóã ³ ìàò³ð Ñ³÷,

Âçÿëè ç ñîáîþ Ìàò³ð Áîæó.
À á³ëüø í³÷îãî íå âçÿëè...

Öèõ ñë³â ³ç ïîåìè
Øåâ÷åíêà “²ðæàâåöü” íèí³ íå
çíàº ëèøå òîé, õòî âçàãàë³ í³÷îãî
çíàòè íå õî÷å. Òèì÷àñîì ñëîâà
ö³ â³äîáðàæàþòü ðåàëüíèé
³ñòîðè÷íèé ôàêò, óâ³÷íåíèé
çîêðåìà ³ â êàðòèí³ íåâ³äîìîãî
õóäîæíèêà “Çàïîðîæö³ õîâàþòü
³êîíó Ïîêðîâè”.

Â³äîìî, ùî íàéá³ëüøå
êîçàöüêèõ öåðêîâ ó Çàïîðiææ³
áóëî ïðèñâÿ÷åíî ñàìå Áîãî-
ðîäèö³. Çíàºìî òàêîæ, ùî ïåð-
øîþ ìóðîâàíîþ öåðêâîþ â
Óêðà¿íñüê³é çåìë³, çáóäîâàíîþ
Âîëîäèìèðîì Âåëèêèì ï³ñëÿ
ïðèéíÿòòÿ õðèñòèÿíñòâà, áóëà
Áîãîðîäè÷íà öåðêâà - â³äîìà ÿê
Äåñÿòèííà - ïðèñâÿ÷åíà Óñï³ííþ
Áîæî¿ Ìàòåð³.

Íàñòóïíèê Âîëîäèìèðà
ßðîñëàâ Ìóäðèé òåæ áóäóº
Çîëîò³ âîðîòà ç íàäáðàìíîþ
öåðêâîþ, ïðèñâÿ÷åíîþ Áëàãî-
â³ùåííþ Ìàòåð³ Áîæî¿. Áîãîðî-
äèö³ ïðèñâÿ÷óºòüñÿ é çàêëàäåíà
â 1073 ð. ïðåïîäîáíèì Ôåî-
äîñ³ºì öåðêâà â Êè¿âî-Ïå÷åð-
ñüêîìó ìoíàñòèð³.

Ó “Ñëîâ³ ïðî ïîõ³ä ²ãîð³â” ÷èòàºìî, ùî ïîâåð-
íóâøèñü ³ç ïîëîâåöüêîãî ïîëîíó, êíÿçü íàéïåðøå ³äå
äî öåðêâè Áîãîðîäèö³ Ïèðîãîù³ íà Ïîäîë³, ùîá â³ääàòè
¯é ïîäÿêó çà âèçâîëåííÿ ç ïîëîíó.

Òà é ó ñàì³é Ñîô³¿ Êè¿âñüê³é ÷³ëüíå çàïðåñòîëüíå
ì³ñöå çàéìàº Ìàòè Áîæà Îðàíòà - Ìîë³ëüíèöÿ çà íàøó
çåìëþ.

²ñòîðèê Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Öåðêâè ². Âëàñîâñüêèé
òâåðäèòü, ùî ïîñåðåä ñþæåò³â â³çàíò³éñüêî¿ ³êîíîãðàô³¿,
ÿê³ ïðèéøëè â Êè¿âñüêó Ðóñü ç ïðèéíÿòòÿì õðèñòèÿíñòâà,
íàéóëþáëåí³øèìè é íàéïîøèðåí³øèìè ñòàþòü ñàìå
Áîãîðîäè÷í³ ñþæåòè, ÿê âò³ëåííÿ íàéâèùîãî ñâÿòîãî
³äåàëó. Ïðî íàäçâè÷àéíå ïîøèðåííÿ Áîãîðîäè÷íèõ
ñþæåò³â ùå â äîìîíãîëüñüê³ ÷àñè ñâ³ä÷èòü ³ òà îáñòàâèíà,
ùî ºäèíîþ ³êîíîþ, ÿêà ä³éøëà äî íàñ â³ä Õ²²² ñòîë³òòÿ, º
îáðàç Áîãîðîäèö³.

Áåçë³÷ ïðèêëàä³â ëþáîâè äî
Ïðå÷èñòî¿ Ä³âè ÿê âç³ðöÿ óñ³õ ÷åñíîò,

âò³ëåííÿ êðàñè íåáåñíî¿ é çåìíî¿
äàº íàì ë³òåðàòóðà 17-18 ñòîë³òòÿ.
Îäíó ³ç íàéïîåòè÷í³øèõ, ÿ á
ñêàçàëà, íàéáàðîêîâ³øèõ ïðîïî-
â³äåé, ïîäàíèõ â çá³ðíèêó “Êëþ÷
ðîçóì³í³ÿ”, ïðèñâÿ÷óº Ä³â³ Ìàð³¿
²îàíèê³é Ãàëÿòîâñüêèé, çàêëè-
êàþ÷è áóäóâàòè “öåðêâè íà ̄ ¿ ³ì’ÿ,
ðèñóâàòè ¿¿ íà ñð³áë³ ³ íà çîëîò³,
áî âåëèêà º Ìàð³ÿ, ùî âåëèê³ ðå÷³
ó÷èíèëà: çâàæèëà âîãîíü, çì³ðÿëà
â³òåð ³ çàâåðíóëà íàçàä äåíü
ìèíóëèé”.

“Ðîñîþ óñòðàøåí³ÿ âî-
ðîã³â” íàçèâàº Ñâ³òëó Ä³âó Äè-
ìèòð³é Òóïòàëî (ñâ. Äèìèòð³é Ðîñ-
òîâñüêèé) ó êíèç³ “Ðóíî îðî-
øåííîº” (1683 ð.), ö³ëêîì â äóñ³
ïîåòè÷íîãî áàðîêî òà ñåðåäíüî-
â³÷íî¿ ì³ñòèêè íàäàþ÷è ñèìâî-
ë³÷íèõ çíà÷åíü êîæí³é ë³òåð³ ³ìåíè
Ìàð³ÿ, â³äïîâ³äíèõ çíà÷åííÿì
ìàã³÷íèõ êàìåí³â, “êîæäî æå èõ
ñâîéñòâîì í³êóþ äîáðîä³òåëü
Ìàð³èíó èçîáðàçóþòü”.

Ñâîºð³äí³ñòü óêðà¿íñü-
êîãî õðèñòèÿíñòâà, íà â³äì³íó â³ä
â³çàíò³éñüêîãî ÷è ï³çí³øå - ðîñ³é-
ñüêîãî, ÿêðàç ³ ïîëÿãàëà â òîìó,
ùî âîíî íå ïðîâîäèëî ð³çêî¿
äåìàðêàö³éíî¿ ë³í³¿ ì³æ çåìíèì
³ íåáåñíèì, à ïîºäíóâàëî ¿õ ó
íàðîäí³é äóø³ ³ áóòò³.

ßê êîëèñü â äîõðèñòèÿíñüê³ ÷àñè íàðîä
çàïðîøóâàâ íà ïðàäàâíº Ð³çäâî âñ³ ñòèõ³¿, òàê ³ òåïåð
Áîã, Áîãîìàò³ð, õðèñòèÿíñüê³ ñâÿò³ ñïðèéìàþòüñÿ íàðîäîì
íå ÿê íåäîñÿæíà àáñòðàêö³ÿ, à ÿê îñîáè, ïðè÷åòí³ äî
æèòòÿ êîæíî¿ ñ³ì’¿ é êîæíî¿ ëþäèíè. Òîìó â óêðà¿íñüêèõ
êîëÿäêàõ çà ñòîëîì ó ãîñïîäàðÿ “Ñàì Õðèñòîñ ñèäèòü”,
Ä³âà Ìàð³ÿ çîëîòèì ïëóæêîì óäîâèíó íèâêó îðå, à ó
âåñ³ëüíèõ ï³ñíÿõ “Áîãîðîäèöÿ êðàé â³êîíöÿ ñòî¿òü”,
áëàãîñëîâëÿþ÷è íàðå÷åíó.

Ùèðå é áåçïîñåðåäíº ñïðèéíÿòòÿ â³ðè,
çàñâîºííÿ ¿¿ íà ð³âí³ ñåðöÿ, à íå äîãìè, ñïîíóêàëî äî
âèòâîðåííÿ ñàìîáóòíüîãî óêðà¿íñüêîãî ñòèëþ
íàñàìïåðåä â çîáðàæåíí³ íàéóëþáëåí³øèõ ñâÿòèõ, à
îñîáëèâî - Ìàòåð³ Áîæî¿.

Òîæ ³ íå äèâíî, ùî íà ³êîí³ “Ââåäåííÿ äî õðàìó
Ïðåñâÿòî¿ Áîãîðîäèö³” 18 ñò. áà÷èìî ñâ. ²îàêèìà - â

óêðà¿íñüê³é âèøèâàí³é ñîðî÷ö³, æ³íîê - â íàì³òêàõ
òà êîðàáëèêàõ, à þíó Ìàð³þ ñóïðîâîäæóº

Âøàíóâàííÿ Áîãîðîäèö³
â ë³òåðàòóð³ é ìèñòåöòâ³ Óêðà¿íè X - XVIII ñò.
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ö³ëèé ãóðò ä³â÷àòîê, âáðàíèõ ó â³íî÷êè ç³ ñòð³÷êàìè.
Â îäí³é ³ç íåùîäàâíî çàïèñàíèõ ìíîþ êîëÿäîê

ñêàçàíî (í³ á³ëüøå, í³ ìåíøå) îòàêå:
Äèâî äèâíå ñòàëî â ñâ³ò³:

À â Êèéîâ³ íà ïîâ³ò³
Ä³âà Ñèíà ñïîðîäèëà!

............
Êèòàéêîþ ïîêðèâàº,

Ñèí äî íå¿ ðîçìîâëÿº.
Òðóäíî Õðèñòà ïîòà¿òè!..

Äëÿ çàéäè-÷óæèíöÿ öå - â³äñòóï â³ä êàíîí³â,
òåîëîã³÷íå íåâ³ãëàñòâî, æàõ! À äëÿ íàñ - íåñïðîñòîâíå
ñâ³ä÷åííÿ íàéãëèáøîãî ïðèéíÿòòÿ íàðîäîì õðèñòèÿí-
ñòâà, ÿêå ïðîéøëî ÷åðåç éîãî äóøó, ñòàëî ð³äíèì,
íåâ³ää³ëüíèì â³ä ö³ëîãî áóòòÿ.

Çðåøòîþ, ³ âåëüìè ãðàìîòí³ â êàíîí³÷íèõ ïèòàí-
íÿõ ÷óæèíö³ çàõîïëþâàëèñÿ óêðà¿íñüêîþ ³êîíîãðàô³ºþ.
Òàê, ñèð³ºöü-³íòåëåêòóàë, àðõèäèÿêîí Ïàâëî Àëåïñüêèé
(ñåêðåòàð ïðè ïàòð³ÿðõîâ³ Ìàêàð³¿), ùî ñóïðîâîäæóâàâ
Àíò³îõ³éñüêîãî ñâÿòèòåëÿ â éîãî ìàíäð³âö³ ÷åðåç Óêðà¿íó
(1654 ð.) ïèñàâ ïðî óêðà¿íñüê³ ³êîíè: “ß áàãàòî îáðàç³â
áà÷èâ, ïî÷èíàþ÷è ç ãðåöüêèõ êðà¿â ³ äî Ìîñêâè, àëå
í³äå íå áà÷èâ í³÷îãî ïîä³áíîãî é ð³âíîãî äî öüîãî”.

Ïîºäíàííÿ çåìíîãî é íåáåñíîãî íàäçâè÷àéíî
ÿñêðàâî âèðàæåíå â Áîãîðîäè÷èõ ³êîíàõ Çàïîðîææÿ, ò.
çâ. Êîçàöüêèõ Ïîêðîâàõ. Äîñë³äíèêè òâåðäÿòü, ùî çà
âåñü ÷àñ ³ñíóâàííÿ Ñ³÷³ êîçàêàìè áóëî çáóäîâàíî 24
öåðêâè: 13 ³ç íèõ áóëè Ïîêðîâñüêèìè, 8 - Ñâÿòî-
Ìèêîëà¿âñüêèìè ³ 3 - ïðèñâÿ÷åí³ Àðõèñòðàòèãó Áîæîìó
Ìèõà¿ëó. Òîæ, ñë³ä äóìàòè, é Ïîêðîâñüêèõ ³êîí áóëî â
öèõ öåðêâàõ áàãàòî.

Âèçíà÷àëüíèé ñòèëü Êîçàöüêèõ Ïîêðîâ - öå
ñòèëü óêðà¿íñüêîãî áàðîêî, ùî ïîºäíàâ óêðà¿íñüêó
æèâîïèñíó òðàäèö³þ ç åâðîïåéñüêèì Ðåíåñàíñîì. Íà
³êîíàõ öüîãî òèïó (¿õ çáåðåãëîñÿ âñüîãî ê³ëüêà) áà÷èìî
ïîðòðåòí³ ïîñòàò³ ãåòüìàí³â, êîçàê³â, öàðÿ òà äóõîâåíñòâî.
Íàéâ³äîì³øîþ º ³êîíà ²² ïîë. 17 ñò., äå Áîãîðîäèöÿ
çîáðàæåíà íà âñþ âèñîòó ³êîíè, à ñåðåä ìîë³ëüíèê³â,
ÿêèõ Âîíà ïîêðèâàº ñâî¿ì îìîôîðîì, ïîðó÷ ç öàðåì
Îëåêñ³ºì (“Òèøàéøèì”) ñòî¿òü Áîãäàí Õìåëüíèöüêèé ç
ãåòüìàíñüêîþ áóëàâîþ, ç âïåâíåíèì, çâåðíåíèì íà
ãëÿäà÷à ïîãëÿäîì.

Çíà÷íî â³äð³çíÿºòüñÿ â³ä îïèñàíî¿ Ïåðåÿñëàâñüêà
Ïîêðîâà - çàïðåñòîëüíà ³êîíà Ïîêðîâñüêî¿ öåðêâè â
Ïåðåÿñëàâ³, çáóäîâàíî¿ ïîëêîâíèêîì ²âàíîì Ìèðîâè÷åì
ó 1708 ð. Öå ñïðàâæíÿ ñâ³òñüêà êàðòèíà ç êîëîíàäîþ â
ãëèáèí³, ç öàðåì, ùî òðèìàº ñê³ïåòð ³ äåðæàâó; ç
öàðèöåþ â ïóðïóðîâèõ, çîëîòîì îòîðî÷åíèõ øàòàõ; çà
öàðåì ³ öàðèöåþ - êîçàöòâî. Ç äðóãîãî áîêó -
ìèòðîïîëèò ïðè ïîâíîìó îáëà÷åíí³, ³ºðîìîíàõè,
ñâÿòèòåë³. Áîãîðîäèöÿ â ñîíì³ Ñâÿòèõ òà Íåáåñíèõ Ñèë
- óãîð³, ëåäü-ëåäü ñõèëèâøè ãîëîâó, òðèìàº îìîôîð
íàä ìîë³ëüíèêàìè. Öå 1708 ð³ê. Ùå íå áóëî Ïîëòàâñüêî¿
áèòâè é òðàãåä³¿ Áàòóðèíà. Òà ãåòüìàíà ç áóëàâîþ âæå
íà ³êîí³ íå áà÷èìî. ² ÷îìó òàê³ ñóìí³ òà ñóâîð³ êîçàöüê³
îáëè÷÷ÿ? Íàâ³òü ó ôóíäàòîðà öåðêâè
ïîëêîâíèêà Ìèðîâè÷à, ÿêèé íà÷åáòî

ìàâ áè ðàä³òè, â ñóìíî çâåäåíèõ áðîâàõ çàñòèãëî ÿêåñü
òðèâîæíå ïèòàííÿ.

Ìîæëèâî, òî íàñë³äîê á³ëüø ÿê 10-ë³òí³õ ìè-
òàðñòâ, ïîâ’ÿçàíèõ ç â³äêðèòòÿì Ïåðåÿñëàâñüêî¿ ºïèñêîï³¿,
ùî, ÿê ïèøå âæå çãàäóâàíèé ². Âëàñîâñüêèé, “áóëè
äóæå ïîêàçîâèìè â ñïðàâ³ “çàõîâàííÿ äàâí³õ ïðàâ ³
ïðèâ³ëå¿â” Êè¿âñüêî¿ ìèòðîïîë³¿ òà äëÿ õàðàêòåðèñòèêè
“àâòîíîìíîãî” ¿¿ óïðàâë³ííÿ”?

À ìîæëèâî, êîçàêè äóìàþòü ïðî ñâî¿õ ïîáðà-
òèì³â, ùî ìàñîâî ãèíóëè íà áóä³âíèöòâ³ öàðñüêèõ ôîðòåöü,
íàêëàëè ãîëîâàìè â Êðèìñüêèõ òà Àçîâñüêèõ ïîõîäàõ,
ïðîëèâøè “êðîâ äîáðó, íå ÷îðíó íå çà Óêðà¿íó”?

À ìîæå, ðàä³ñòü ³ âèïîãîäæåí³ñòü ç êîçàöüêèõ
îáëè÷ ñòåðòî ùå Êîëîìàöüêîþ óãîäîþ 1687 ðîêó, ùî
â³äâåðòî “çàïåðå÷èëè äåðæàâíèé õàðàêòåð ãåòüìàíñüêî¿
âëàäè, à ðàçîì ç òèì ³ äåðæàâí³ñòü Óêðà¿íè” (Í.
Ïîëîíñüêà-Âàñèëåíêî)?

Ïðîòå Ïåðåÿñëàâñüêà Ïîêðîâà - öå ùå ³êîíà-íàä³ÿ.
Óêðà¿íñüêå äóõîâåíñòâî ùå ïðåäñòî¿òü ïåðåä Ìàò³ð’þ
Áîæîþ çà óêðà¿íñüêå êîçàöòâî òà çåìëþ Óêðà¿íñüêó.

Òà îñü Ïîêðîâñüêà êîçàöüêà ³êîíà, íàïèñàíà íà
ïî÷àòêó 70-õ ðîê³â 18-ãî ñòîë³òòÿ. ²êîíà - â³ä÷àé. Çâåðíåííÿ
äî Ìàòåð³ Áîæî¿ - ÿê îñòàííüî¿ íàä³¿ é îñòàííüîãî çàõèñòó.

ßêùî íà ³íøèõ êîçàöüêèõ Ïîêðîâàõ óâåñü ïðîñò³ð
çàïîâíåíèé ïðåäñòîÿòåëÿìè òà ìîë³ëüíèêàìè çà Óêðà¿íó
é âî¿íñòâî êîçàöüêå, òî öÿ ³êîíà âðàæàº ö³ëêîâèòîþ
ñàìîòí³ñòþ äâîõ íåâåëèêèõ ãðóï êîçàöòâà â íèæí³é
÷àñòèí³ ³êîíè. Í³êîãî é í³÷îãî íåìàº ïîì³æ Áîãîðîäèöåþ
íà õìàð³ é êîçàöòâîì íà çåìë³, ñåðåä ÿêîãî íà ïåðøîìó
ïëàí³ ñïðàâà áà÷èìî îñòàííüîãî êîøîâîãî Ñ³÷³ - Ïåòðà
Êàëíèøåâñüêîãî, ùî íåâäîâç³, ï³ñëÿ çðóéíóâàííÿ Ñ³÷³
Êàòåðèíîþ ²² (1775 ð.) áóäå çààðåøòîâàíèé ³ ñê³í÷èòü
ñâî¿ äí³ â êàì’ÿíîìó ì³øêó Ñîëîâåöüêî¿ ôîðòåö³; à çë³âà
- â³ðíîãî ïèñàðÿ ñ³÷îâîãî ²âàíà Ãëîáó, ùî ï³äå â
çàñëàííÿ â Ñèá³ð, ÿêèé áóäóòü õðèñòèÿí³çóâàòè óêðà¿íñüê³
òàêè ºïèñêîïè ²îàí Ìàêñèìîâè÷, Ô³ëîôåé Ëåùèíñüêèé,
Ñîôðîí³é Êðèñòàëåâñüêèé, ²íîêåíò³é Êóëü÷èöüêèé,
²íîêåíò³é Íåðóíîâè÷ òà ³íø³ ïîäâèæíèêè-óêðà¿íö³, ÿê
êàíîí³çîâàí³, òàê ³ ïîêèùî íå êàíîí³çîâàí³ (Ëåùèíñüêèé
òà Íåðóíîâè÷) Ïðàâîñëàâíîþ Öåðêâîþ.

Àëå öå áóäå çãîäîì, à íèí³, íà ïî÷àòêó 70-õ
ðîê³â 18 ñò., íà êîçàöüê³é ³êîí³ ñòîÿòü ïåðåä ñâîºþ
Íåáåñíîþ Çàñòóïíèöåþ êîçàêè, ùî âòðàòèëè áóäü-ÿê³
³ëþç³¿, áóäü-ÿê³ ñïîä³âàííÿ íà öàð³â, âåëüìîæ,
äóõîâåíñòâî. Ç íèìè ëèøå íàéö³íí³øèé ñêàðá êîçàöüêèé:
êëåéíîäè, ïðàïîðè (æîâòî-áëàêèòí³, äî ðå÷³), êîçàöüê³
ï³ñòîë³ é ëèòàâðè, âèñòàâëåí³ êîçàêàìè ïåðåä ñâ³òë³ î÷³
Ìàòåð³ Áîæî¿ ÿê äîêàç ñâîº¿ ïðàâîòè, çàêîííîñòè ñâî¿õ
âîëåëþáíèõ ïðàãíåíü. ² îñòàííÿ â³ä÷àéäóøíà ìîëèòâà,
ùî òå÷å ÷åðåç ïóñòêó ³ç âóñò Êàëíèøåâñüêîãî: “Ìîëèì,
ïîêðèé íàñ ÷åñíèì Òâî¿ì Ïîêðîâîì ³ ³çáàâè íàñ îä
âñÿêîãî çëà”.

×óäà íå ñòàëîñÿ. Ñ³÷ áóëà çðóéíîâàíà. Òà íå
çðóéíîâàíîþ çàëèøèëàñü íàðîäíà â³ðà â çàñòóïíèöòâî

Áîãîðîäèö³, â ïðèõèëüí³ñòü ³ ìèë³ñòü Áîãîðîäèö³ äî
çåìë³ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿, ¿¿ íàðîäó ³ ëèöàðñòâà.
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since the Fall. Christ treated women with dignity, respect,
and compassion. In His teaching on marriage (Matthew
19:3-9), He restored their marital rights to what they had
been “in the beginning,” before allowances had to be
made for the hardness of men’s hearts. Through the
redemption accomplished by His death and Resurrection,
Christ made it possible for men and women once again
to strive for the ideal established in Paradise: a loving
cooperation between equals with different, complementary
roles.

This ideal was largely upheld in the first few centuries of
the Church. Women swelled the ranks of the saints and
martyrs, giving their lives to God in a variety of roles,
including those of prophetess, teacher, and deaconess as
well as the more traditional ones of wife, mother, and
performer of charitable works. When men began to seek
the desert as a place to live out a more radical
commitment to God, women - beginning with Saint Mary
of Egypt, to whose holiness even Saint Anthony the Great
deferred - were not far behind.

Within the family, the position of women was better
among Christians than it had ever been before. While
Saint Paul exhorted wives to submit to their husbands—
which was nothing new—he also, even more strongly,
exhorted men to love their wives “as Christ also loved
the Church” (Ephesians 5:25)—in other words, to the point
of giving their lives for them. This was something new.
The ancient curse was beginning to crumble.

At the same time, however, there were teachers in the
Church who held to a view of women more in keeping
with the views of their Jewish forebears (succinctly
expressed in the traditional male prayer, “Thank You,
Lord, that You did not make me a woman”). Some blamed
women entirely for the Fall and claimed that they were
inherently evil, to be avoided by any man who would
seek righteousness. Some insisted that marriage and
sexuality came into being only after the Fall and were
nothing but a necessary evil for the propagation of the
species. One cannot but suspect that these men - mostly
celibates - were misplacing the blame for their
troublesome bodily passions, assigning that blame not to
their own fallen nature and the temptation of the devil,
but to the unfortunate and inadvertent object of those
passions womàn.

As the centuries went by, this distorted view began to
exert a greater influence over the Church’s attitude
toward and treatment of women. Women gradually
came to be excluded from the diaconate and
from other ministries in which they had

previously taken an equal part with men. Women who
achieved sanctity were praised as having “overcome” their
weak and evil feminine nature and become as righteous
as men.

However, women never completely lost their champions.
In the nineteenth century in Russia, feminine spirituality
began to come into its own again. Several notable elders,
including Saint Seraphim of Sarov and Saint Theophan the
Recluse, made it their business to encourage women,
both in the world and in the monastic life. Both of these
men founded and directed women’s monasteries, and
offered spiritual direction to countless laywomen, in person
or through correspondence. These godly men had the
prophetic insight that it would be primarily through women
that the Faith would be preserved in Russia during the
seventy years of communist persecution, and they wanted
women to be prepared.

ORTHODOX WOMEN TODAY

Not surprisingly, the position of women in the Orthodox
Church today reflects both sides of this history - that
which would abase them along with that which affirms
their dignity.

On the one hand, it cannot be denied that there are
parishes in which women are permitted to do only those
tasks which the men consider “women’s work” and
therefore “beneath” them - cleaning the church, taking
care of the children, baking the prosphora. In fact, of
course, these traditionally female tasks are just as
honorable and just as essential to the life of the Church
as any of the more public or glamorous tasks which
these men reserve to themselves; nevertheless, they do
not exhaust the spectrum of women’s gifts and therefore
should not circumscribe their contribution.

On the other hand, there are many parishes in which
women serve in every capacity except those of the
ordained clergy - as chanters, readers, choir directors; as
teachers, administrators, parish council members; as helpers
to the clergy in all sorts of works of mercy.

While Orthodox practice in some places reflects the
overmasculinization of our culture as a whole, the solution
to this problem is not to be found in feminism, even of
the so-called “Christian” variety. The fundamental error
of feminism is the same as that of the male-dominated
culture that feminism is reacting against: the error of
believing that masculine qualities, such as leadership, physical
strength, analytical thinking, and strict justice, are inherently
superior to feminine qualities, such as nurturing, gentleness,
intuition, and mercy. Instead of striving to win men’s respect

for feminine qualities, feminists tried to empower
women by transforming them into imitation

men.

(Continued from p. 5)

What Is an Orthodox Woman?
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“Christian” feminism, while less vehement in some respects
than the secular variety, still attempts to raise the position
of women in the Church by placing them in roles
traditionally reserved for men, such as the priesthood,
instead of by exhorting the Church to accept and honor
women in the ministries for which they are naturally
and/or spiritually gifted. The masculinization of women
which inevitably results from this mistaken approach is
one of many reasons that the Orthodox Church has
steadfastly maintained its traditional stance against the
female priesthood and the “feminization” of God.

In spite of those weaknesses which characterize every
human institution, the Orthodox Church still provides, in
her Tradition and very often in practice, the strongest
witness to be found in the modern world to the godly
model of womanhood that we have been trying to define.
We as Orthodox women have the responsibility to help
restore our society to balance by living out those godly
feminine qualities which have often gotten short shrift,
both in the world and in the Church.

LIVING OUT OUR CALLING

What, then, are some of these godly feminine qualities
we need to cultivate? It is impossible to give an exhaustive
list, but here are several that seem especially important.

1) The greatest of these is love. Of course, all Christians
are called to love; but women have a special gift for
loving. We should love, first of all, those closest to us—our
families or those who are like a family to us. But we
should not stop there; our love should reach out to our
neighborhood, our parish, our community, our world. The
love demanded of us is not just a sentimental good feeling
toward other people. We’re talking about sacrificial love
- love in action, love that puts our own interests second
to those of the beloved. It’s not an easy task.

2) We should give ourselves in joyful service. Again, all
Christians are called to serve; but it seems to come more
naturally to women. Our service should follow our love,
starting at home and spreading outward, always guided
by God’s will for our individual lives.

Our service should also follow our individual gifts. If you
can’t bake a fluffy pastry to save your life, go ahead
and say no when the festival committee asks you to
make baklava. But if, on the other hand, you have artistic
talent, perhaps you should study iconography or illustrate
lives of saints for children. Don’t let your gifts go to
waste. If you don’t know what your gifts are, or can’t
think of a way to use them for God, talk to your husband
or priest or to an older, wiser woman you know. They
may know you better than you know yourself.

3) The essence of womanhood is motherhood. Not all
women are called to be physical mothers, but all are
called to be spiritual mothers, guiding and nurturing and
teaching others to follow Christ. Those who work in the
world should seek vocations that allow these qualities
their full expression, rather than trying to compete in the
dog-eat-dog business world of men. Those of us who are
mothers in the physical sense must take this responsibility
very seriously. The world would have us believe that
mothering is just one aspect of life, that it can be done
quite adequately in the few hours a day we have left
over from our careers or other activities we have chosen
to “fulfill ourselves.” But we mothers really, in our heart
of hearts, know better. We know that children are a
sacred trust; they need and deserve the very best we
have to give. If we cannot pass on our faith to them
through our example of devoted love and service, how
can the Church survive? And how can we stand before
God and claim to have accomplished anything of any
value in this world?

4) Women have a unique capacity to respond to God
with all our hearts and souls. This is the essence of
spirituality, and it comes more easily to women than to
men, because responsiveness characterizes our human
relationships as well as our relationship to God. Men,
being called to leadership in the human realm, often find
it more difficult to surrender that role and to meet their
Creator in humility. We women can set an example in
simple, faithful piety that is ultimately more influential in
the life of the Church than the most inspired teaching or
the most glorious martyrdom.

5) Our proper response to God is to strive for holiness.
Only by pursuing holiness will we become capable of all
that is required of us. Only by deepening our relationship
with God can we come to understand, accept, and live
the life He has designed for us. Only through loving,
trusting obedience to God can we find our true calling, as
women and as human beings. Only so can we begin to
fulfill the vocation bequeathed to us by Mary of giving

birth to Christ in other people. This is our proper
contribution to the salvation of the world.
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      My father, Edward, recently fell asleep in the Lord.
He was 82 years of age and during the last five

years of his life, he suffered with progressive and
debilitating form of kidney disease. For the last two years
of his life he was placed on hemodialysis three time
weekly.

Fortunately, I was able to see my Dad the week
before he passed away, for the first time in two years. I
traveled to Cleveland, Ohio, after I received a telephone
call from my mother to help with one of the most difficult
decisions that any family will face: How will a loved one be
allowed to die?

When a relative is comatose and the condition is
irreversible, the decision, while difficult is slightly easier due
to a lack of direct and personal interaction between the
relative and his family. Many times the terminally ill relative
will leave a “living will” or “advance directive” which will
instruct the family on his/her wishes in such a situation thus
relieving the family of the burden of making such an
unsettling decision.

However, when the terminally ill relative is
conscience, aware and responsive, the dynamics involved in
reaching the decision on being allowed to die becomes
incredibly difficult. The decision becomes complicated by
the personal feelings of various members of the family,
the state of mind of the ill relative, the ability of the
relative to understand his/her situation and the actual
physical condition of the relative.

Often, some members of a family will perceive
that their loved one is suffering that he/she may appear
frail and weak. These family members will look to hospice
care to provide only those medical and nursing services
which make the relative comfortable as his/her condition
deteriorates toward death.

On the other hand, some members of a family
may perceive that the loved one is in better condition than
reality may dictate. In this instance, these relatives may
resist allowing their loved one to pass away naturally. They
will ask that extraordinary life prolonging methods be
used.

Unfortunately, in both of the scenarios mentioned
above, there is a glaring lack of concern for the wishes of
the person with the terminal illness. From the ethical and
moral stand points of both Orthodox Church
understandings and accepted medical

practice (N.B. The author is a retired physician), only the
relative/patient has the right to accept or decline any
medical treatment. This includes, in the case of terminally
ill persons, the right to discontinue life sustaining medical
treatment. Even this ethical and moral right, however, is
dependent upon a complete and factual assessment of
the person’s long and short term medical condition, the
person’s ability to make a rational decision and the person’s
capacity to understand the ramifications of his/her
decision.

A proper state of mind is absolutely essential for
a person to make any life changing decisions. If a
terminally ill person is depressed, in uncontrolled pain,
under the influence of mind or conscience altering drugs,
under some form of emotional, psychological or spiritual
distress, or under the influence of the suggestions of
another, well meaning but misinformed, person, he /she is
not capable of making a rational choice.

Before a person with a terminal illness can make
a life-effecting decision, every effort must be made to
eliminate, or, if this is not possible, at least control the
factors mentioned above. Some persons allow their
condition to “speak for them” instead of making a well
thought out decision. I’ve have had the occasion of hearing
people who are severely ill with a painful life threatening
condition say, “Let me die” but as soon as their pain is
controlled their outlook on life changes despite their
medical condition. You will also see this psychological
effect of situational escape in depressed individuals, in
persons who are experiencing an unfounded guilt over the
assumed “burden” that their condition has placed, both
emotionally and financially, on their family and friends or
while the patient/relative is improperly medicated for his
disease processes. It is incumbent on all those persons who
are involved with the care of the terminally ill relative
(family, medical personnel, friends, priest), to ensure that
the person has the unrestricted capability to understand
and rationally respond to his/her situation.

The other essential component for making an
appropriate life effecting decision is factual information.
No one (terminally ill or otherwise), should make any
decision concerning medical care without being told exactly
and completely the present status of his/her condition, the
possible treatment options, immediate prognosis and long
term prognosis (in other than general terms), with any
viable treatment options and the effect that the
institution or discontinuation of any medical treatment will
have on the short and long term prognosis.

In medicolegal terminology, the combination of a
rational decision making capacity and the presentation of
all factual information pertaining to the treatment or non-
treatment of any disease process, any possible
complications and the expected outcomes, is deemed
“informed consent.” If, by accepted ethical and legal

norms, it is required before performing any surgical
procedure (including something that is as

“simple” as the removal of a wart), then

Making DecisionsMaking DecisionsMaking DecisionsMaking DecisionsMaking Decisions
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is it all the more essential before deciding on a course of
medical treatment which will allow the natural course of
a disease process to continue to its ultimate end.

The last thing that we must consider is that
humans are relational beings. Many times the dying relative
is not so much concerned with his/her illness or eventual
death, as he/she is about his/her relationships with his/her
family and friends. To a terminally ill person, the love that
can be given or received is much more precious than any
concern that he/she may have for himself/herself. In
essence they have discovered true nature of Christian
Spirituality –– LOVE.

The well thought out decision of a conscious,
rational and well informed terminally ill relative must
always be respected. Extreme care must be exercised
within any relationship that exists. Those around the dying
individual must always be supportive of whatever decision
that he/she makes. Support and comfort are the
objectives.

There is also a spiritual dimension that must be
recognized. No matter what decision is made by the person,
he/she has demonstrated a relationship with God and that
there is a trust that has developed that Our Lord will take
care of him/her when the time for passing comes. The
terminally ill person realizes the love Christ has for us and
that there is truly no permanency to death. A peaceful
acceptance of the inevitable demonstrates a great deal of
spiritual maturity.

In the case of my father, there was a medication
for pain which was causing an undo degree of lethargy and
sleepiness. During his periods of lethargy, my father was
intimating that he would have like to discontinue dialysis;
however, once the medication was changed, he decided to
continue on dialysis. Unfortunately, my Dad passed away
quietly exactly one week (to the hour) after he made his
decision.

During that week, my Dad enjoyed being with his
family, especially my son (who he only got to see for brief
periods each summer), and my mother, with whom he
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary just two weeks
before. He also touched the life of a young dialysis patient
who sat in the chair next to him during their treatments. He
was able to tell this young man, who was a World War II
history fan, about his time as a Sea Bee and about how he
help rebuild the airstrip on the island of Tinnean in the
South Pacific. He also told him about how he was there
when the plane which was carrying the first atomic bomb,
the Enola Gay, took off and the secrecy and the security
that surrounded the project. This young man wrote a letter
to my mother expressing his condolences and his grief at
the death of my father. He also wrote how he appreciated
the relationship that he and my father developed,
especially over the last week of his life.

I will miss my father, but the lesson of his last five
years is one of incredible courage, especially when it
concerned the choices that he made regarding
how his mortal life would proceed and

ultimately end. I pray for him every day and I also pray that
I will be able to demonstrate half the courage of my Dad
when I am facing the end of my mortality. I take
consolation that my Dad is in a place of rest and love
awaiting the Second Coming of Christ and that his physical
suffering has ended.

My father is half the reason that I’m a priest
today. The other half still lives in Cleveland missing my
father more than I ever will be able.

Does that sound like an odd question? After all,
it’s not like asking, “What’s in style this year?” or “What
are you wearing to the party Saturday night?” But it is
perfectly valid, and most appropriate, for us to ask
ourselves that very question every day. Why? Because at
our baptism, while we circled the baptismal font, and for
great feast days (when baptisms originally took place in
the liturgy) this is sung:

“As many as have been baptized into Christ have
put on Christ, Alleluia.”

This is one of the oldest hymns of the Church,
and comes directly from the New Testament. In St. Paul’s
letter to the Galatians, he writes, “for in Christ Jesus you
are all sons of God through faith. For as many of you as
were baptized into Christ have put on Christ,” (Galatians
3:25-27).

So what does it mean to “put on Christ?” At our
baptism, we literally put on a white robe that stands for
the purity and holiness that is of Christ. No spots, no
stains, no tears or rips. That is the condition of our very
being at that moment: without sin. And that is what
Christ is eternally: the only sinless one. That is what we
want to be by “wearing” Christ: sinless. It means we want
to live our lives that way every day. Our very being, the
way we choose to act each moment of our lives should
show the world the presence of Christ. And that becomes
even more important when we consider that most of us
wear a cross (putting on the symbol of Christ’s followers)
around our necks and make known to the rest of the
world around us that we call ourselves “Christians.”

There is a story concerning Alexander the Great,
who in the 4th century BC was the world’s greatest

warrior and ruler. It seems that he heard about

(Conclusion on p. 27)

Are You
Still
“Wearing”
Christ?
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Ñüîãîäí³ ïàñòèðþ Öåðêâè äîâîäèòüñÿ ñòèêàòèñÿ
ç òèì, ùî äóø³ ùå íàäòî þíèõ ëþäåé, ÿê³ ïðèéøëè â
õðàì, ìàéæå áåçíàä³éíî âðàæåí³ ãð³õîì. Æîðñòîê³ñòü,
öèí³çì ³ íàâ³òü ðîçïóñòà ä³òåé, ÿêèì âñüîãî 10-12 ðîê³â,
ïðîñòî ëÿêàº. Íå ìîæå íå âðàçèòè ñåðöå êîæíîãî
õðèñòèÿíèíà òå, ùî â íàø ñëîâíèêîâèé âæèòîê ñò³éêî
óâ³éøëè âèðàçè “äèòÿ÷à çëî÷èíí³ñòü”, “äèòÿ÷à
ïðîñòèòóö³ÿ”,“äèòÿ÷à íàðêîìàí³ÿ”. À ä³òè íàøå ìàéáóòíº.
Â³ä òîãî, ÿêèìè âîíè âèðîñòóòü,
çàëåæèòü, ÿêîþ ñòàíå çàâòðà íàøà
Áàòüê³âùèíà – áåçäóõîâíîþ ïóñ-
òåëåþ ÷è â³äðîäæåíîþ. ² îáîâ’ÿ-
çîê êîæíîãî ïðàâîñëàâíîãî ñâÿ-
ùåííîñëóæèòåëÿ ³ ìèðÿíèíà äî-
êëàñòè âñ³õ çóñèëü äëÿ òîãî, ùîá
Ðóñü íå çàãèíóëà.

Ìîæëèâî, âñå âèùåçãà-
äàíå äëÿ êîãîñü áóäå ëèøå ãó÷íè-
ìè ôðàçàìè. Àëå öå ñëîâà, ùî
íàðîäèëèñÿ â³ä ïàñòèðñüêîãî äîñâ³-
äó ñïîâ³ä³ ä³òåé, â³ä æèòòºâîãî äî-
ñâ³äó õðèñòèÿíèíà, ùî ãîñòðî
â³ä÷óâàº ñåáå ÷óæèì ó áåçóìíîìó
ñâ³ò³.

×àñòî ìîæíà ÷óòè ïðî òå,
ùî “íå ìîæíà íàâ’ÿçóâàòè ä³òÿì
ðåë³ã³éí³ ïåðåêîíàííÿ”. Ïðè÷îìó
ãîâîðÿòü òàê³ ñëîâà íå ò³ëüêè àòå-
¿ñòè, àëå ³ áàãàòî òèõ, õòî ââàæàº
ñåáå õðèñòèÿíàìè. Ñâîþ ïîçèö³þ
âîíè ìîòèâóþòü òèì, ùî ïîòð³áíî
ñïî÷àòêó äèòèí³ ñôîðìóâàòèñÿ ÿê
îñîáèñòîñò³, à ïîò³ì âæå ðîáèòè ñâ³é ðåë³ã³éíèé âèá³ð.
Ëþäè, ÿê³ ãîâîðÿòü ³ äóìàþòü òàêèì ÷èíîì, äóõîâíî
ñë³ï³. Âîíè íå ïîì³÷àþòü ò³º¿ íåâèäèìî¿ áîðîòüáè, ò³º¿
êîñì³÷íî¿ â³éíè, ùî ³äå çà äóøó êîæíîãî ç íàñ ì³æ
Ñâ³òëîì ³ ï³òüìîþ, ì³æ Áîæåñòâåííèì ³ äåìîí³÷íèì.
Ïî÷àòîê ö³º¿ â³éíè íå â³äêëàäàºòüñÿ äî ìîìåíòó íàøîãî
ïîâíîë³òòÿ – âîíà ïî÷èíàºòüñÿ ç ìîìåíòó íàðîäæåííÿ
ëþäèíè. ² á³ëüøå òîãî: í³õòî òàê íå âðàçëèâèé äî ïðîÿâ³â
äóõîâíîãî ñâ³òó, ÿê ä³òè.

Ðåë³ã³éíå ïî÷óòòÿ ïðèòàìàííå ëþäèí³ ç ìîìåíòó
íàðîäæåííÿ. Ðàííüîõðèñòèÿíñüêèé áîãîñëîâ Òåðòóë³àí
ïèøå, ùî “äóøà ïî ïðèðîä³ ñâî¿é õðèñòèÿíêà”. Äèòèíà
íàáàãàòî ãîñòð³øå ïî÷óâàº áóäü-ÿêèé ïîäèõ ç³ ñâ³òó
äóõîâíîãî, í³æ äîðîñëèé. ̄ ¿ äóøà ùå ÿê ÷èñòèé àðêóø,
äóõîâí³ î÷³ ùå íå çàêðèò³ òîâñòèì øàðîì ð³çíîìàí³òíèõ
æèòòºâèõ âðàæåíü ³ îñîáèñòèõ ãð³õ³â. Àëå âîäíî÷àñ
äèòèíà ³ á³ëüø áåççàõèñíà ïåðåä öèì ñâ³òîì: äîðîñëèé
ñàì ìîæå âèð³øèòè, ÷è ïîòð³áíî éîìó õðåñòèòèñÿ,
ñïîâ³äàòèñÿ, ïðè÷àùàòèñÿ, à çà äèòèíó öå âèð³øó-
þòü äîðîñë³. ² ÿêùî äîðîñë³ âèð³øóþòü

â³äêëàñòè ðåë³ã³éíå âèõîâàííÿ äèòèíè äî ìîìåíòó ¿¿
ïîâíîë³òòÿ àáî, ùå ã³ðøå, âèõîâóþòü ¿¿ â áåçáîæíîìó,
àòå¿ñòè÷íîìó äóñ³, òî áåçíàä³éíî ðóéíóþòü ¿¿ ïñèõ³êó,
ñòâîðþþòü ñïðèÿòëèâèé ãðóíò äëÿ ð³çíîãî ðîäó ïñèõ³÷íèõ
â³äõèëåíü, ïðîÿâ ÿêèõ íàéá³ëüø â³ðîã³äíèé, â öüîìó
âèïàäêó, ó ä³òåé òàëàíîâèòèõ, ì³ñòè÷íî îáäàðîâàíèõ.
Êîëè ÿ çàäóìóþñü ïðî ïîò³ê á³ñîâùèíè, ÿêà ñèïëåòüñÿ

ñüîãîäí³ íà íåùàñíèõ ä³òåé, òî
ìåí³, äîðîñë³é ëþäèí³, ñòàº íå ïî
ñîá³. Ç åêðàíà òåëåâ³çîðà éäå
íåïðèêðèòà ïðîïàãàíäà äåìî-
í³çìó. Âåëè÷åçí³ ï³äïðèºìñòâà
ïðàöþþòü íà ñòâîðåííÿ òàê
çâàíèõ “ô³ëüì³â æàõ³â”, äèâëÿ÷èñü
ÿê³, ëþäèíà íåìîâáè ðîçêðèâàº
ñâîþ äóøó äëÿ ñâ³òó çëèõ äóõ³â.
Ç’ÿâëÿþòüñÿ ñïåö³àëüí³ á³ñîâñüê³
³ãðàøêè. Ìè æ, äîðîñë³, êóïóþ÷è
¿õ ä³òÿì, íàâ³òü íå çàäóìóºìîñü
ïðî òå, ùî öÿ ëÿëüêà àáî ô³ãóðêà
ìîæå áóòè äàëåêî íå áåçíåâèí-
íîþ. À ì³æ òèì, â íàø ÷àñ
ðîçêâ³òó ìàã³¿ ³ îêóëüòèçìó, ïîòð³-
áíî áóòè îáåðåæíèìè.

Çãàäóºòüñÿ ñâîº äèòèíñòâî. Òîä³
ñåðåä ä³òåé õîäèëè òàê çâàí³
“ñòðàøí³ ³ñòîð³¿” ïðî ð³çíîìàí³òí³
÷îðí³ ðóêè, ÿê³ äóøèëè ëþäåé, ³
³íø³. Â ðåçóëüòàò³ äèòèíà ïî÷èíàëà
àáî æ çàçíàâàòè ïî÷óòòÿ áåçâè-
õ³äíîãî ñòðàõó ïåðåä äåìîí³÷íèì
ñâ³òîì, â³ä ÿêîãî âîíà, áóäó÷è

íåõðåùåíîþ, àáî æ õðåùåíîþ, àëå äàëåêîþ â³ä
öåðêîâíèõ òà¿íñòâ, áóëà çîâñ³ì íå çàõèùåíà; àáî æ
ñòàâëÿ÷èñü äî íèõ ñêåïòè÷íî, ùå á³ëüø çì³öíþâàëàñÿ â
ñâîºìó íåâ³ð’¿ â äåìîí³÷í³ ñèëè. Á³ñàì ï³äõîäèòü ³ òîé, ³
³íøèé âàð³àíò. À â òîé ÷àñ íà íèõ ïðàöþâàëà ³ äåðæàâà:
ñëîâî “Áîã” ïèñàëîñÿ ç ìàëåíüêî¿ ë³òåðè, ñëîâî “äèÿâîë”
ç âåëèêî¿. Êîëè æ ïî÷àëàñÿ ïåðåáóäîâà, ïî÷àëè
ãîâîðèòè ïðî äóõîâí³ñòü, òî â ìàñîâîìó äèòÿ÷îìó
æóðíàë³ “Ï³îíåð” çàì³ñòü îïîâ³äàííü ïðî Áîãà, ïðî
Öåðêâó ïóáë³êóâàëèñÿ ö³ á³ñîâñüê³ ñòðàøèëêè.

Àëå âñå òå, ùî â³äáóâàëîñÿ â òîé ÷àñ, ëèøå
ïðåëþä³ÿ äî òîãî, ùî çâàëèëîñü íà íàñ ñüîãîäí³. Ñêð³çü
âè ìîæåòå ïðèäáàòè “÷îðíó ìàã³þ”, çà ïîì³ðíó ïëàòó
çàê³í÷èòè êóðñè åêñòðàñåíñ³â àáî á³îåíåðãåòèê³â.
Äåìîí³çì íàáóâàº âñå á³ëüøî¿ âëàäè íàä äóøàìè
ëþäåé. Ùî ìè ìîæåìî öüîìó ïðîòèñòàâèòè? Ëèøå
íàøó òâåðäó â³ðó â Õðèñòà Ñïàñèòåëÿ, íàøå æèòòÿ â

ëîí³ Öåðêâè. Ìè ïîâèíí³ ïàì’ÿòàòè, ùî á³ñè ïåðåä
Áîãîì áåçñèëüí³. Àëå ùîá Áîã çáåð³ãàâ

Àðõèìàíäðèò Çîñèìà (Øåâ÷óê)

Ãîñïîäü íå çàëèøèòü íàñ!
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íàñ ³ íàøèõ ä³òåé, íåîáõ³äíî,
ùîá ³ âñ³ ìè æèëè çà äàíèìè
Íèì çàïîâ³äÿìè. Ùîá æèòè â
öüîìó ñòðàøíîìó ñâ³ò³ áåç
ñòðàõó, íàì ïîòð³áíî ïîêëà-
ñòèñÿ ö³ëêîì íà âîëþ Áîæó;
äîâ³ðèòèñÿ Éîìó òàê, ÿê äè-
òèíà äîâ³ðÿºòüñÿ ñâî¿ì áàòüêàì,
– ïîâí³ñòþ ³ áåççàñòåðåæíî, ³
Ãîñïîäü íå çàëèøèòü íàñ.

Ïðî äóø³ ä³òåé, íàéá³ëüø
áåçïîì³÷íèõ ïåðåä íàòèñêîì
äåìîí³÷íîãî ñâ³òó, ó íàñ ïîâèí-
íî áóòè îñîáëèâå ï³êëóâàííÿ.

Äèòèíó ïîòð³áíî õðåñòèòè â³äðàçó ï³ñëÿ òîãî, ÿê âèïîâíèòüñÿ
40 äí³â ç ìîìåíòó ¿¿ ïîÿâè íà ñâ³ò, à ÿêùî âîíà õâîðà, òî
é ðàí³øå. Íåõðåùåí³, ÿê íåìîâëÿ, òàê ³ äîðîñëèé, ïîâí³ñòþ
ïåðåáóâàþòü â ï³òüì³ ³ âëàä³ äèÿâîëà; õðåùåíèé æå
çàõèùàºòüñÿ â³ä ñèë ï³òüìè Áîæîþ áëàãîäàòòþ. ²íêîëè
íåìîâëÿòà ï³ä ÷àñ òà¿íñòâà Õðåùåííÿ êðè÷àòü, àëå ï³ñëÿ
òîãî, ÿê âîíè õðåùåí³, ìèðîïîìàçàí³ çàñïîêîþþòüñÿ, ñòàþòü

Ìîæíà áåçë³÷ ðàç³â ïîâòîðþâàòè äèòèí³: íå êðàäè,
íå îáìàíþé, íå çàñóäæóé áëèæíüîãî ñâîãî, àëå íàéá³ëüø
ñèëüíå âðàæåííÿ íà äóøó äèòèíè ìàº îñîáèñòèé ïðèêëàä
áàòüê³â.

Ó äèòÿ÷îìó ñàäêó, äå ìîÿ ìàìà áóëà çàâ³äó-
þ÷îþ, ñóâîðî äîòðèìóâàëèñÿ ïðàâèëà: â³ääàâàòè òèì
áàòüêàì, ÷è¿ ä³òè çàíåäóæàëè, ñí³äàíîê, îá³ä ³ âå÷åðþ,
ïðèãîòîâàí³ äëÿ ¿õí³õ ä³òåé. ×àñòåíüêî ìàìà ñàìà ðîçíîñèëà
êàñòðóëüêè ç ¿æåþ ïî áóäèíêàõ, ³íêîëè ïîñèëàëà ìåíå. ²
îò îäíîãî ðàçó âîñåíè ÿ âèðóøèëà â ïîä³áíó ïîäîðîæ.
Ðàïòîì ìîþ óâàãó ïðèâåðíóëè äâà ãîðîáö³, ùî ä³ëèëè
ÿêóñü êðèõòó. Âîíè äçâ³íêî öâ³ð³íüêàëè, ñòðèáàëè îäèí
ïåðåä îäíèì, âîéîâíè÷î ðîçìàõóþ÷è êðèëüöÿòàìè, àëå
íå çàáóâàëè ïðè öüîìó ïîêëüîâóâàòè ¿æó.

² íå ïîì³òèëè ñ³ð³, ÿê ï³ä³áðàëàñü äî íèõ ê³øêà.
Ñòðèáîê – êðèëüöå îäíîãî ãîðîáöÿ ïðèòèñíóòå äî
äîðîæíüîãî ïèëó ê³ãòèñòîþ ëàïîþ. Ãîðîáåöü â³ä÷àéäóøíî
çàïèùàâ. ß, çàáóâàþ÷è ïðî âñå íà ñâ³ò³, êèíóëàñü ðÿòóâàòè,
ñï³òêíóëàñü ³ ðîçòÿãíóëàñü ó êàëþæ³, â ÿêó âèëèâñÿ ³ çì³ñò
êàñòðóëüîê. Ê³øêà âòåêëà, âðÿòîâàíèé ãîðîáåöü ïîëåò³â,
ðàä³ñíî öâ³ð³íüêàþ÷è, à ÿ ñèä³ëà ³ ïëàêàëà: ùî òåïåð
ðîáèòè? ²òè äî ëþäåé ç ïîðîæí³ìè êàñòðóëüêàìè íå áóëî
ñåíñó. ß ç³áðàëà ïîñóä ³ ïîïëåëàñü ó ñàäîê äî ìàìè.
Ïîáà÷èâøè ìåíå ç â³êíà – ìîêðó, áðóäíó, ç çàïëàêàíèì
ëèöåì – ìàìà ñïî÷àòêó çàãîëîñèëà, àëå ïîò³ì ðîçñì³ÿëàñü
äçâ³íêî. Âäîìà ìàìà â³äìèëà ìåíå ³ çàñïîêî¿ëà, àëå
ïîæóðèëà, ùî ÿ íå â÷àñíî çàäèâèëàñü âá³ê. Íà öüîìó
âîíà, îäíàê, íå çàñïîêî¿ëàñÿ. Êîëè âèäî¿ëà êîðîâó, ñêàçàëà:
“Ìè â³äíåñåìî òèì ëþäÿì íàøå ìîëîêî. Òè ï³äåø ç³
ìíîþ ³ ðîçêàæåø, ÿê âïàëà â êàëþæó ³ ðîçëèëà
îá³ä”. ² ìè ï³øëè â õîëîäíó îñ³ííþ
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ðàä³ñíèìè ³ âåñåëèìè. Öå çâ’ÿçàíî ç äóõîâíîþ â³éíîþ,
ùî ³äå ï³ä ÷àñ Òà¿íñòâà çà äóøó äèòèíè. Õðåùåíó æ
äèòèíó íåîáõ³äíî ÿêîìîãà ÷àñò³øå ïðè÷àùàòè. ² Ãîñïîäü
áóäå ñàì çì³öíþâàòè ¿¿ â òîìó ñâÿòîìó æèòò³, â ÿêîìó
âîíà íàðîäèëàñü Ñâÿòèì Õðåùåííÿì.

Àëå ÷àñîì ëþäè ïðèõîäÿòü ³ êàæóòü, ùî íåìîâëÿ
õðåùåíå, âîíè íîñÿòü éîãî â õðàì ïðè÷àùàòè, à ñòàí
äóø³ äèòèíè íå ïåðåñòàº çàëèøàòèñÿ âàæêèì. Êîðåí³
öüîãî íåáëàãîïîëó÷÷ÿ ïîòð³áíî øóêàòè â ãð³õàõ ¿¿ áàòüê³â,
áàáóñü, ä³äóñ³â ³ íàâ³òü ïðàáàáóñü ³ ïðàä³äóñ³â, òîìó ùî
ãð³õè ëþäèíè íàêëàäàþòü ñòðàøíèé â³äáèòîê íå ò³ëüêè
íà íå¿ ñàìó, àëå ³ íà ¿¿ íàùàäê³â. ² ÿêùî ö³ ëþäè íå
ïîêàþòüñÿ ó ñâî¿õ ãð³õàõ, òî çðîáëÿòü øëÿõ ñâî¿õ ä³òåé,
îíóê³â ³ ïðàâíóê³â äî Áîãà á³ëüø òåðíèñòèì, òîìó ùî ¿ì
ïðèéäåòüñÿ áîðîòèñÿ íå ò³ëüêè ç³ ñâî¿ìè ãð³õàìè, àëå ³ ç
òèì â³äáèòêîì, ùî çàëèøèëè íà ¿õíüîìó ãåíîôîíä³ ãð³õè
ïîïåðåäí³õ ïîêîë³íü. Êîæåí ç íàñ, à äèòèíà îñîáëèâî,
çíàõîäèòüñÿ â ñòàí³ ïîñò³éíîãî âèáîðó, êîìó â³ääàòè ñâîº
ñåðöå: Áîãó ÷è äèÿâîëó. Ìè ïîâèíí³ ñïðèÿòè òîìó, ùîá
ä³òè, â³äïîâ³äàëüí³ñòü çà ÿêèõ ìè íåñåìî, ñòàëè ä³òüìè
Áîæèìè, à íå ä³òüìè ïîãèáåë³.

òåìðÿâó. ß òðåìò³ëà â³ä çâîðóøåííÿ
³ õîëîäó, à â³òåð ïîðèâàìè íàë³òàâ
íà íàñ, îñèïàþ÷è äð³áíèì äîùåì.

À ìàìà çãàäàëà, ÿê ó
áëîêàäó ¿é äîâîäèëîñÿ íîñèòè
ïðîäóêòè äëÿ ñàäêà çà ï’ÿòü
ê³ëîìåòð³â. Îäíîãî ðàçó íåñëà âîíà ðþêçàê ç ìîðîæåíîþ
ðèáîþ. Ðèáà ñòàëà òàíóòè, âîäà ïðîò³êàëà íà îäÿã, õîëîäèâ
ñïèíó. Ó ñàäêó ¿¿ âæå ÷åêàëà ïåðåâ³ðêà. Âîíè çâàæèëè
ðèáó – íå âèñòà÷àëî äâîõñîò ãðàì³â. Ò³, ùî ïåðåâ³ðÿëè,
ñòàëè ñâàðèòè ³ ïîãðîæóâàëè çàâåñòè êðèì³íàëüíó ñïðàâó
çà êðàä³æêó. Ó âîºíí³ ðîêè öå áóëî ñòðàøíî! Ìàì³ äîâåëîñÿ
ðîçäÿãíóòèñü ³ â³äæàòè íà âàãó ñâ³é îäÿã, ïðîìîêëèé â³ä
ðèáè. “Âñå òðåáà áóëî òåðï³òè. Ñê³ëüêè áóëî ñòðàõó ³
ïðèíèæåíü!” – ñóìíî ç³òõíóëà âîíà. ² ìåí³ ñòàëî òàê æàëü
ìîþ ìèëó ìàìó, ùî ¿é äîâåëîñÿ ÷åðåç ìåíå ³òè â öþ
õîëîäíó í³÷ ³ ùî íà íå¿ íàëÿãëè ö³ âàæê³ ñïîìèíè. ² ùå
áóëî äóæå ñòðàøíî â³ä îäí³º¿ äóìêè, ùî ìîãëî á ç íåþ
áóòè, ÿêùî á ¿é òîä³ íå ïîâ³ðèëè!.. Àëå ìè ä³éøëè, â³ääàëè
ìîëîêî, ³ ÿ âèáà÷èëàñü ïåðåä ãîñïîäàðÿìè çà ïðîëèòèé
îá³ä. Ïàì’ÿòàþ, âîíè äóæå çäèâóâàëèñÿ ³ âò³øèëèñÿ. Òåïåð-
òî ÿ ðîçóì³þ, ùî âò³øèëèñÿ âîíè íå ìîëîêó, à ìàìèíîìó
â÷èíêó, ùî âèêëèêàâ ïîâàãó. À ìàìèíå æèòòÿ âñå
ñêëàäàëîñÿ ç òàêèõ â÷èíê³â, òîìó ëþäè ñïîê³éíî äîâ³ðÿëè
¿é ñâî¿õ ä³òåé.

Ïîâåðòàþ÷èñü äîäîìó, ìè çäèâóâàëèñÿ çì³í³
ïîãîäè: â³òåð ùå ñâèñò³â, ðîçâ³âàþ÷è âîëîññÿ, ÿêå âèáèëîñü
ç ï³ä õóñòêè, àëå íåáî âæå çâ³ëüíÿëîñü â³ä âàæêèõ õìàð.
Âìèòèé äîùåì ìîëîäèé ì³ñÿöü âåñåëî íàì ïîñì³õàâñÿ,

îñâ³òëþþ÷è äîðîãó. ² õî÷ ï³ä íîãàìè õëþïàëè áðóä
³ âîäà, íà äóø³ áóëî ñâ³òëî ³ ïðîñòî.

Ñâ³òëàíà Íàçàðîâà
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Íà çàïèòàííÿ, ÷èì º õðèñòèÿíñòâî ³ ÿêà éîãî
ì³ñ³ÿ ó ñâ³ò³, äàâàëîñÿ áàãàòî â³äïîâ³äåé. Àëå çäåá³ëüøîãî
âîíè íå º ïðàâäèâèìè.

Ùî òàêå õðèñòèÿíñòâî?
Áàãàòî ëþäåé, êîòð³ ïîÿñíþâàëè, ùî òàêå

õðèñòèÿíñòâî, âèñëîâëþâàëè äóìêó, ùî öå ô³ëîñîô³ÿ
àáî îäíà ç áàãàòüîõ ñòàðîäàâí³õ ðåë³ã³é. Ç âïåâíåí³ñòþ
ìîæíà ñêàçàòè, ùî ô³ëîñîô³ºþ â ñó÷àñíîìó ðîçóì³íí³
öüîãî ñëîâà âîíî íå º.
Òîìó ùî ô³ëîñîô³ÿ âèêî-
ðèñòîâóº ñèñòåìó ðî-
çóìîâèõ ïîíÿòü, ÿê³ ó
á³ëüøîñò³ âèïàäê³â íå
ìàþòü çâ’ÿçêó ç æèòòÿì.
Ãîëîâíîþ â³äì³íí³ñòþ
ô³ëîñîô³¿ â³ä Õðèñòèÿí-
ñòâà º òå, ùî ô³ëîñîô³ÿ
- öå ðîçäóìè àáî ìå-
äèòàö³ÿ ëþäèíè, à
õðèñòèÿíñòâî - öå îá’ÿâ-
ëåííÿ Áîæå. Öå íå º
ëþäñüêå â³äêðèòòÿ, à
îäêðîâåííÿ Ñàìîãî Áîãà.
Ëþäñüê³é ëîã³ö³ â³äøó-
êàòè ³ñòèíè õðèñòèÿíñòâà
áóëî íåìîæëèâî. ² ñàìå
òàì, äå ëþäñüêå ñëîâî
âèÿâèëîñü áåçäàðíèì,
íàä³éøëî Áîãîëþäñüêå
ñëîâî, òî÷í³øå Ñàì Áîãî-
÷îëîâ³ê, Õðèñòîñ - Ñëîâî Áîæå. Íå çâàæàþ÷è íà òå, ùî
öå îá’ÿâëåííÿ Áîæå áóëî âèñëîâëåíî ô³ëîñîôñüêîþ
òåðì³íîëîã³ºþ ò³º¿ åïîõè, âîíî íå º ô³ëîñîô³ºþ, àäæå
âçÿëè â³ä íå¿ ò³ëüêè ìàòè Áîãî÷îëîâ³êà. Ñâ. ²îàí
Çoëoòîóñòèé, ïîÿñíþþ÷è ôðàãìåíò ç êíèãè ïðîðîêà ²ñàé¿:

“Áî Ãîñïîäü îñü, Ãîñïîäü Ñàâàîô â³çüìå ç
ªðóñàëèìó é ç Þäå¿ ï³äïîðó é îïîðó… Ëèöàðÿ òà âîÿêà,
ñóääþ òà ïðîðîêà, ³ â³ùóíà òà ñòàðîãî…” Â³ùóí (÷àð³âíèê:
òîé, õòî ìåäèòóº, ðîçäóìóº), çàâäÿêè ñâî¿é ìóäðîñò³
ðîçäóìóº íàä äîñë³äæåííÿì ïðåäìåòó. ×èìîñü îäíèì
º ðîçäóìè, à ÷èìîñü ³íøèì - ïðîðîöòâî. Îäèí ãîâîðèòü
Äóõîì Áîæèì ³ í³÷îãî íå ãîâîðèòü â³ä ñåáå. ²íøèé áà÷èòü
áàãàòî ðå÷åé, ùî âæå â³äáóëèñü, âèêîðèòîâóº ñâ³é ðîçóì
³ ïåðåäáà÷àº áàãàòî ³íøèõ ðå÷åé, ùî ìàþòü â³äáóòèñÿ
ó ìàéáóòíüîìó, ÿê öå íàëåæèòü ðîçóìí³é
ëþäèí³. Ïðîòå ð³çíèöÿ ì³æ íèìè òàêà

ñàìà, ùî ³ ïîì³æ ëàñêîþ Áîæîþ òà ëþäñüêîþ ìóäð³ñòþ”.
Ç îãëÿäó íà öå ÷èìîñü îäíèì º ðîçäóìè (ô³ëîñîô³ÿ), à
÷èìîñü çîâñ³ì ³íøèì º ïðîðîöòâî; à ñàìå ñëîâî ïðîðîêà,
ÿêèé ãîâîðèòü ïðî Áîãà - “òåîëîã³çóº”. Ïåðøà º ëþäñüêîþ
åíåðã³ºþ, äðóãà - îá’ÿâëåííÿì Ñâÿòîãî Äóõà.

Ó òâîðàõ Ñâÿòèõ Îòö³â, çîêðåìà ó ñâ. Ìàêñèìà
Ñïîâ³äíèêà, éäåòüñÿ ïðî ô³ëîñîô³þ ÿê ïî÷àòîê äóõîâíîãî
æèòòÿ. Ïðîòå íåîáõ³äíî çàóâàæèòè, ùî ï³ä òåðì³íîì

“ïðàêòè÷íà ô³ëîñîô³ÿ”
ñâÿòèé ìàº íà óâàç³ î÷è-
ùåííÿ ñåðöÿ â³ä ïðèñò-
ðàñòåé, ùî ä³éñíî º
ïåðøîþ ñòàä³ºþ äóø³ íà
¿¿ øëÿõó äî Áîãà.
Õðèñòèÿíñòâî íå ìîæå

òàêîæ ââàæàòèñÿ ðå-
ë³ã³ºþ, à îñîáëèâî ó òîìó
ðîçóì³íí³, â ÿêîìó öå
ñëîâî âæèâàºòüñÿ çàðàç.
Çàçâè÷àé ââàæàºòüñÿ,
ùî Áîã ïåðåáóâàº íà
íåáåñàõ ³ êåðóº çâ³äòè
ëþäñüêîþ ³ñòîð³ºþ; Â³í º
äóæå âèìîãëèâèé, áî
çàíàäòî áàãàòî âèìàãàº
â³ä çàíóðåíî¿ ó âëàñí³
õâîðîáè òà ñêîðáîòè
ëþäèíè. Ïîì³æ Áîãîì ³
ëþäèíîþ ³ñíóº ïåâíà
ñò³íà, ùî ðîçä³ëÿº ¿õ. ¯¿

òðåáà ïîäîëàòè, ³ â öüîìó ìóñèòü äîïîìîãòè ñàìå ðåë³ã³ÿ.
Ç ö³ºþ ìåòîþ ïðîâîäÿòü ð³çí³ êóëüòîâ³ öåðåìîí³¿.

Çã³äíî ç ³ùå îäíèì ïîãëÿäîì, ëþäèíà ïî÷ó-
âàºòüñÿ íåâïåâíåíî ó âñåñâ³ò³ ³ â³ä÷óâàº ïîòðåáó ñòâî-
ðåííÿ ºäèíîãî ñèëüíîãî Áîãà, ÿêèé áóâ áè ï³äòðèìêîþ
ó ¿¿ ñëàáêîñò³. Àëå çã³äíî ç ö³ºþ òåîð³ºþ íå Áîã ñòâîðþº
ëþäèíó, à ëþäèíà - Áîãà. Ðåë³ã³þ ðîçóì³þòü òàêîæ ÿê
çâ’ÿçîê ëþäèíè òà Àáñîëþòíîãî Áîãà, à ñàìå çâ’ÿçîê
âëàñíîãî “ÿ” ³ Àáñîëþòíîãî “Òè”. ²íø³ ââàæàþòü ðåë³ã³þ
çàñîáîì, çàâäÿêè ÿêîìó íàðîä ïåðåáóâàº â ³ëþç³¿
ïåðåíåñåííÿ íàä³é äî ìàéáóòíüîãî æèòòÿ. Òàê,
âèêîðèñòîâóþ÷è ðåë³ã³þ, âëàäí³ ñèëè òèñíóòü íà íàðîä.
Ïðîòå õðèñòèÿíñòâî º ÷èìîñü á³ëüøèì, í³æ óñ³ ö³
³íòåðïðåòàö³¿ òà òåîð³¿. ², âëàñíå, òîìó íå ìîæíà éîãî

îáìåæóâàòè òàêèì ðîçóì³ííÿì òà âèçíà÷åííÿì
ðåë³ã³¿, ÿêå ïðèòàìàííå òàê çâàíèì
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“íàòóðàëüíèì” ðåë³ã³ÿì. Áîã íå º Àáñîëþòíèì “Òè”, àëå
æèâîþ Îñîáîþ, ÿêà ìàº îðãàí³÷íèé êîíòàêò ç ëþäèíîþ.
Õðèñòèÿíñòâî íå ìîæíà ðîçóì³òè ò³ëüêè â òîìó ðîçð³ç³,
ùî âîíî ïåðåíîñèòü òåïåð³øí³ ïðîáëåìè íà ìàéáóòíº
àáî î÷³êóº íàñèòèòèñü Öàðñòâîì Íåáåñíèì ï³ñëÿ
çàê³í÷åííÿ ³ñòîð³¿ òà ÷àñó. Ìàéáóòíº ó õðèñòèÿíñòâ³
ïåðåæèâàºòüñÿ âæå ó òåïåð³øíüîìó, íàòîì³ñòü Öàðñòâî
Áîæå ìàº ñâ³é ïî÷àòîê âæå ó öüîìó æèòò³. Çã³äíî â÷åííÿ
ñâ.Îòö³â Öàðñòâî Áîæå - öå ìèë³ñòü Òðèºäèíîãî Áîãà
òåîð³ÿ íåòâàðíîãî ñâ³òëà, (â³äêðèòîãî, ì³æ ³íøèì, íà ãîð³
Ôàâîð).

Ìè, ïðàâîñëàâí³, íå î÷³êóºìî ê³íöÿ ³ñòîð³¿ òà ÷àñó,
àëå ÷åðåç æèòòÿ ó Õðèñò³ ïðÿìóºìî äî öüîãî ê³íöÿ ³
ïåðåæèâàºìî âæå òåïåð òå, ùî ìàº â³äáóòèñü ï³ñëÿ
Äðóãîãî Ïðèøåñòÿ. Ñâ. Ñèìåîí Íîâèé Áîãîñëîâ
ï³äêðåñëþº, ùî òîé, õòî áà÷èâ “íåòâàðíå ñâ³òëî” ³
ç’ºäíàâñÿ ç Áîãîì, íå î÷³êóº ïîâòîðíîãî Ïðèøåñòÿ Õðèñòà,
à âæå çàðàç ïåðåæèâàº éîãî. Îòîæ, â õðèñòèÿíñüê³é íàóö³
ìè ìàºìî íå ë³í³éíó êîíñòàòàö³þ ÷àñó, à öèêë³÷íó é
ïåðåõðåñíó (ðîçãàëóæåíó). ²íøèìè ñëîâàìè, â³÷í³ñòü ïàíóº
íàä íàìè êîæíî¿ õâèëèíè. Òîìó ìèíóëå, òåïåð³øíº é
ìàéáóòíº ïåðåæèâàºòüñÿ, çáåð³ãàþ÷è íåðîçðèâíó ºäí³ñòü.
Öå ³ º òàê çâàíèé ñòèñíåíèé ÷àñ.

Ïðàâîñëàâ’ÿ íå ìîæå áóòè îõàðàêòåðèçîâàíå ÿê
“îï³óì íàðîäó” âëàñíå òîìó, ùî âîíî íå çàéìàºòüñÿ
ïåðåíåñåííÿì ïðîáëåì. Âîíî äàðóº æèòòÿ, ïåðåòâîðþº
á³îëîã³÷íó åêçèñòåíö³þ, îñâÿ÷óº ³ ïðèíîñèòü ìåòàìîðôîçó
ñóñï³ëüñòâàì.

Òàì, äå Ïðàâîñëàâ’ÿ ïðàâäèâî ïåðåæèâàºòüñÿ,
òàì çíàéäåìî ñèìá³îç Áîãà é ëþäèíè, íåáà ³ çåìë³,
ïîìåðëèõ ³ æèâèõ. ² çàâäÿêè öüîìó ñèìá³îçîâ³ ðîçâ’ÿçóþòüñÿ
óñ³ ïðîáëåìè, ùî ç’ÿâëÿþòüñÿ ó íàøîìó æèòò³.

Áåðó÷è äî óâàãè òå, ùî äåõòî ç ÷ëåí³â Öåðêâè
äóõîâíî õâîð³, ³ñíóº ìîæëèâ³ñòü ðîçóì³ííÿ õðèñòèÿíñòâà
ÿê ðåë³ã³¿ ó âèùå çãàäàíîìó ñìèñë³. Çðåøòîþ, âñ³ì â³äîìî,
ùî äóõîâíå æèòòÿ º äèíàì³÷íèì ïðîöåñîì. Ñïî÷àòêó -
öå î÷èùåííÿ íàøîãî “îáðàçó Áîæîãî”, ïîò³ì - öå àñêåòè÷íå
æèòòÿ, ÿêå ïðîâàäèòü ëþäèíó äî äîñÿãíåííÿ “ïîäîáè”,
à ñàìå äî ñï³ëêóâàííÿ ç Áîãîì. Ó êîæíîìó âèïàäêó ìè
ïîâèíí³ ñïðîñòóâàòè òàêå.

Êîëè ãîâîðèìî ïðî õðèñòèÿíñòâî ÿê ðåë³ã³þ,
îáîâ’ÿçêîâî òðåáà âêàçóâàòè äåê³ëüêà óìîâ. Ïåðøîþ ç
íèõ º óñâ³äîìëåííÿ òîãî, ùî õðèñòèÿíñòâî - öå ïåðåäóñ³ì
Öåðêâà, òîáòî Ò³ëî Õðèñòîâå. Ó Íîâîìó Çàïîâ³ò³ º äîñèòü
áàãàòî ôðàãìåíò³â, äå íàãîëîøóºòüñÿ, ùî õðèñòèÿíñòâî º
Öåðêâîþ, îáìåæèìîñÿ ñëîâàìè Õðèñòà: “…ùî òè ñêåëÿ,
³ íà ñêåë³ îö³é ïîáóäóþ ÿ Öåðêâó Ñâîþ” (Ìò.16,18) ³
ôðàãìåíòàìè ëèñò³â Àïîñòîëà Ïàâëà: “² Â³í - ãîëîâà
ò³ëà, Öåðêâè” (Êîë.1,18) ³ “…òî, ùîá çíàâ òè, ÿê òðåáà
ïîâîäèòèñü â Áîæîìó äîì³, ùî íèì º Öåðêâà Áîãà
Æèâîãî, ñòîâï ³ ï³äâàëèíà ïðàâäè” (1Òèì.3,15). Öå
îçíà÷àº, øî Õðèñòîñ íå ïðîæèâàº òàê ïðîñòî íà íåáåñàõ
³ çâ³äòè ñêåðîâóº ëþäñüêó ³ñòîð³þ òà æèòòÿ, à ³ñíóº ðàçîì
ç íàìè. Õðèñòîñ ïðèéíÿâ íà ñåáå ëþäñüêó ïðèðîäó, ÿêó
îñâÿòèâ. Òàêèì ÷èíîì, îñâÿ÷åíà ëþäñüêà ïðèðîäà
çíàõîäèòüñÿ ïðàâîðó÷ Îòöÿ. Õðèñòîñ º íàøèì æèòòÿì,
à ìè “÷ëåíàìè Õðèñòà”.

²íøîþ óìîâîþ º óñâ³äîìëåííÿ òîãî, ùî ìåòîþ
õðèñòèÿíñòâà º äîñÿãíåííÿ áëàãîñëîâåííîãî ñòàíó
îñâÿ÷åííÿ. Ùîá ñòàòè “ïîäîáîþ Áîæîþ”, äîñÿãíóòè äî
áà÷åííÿ Áîãà ³ ùîá âîíî íå ñòàëî ñïàëþþ÷èì âîãíåì,
à æèòòºäàéíèì ñâ³òëîì, ïîòð³áíî ñïî÷àòêó î÷èùåííÿ. ²
ñàìå Öåðêâà çàéìàºòüñÿ öèì î÷èùåííÿì ³ òåðàï³ºþ.
Êîëè õðèñòèÿíèí áåðå ó÷àñòü ó Áîãîñëóæ³ííÿõ ³ íå çíàº
öüîãî î÷èùåííÿ (çðåøòîþ, ÿêà ìåòà óñ³õ öåðêîâíèõ
Áîãîñëóæ³íü - î÷èùåííÿ ëþäèíè), òî â³í íå æèâå
ïðàâäèâî â Öåðêâ³. Õðèñòèÿíñòâî áåç î÷èùåííÿ ëþäèíè
º óòîï³ºþ. Îòîæ, ÿêùî áóäåìî äèâèòèñü íà ïðîáëåìó
âèêëþ÷íî êð³çü ïðèçìó “î÷èùåííÿ”, òî ìîæåìî ñêàçàòè
ñëîâàìè àï. ßêîâà: “Êîëè æ õòî ãàäàº, ùî â³í
ïîáîæíèé, ³ ñâîãî ÿçèêà íå âãàìîâóº òà ñâîº ñåðöå
îáìàíþº, ìàðíà íàáîæí³ñòü òîãî! ×èñòà é
íåïîðî÷íà ïîáîæí³ñòü ïåðåä Áîãîì ³ Îòöåì òàêà:
çãëÿíóòèñü íàä ñèðîòàìè é óäîâèöÿìè ó ñêðóòàõ
¿õí³õ, ñåáå áåðåãòè ÷èñòèì â³ä ñâ³òó” (ßêîâà,1,26-27).
Ç öüîãî äîáðå âèäíî, ùî ïîáîæíèì º òà ëþäèíà, õòî
ñòðèìóº ñâîãî ÿçèêà ³ íå îáìàíþº ñâîº ñåðöå, à î÷èùóº
éîãî â³ä óñüîãî òîãî, ùî â íüîìó çíàõîäèòüñÿ. Êð³ì
òîãî, ïîáîæí³ñòü ïîëÿãàº â äîïîìîç³ òèì, õòî ñòðàæäàº,
à òàêîæ ó çáåðåæåíí³ ñåáå ó ÷èñòîò³ â³ä óñüîãî, ùî º ó
ñâ³ò³. Òîé, õòî äáàº ïðî ñâîº î÷èùåííÿ, º ïîáîæíèì ³
ðåë³ã³éíèì.

Ìè äîâåëè, ùî õðèñòèÿíñòâî íå º àí³ ô³ëî-
ñîô³ºþ, àí³ ðåë³ã³ºþ â ðîçóì³íí³ “ïðèðîäíèõ” ðåë³ã³é,
àëå º, íàñàìïåðåä, òåðàï³ºþ, ë³êóâàííÿì ëþäèíè â³ä
ïðèñòðàñòåé ³ äîçâîëÿº ïîñòóïîâî äîñÿãíóòè ñï³ëêóâàííÿ
³ ºäíîñò³ ç Áîãîì.

Ó ïðèò÷³ ïðî äîáðîãî ñàìàðÿíèíà Ãîñïîäü
â³äêðèâ íàì äåê³ëüêà ³ñòèí. Äîáðèé ñàìàðÿíèí, êîëè
ò³ëüêè ïîáà÷èâ ïîðàíåíîãî ³ íàï³âìåðòâîãî ÷îëîâ³êà, ÿêîãî
êèíóëè ðîçá³éíèêè, “…³, ïîáà÷èâøè, çìèëîñåðäèâñÿ. ²
â³í ï³ä³éøîâ, ³ îáâ’ÿçàâ éîìó ðàíè, çìî÷èâøè îëèâîþ
é âèíîì. Ïîòîìó ïîñàäèâ íà â³ñëþêà, íà âëàñíó
õóäîáèíó, ³ ïðèñòàâèâ éîãî äî ãîñòèíèö³, òà é
êëîïîòàâñÿ ïðî íüîãî” (Ëê.10,33-34). Õðèñòîñ òàêîæ
ë³êóº ïîðàíåíó ëþäèíó, çàâîçèòü ¿¿ äî Ãîñïîäà ³ íàâ³òü
äî Ë³êàðí³, ÿêîþ ³ º Öåðêâà. Òóò Öåðêâà ïîñòàº ÿê Ë³êàðíÿ,
à Õðèñòîñ ÿê Ë³êàð, ùî ë³êóº ëþäñüê³ õâîðîáè.

Ñàìå Õðèñòîñ ñêàçàâ: “Ë³êàðÿ íå ïîòðåáóþòü
çäîðîâ³, àëå õâîð³” (Ìò., 9,12). Êð³ì òîãî, Õðèñòîñ ÿê
Ë³êàð íàøèõ äóø ³ ò³ëåñ, âèë³êîâóâàâ áóäü-ÿêó õâîðîáó.
“…² ïðèñòóïèëî äî íüîãî áàãàòî íàðîäó, ùî ìàëè
ç ñîáîþ êðèâèõ, êàë³ê, ñë³ïèõ, í³ìèõ òà ³íøèõ áàãàòî
³ êëàëè ¿õ äî ²ñóñîâèõ í³ã. ² Â³í âèë³êîâóâàâ ¿õ” (Ìò.
15,30). Àïîñòîë Ïàâëî äîáðå çíàº, ùî ñóìë³ííÿ ñëàáèõ
áðàò³â êâîëå (1Êîð. 8,12). Â Àïîêàë³ïñèñ³ éäåòüñÿ ïðî
òå, ùî àïîñòîë ²îàíí ïîáà÷èâ ð³êó âîäè æèòòÿ, ÿêà
âèò³êàëà ç òðîíó Áîãà ³ Àãíöÿ. Ïîñåðåä éîãî âóëèö³, ³ ïî
öåé á³ê, ³ ïî òîé á³ê ð³êè - äåðåâî æèòòÿ… À ëèñòÿ
äåðåâ - íà îçäîðîâëåííÿ íàðîä³â (Àï. 22,1-2).

Òàêèì ÷èíîì, ä³ÿëüí³ñòü Öåðêâè íîñèòü
òåðàïåâòè÷íèé õàðàêòåð. Âîíà íàìàãàºòüñÿ âèë³êóâàòè
ëþäñüê³ õâîðîáè, à çîêðåìà äóõîâí³, ÿê³ íàéá³ëüø íàì

äîï³êàþòü. Öå ³ º íàéâàæëèâ³øèì â÷åííÿì
Íîâîãî Çàïîâ³òó ³ ñâ.Îòö³â.
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Îá’ºäíàííþ óêðà¿íñüêèõ ïðàâîñëàâíèõ
ñåñòðèöòâ â Àìåðèö³.

Ïîäÿêà

ß, Ìàêñèìåíêî Îëåêñàíäð Ìèõàéëîâè÷, ùèðî
âäÿ÷íèé âàì çà íàäàíó ìàòåð³àëüíó äîïîìîãó. Âæå
òðåò³é ð³ê ïîñï³ëü ÿê ÿ îòðèìóþ â³ä âàñ ïåâí³ êîøòè.

Ðîçóì³þ, ùî ö³ êîøòè íå ïîêðàùóþòü ì³é
ìàòåð³àëüíèé ñòàí. Àëå ñòàº ïðèºìíî ³ òåïëî íà äóø³,
ùî º ùå â ñâ³ò³ ëþäè, ÿê³ íå áàéäóæ³ äî íàñ ² ö³ íåâåëèê³
êîøòè º íå ò³ëüêè ìàòåð³àëüíèì áëàãîïîëó÷÷ÿì äëÿ íàñ,
à ³ çâè÷àéíîþ ëþäñüêîþ ³ òåïëîþ ï³äòðèìêîþ îñîáèñòî
äëÿ ìåíå.

Â ñâîþ ÷åðãó, ÿ òàêîæ íàìàãàþñÿ áóòè
íàñë³äíèêîì âàøîãî çðàçêà ³ çàñíóâàâ áëàãîä³éíó àêö³þ
“ Òè íå îäèí,” ÿêà ïðîõîäèòü âòðåòº ùîð³÷íî â íàøîìó
óí³âåðñèòåò³, à â öüîìó ðîö³ âèõîäèòü íà îáëàñíèé
ð³âåíü.  Ìåòîþ àêö³¿ º çáèðàííÿ êîøò³â íà ìàòåð³àëüí³
ïîòðåáè ä³òåé-ñèð³ò çà äîïîìîãîþ áåçêîøòîâíèõ
êîíöåðò³â ðîê-ãóðòó “ X-Rays”.

Ùå ðàç õî÷åòüñÿ âèñëîâèòè ñëîâà ïîäÿêè ³ íåõàé
áëàãîñëîâèòü âàñ Áîã çà âàøó äîáðîòó äî íàñ ³ îñîáèñòî
äî ìåíå.

Ìàêñèìåíêî Îëåêñàíäð

Ìåíå çâàòè Êàòÿ. Ìåí³ 18 ðîê³â. ß ìàþ ñòàòóñ
ñèðîòè.  Êîëè ÿ ââ³éøëà â ñàìîñò³éíå æèòòÿ, ÿ ïî÷àëà
â³ä÷óâàòè ñàìîòí³ñòü. ß äóæå âäÿ÷íà Âàì çà òå, ùî Âè
ï³äòðèìóºòå ÿê ìåíå, òî òàê ³ áàãàòî íàøèõ ñòóäåíò³â,
ÿê ÿ ³ ïðîñòî ñòóäåíò³â.

Íàñê³ëüêè ïðèºìíî ìåí³ óñâ³äîìëþâàòè òå, ùî
º òàê³ ÷óäîâ³ ëþäè ÿê Âè, ÿê³ ìåíå çíàþòü ³ ï³äòðèìóþòü
â öüîìó ñâ³ò³, ÿê ìàòåð³àëüíî, òî òàê ³ ìîðàëüíî.  ß äóæå
âäÿ÷íà Âàì çà òå, ùî Âè º, ³ çà òå, ùî Âè ïàì’ÿòàºòå
ïðî íàøèõ ñòóäåíò³â ÿê ÿ. ß õî÷ó ïîáàæàòè Âàì
âñåìàøòàáíîãî ïðîöâ³òàííÿ, çáàãà÷åííÿ, çäîðîâ’ÿ, ùàñòÿ
³ âåñíÿíîãî íàñòðîþ.

Ñòóäåíòêà 1 êóðñó  Êàòÿ

ß, Ñìåòàí³íà Íàòàë³ÿ Â³òàë³¿âíà. Õî÷ó â³ä ùèðîãî
ñåðöÿ ïîäÿêóâàòè Âàì: “Îá’ºäíàííÿ Óêðà¿íñüêèõ
Ïðàâîñëàâíèõ Ñåñòðèöòâ ó ÑØÀ ³ì. ñâ. Êíÿãèí³ Îëüãè.”
ß íàâ÷àþñü íà ²V êóðñ³ ôàêóëüòåòó Ô³çè÷íîãî âèõîâàííÿ.
Çàéìàþñü ñïîðòîì, ïðèíîøó ìåäàë³, âèñòóïàþ çà
óí³âåðñèòåò. ² õî÷ó çàçíà÷èòè ùî çàâäÿêè Âàøî¿
ï³äòðèìêè â ìåíå ðîñòóòü ñèëè, ìð³¿, íàä³¿,
óñï³õ… Äóæå ïðèºìíî êîëè º ï³äòðèìêà.

ß â æèòò³ æèòòºðàä³ñíà, ÿ ñòàðàþñü íå
îãëÿäàòèñü íà ïåðåøêîäè, õî÷à âîíè º íå ò³ëüêè â
ìåíå, àëå é â êîæíîãî ³ç-íàñ, òîæ ïîòð³áíî éòè ò³ëüêè
â ïåðåä, âïåâíåíî, ç ïîñì³øêîþ, ç íàä³ºþ,- ³ ÿ ñòàðàþñü
öüîãî äîòðèìóâàòèñü.  Âè ðîáèòå òÿæêó ðîáîòó äëÿ
íàñ, ³ öå äóæå âàæëèâî ó Âàøîìó æèòò³. Õî÷ó ïîáàæàòè
Âàì â ïåðøó ÷åðãó ì³öíîãî ÇÄÎÐÎÂ’ß, ùàñòÿ, ëþáîâ³,
óñï³õó â ðîáîò³, â ðîäèí³, â æèòò³! Íåõàé ìð³¿ Âàø³
çä³éñíþþòüñÿ, à ïëàíè ðåàë³çîâóþòüñÿ!!!

Ç ïîâàãîþ ³ âäÿ÷í³ñòþ çà âñå ùî Âè ðîáèòå äëÿ
íàñ:  Íàòàøà Ñìåòàí³íà.

ß, Ñîëîì³íà Þë³ÿ Âîëîäèìèð³âíà, íàâ÷àþñü íà
III êóðñ³ ïåäàãîã³÷íî - ³íäóñòð³àëüíîãî ôàêóëüòåòó. Äóæå
âäÿ÷íà Âàì çà äîïîìîãó, ÿêó ìè îòðèìóºìî ùîðîêó.
Âàøà äîáðîòà íàäèõàº ìåíå, àëå, ìàáóòü, íå ò³ëüêè
ìåíå, ðîáèòè õîðîø³ â÷èíêè, äàðóâàòè òåïëî áëèçüêèì.
Çàâäÿêè Âàì æèâåì ³ ðîçóì³ºì, ùî â öüîìó ñâ³ò³ º
áàãàòî ëþäåé, ÿê³ ï³êëóþòüñÿ ïðî òåáå, äîïîìàãàþòü
ìàòåð³àëüíî òà äóõîâíî äîñÿãàòè ïîñòàâëåíèõ ö³ëåé, òà
âïåâíåíî éòè äî çàïîâ³òíî¿ ìð³¿.

À ìîÿ ìð³ÿ íàâ÷èòèñÿ ìîº¿ ìàéáóòíüî¿ ïðîôåñ³¿,
à ï³çí³øå ïåðåäàâàòè ñâî¿ çíàííÿ ä³òêàì. À òàêîæ
ñòâîðèòè äðóæíþ ñ³ì’þ â ÿê³é çàâæäè, ïàíóâàëà á
çëàãîäà òà ëþáîâ.

ß, Ñêëàäåíêî Âîëîäèìèð Âîòð³éîâè÷, ñòóäåíò
²²² êóðñó 32 ãðóïè ³íñòèòóòó ô³çè÷íîãî âèõîâàííÿ, â³ä
ùèðîãî ñåðöÿ õî÷ó âàì ïîäÿêóâàòè çà òå, ùî âè
ïîìàãàºòå íàì, çà òå, ùî âè ñâîº æèòòÿ ïðèñâÿòèëè
ëþäÿì ÿê³ ïîòðåáóþòü äîïîìîãè, ï³äòðèìêè, ëþáîâ³.
Âàø êîëåêòèâ äîïîìàãàº çä³éñíþâàòè ìð³¿ êîæíîãî ç
íàñ.

Âè íà ïðîòÿç³ áàãàòüîõ ðîê³â ïðè¿æäæàºòå äî
íàñ, âñåëÿºòå â íàñ â³ðó, íàä³þ ³ ìè çàâæäè áóäåìî
ïàì’ÿòàòè, ùî öåé ñâ³ò íå áåç äîáðèõ ëþäåé, ùî º ò³
ëþäè, ÿê³ ³ ñïðàâä³ õî÷óòü òâîðèòè äîáðî ³ öèì ñàìèì
äîïîìàãàþòü ëþäÿì â³ä ùèðîãî ñåðöÿ, ³äóòü íà çóñòð³÷

Äÿêóºìî Âàì Ñåñòðèöòâî!

Øàíîâíå Îá’ºäíàííÿ óêðà¿íñüêèõ ïðàâîñëàâíèõ
ñåñòðèöòâ Àìåðèêè, â ïåðøó ÷åðãó, ÿ, õî÷ó ðîçïîâ³ñòè
âàì ïðî ñåáå. ß- Êèðùîâà Êàòåðèíà Âàñèë³âíà.
Ïèøàþñÿ òèì, ùî ÿ º óêðà¿íêîþ, ïî ìîæëèâîñò³

äîïîìàãàþ ëþäÿì. ß ââàæàþ, ùî äî íèõ òðåáà
ñòàâèòèñü òàê, ÿê áè ÿ õîò³ëà ùîá
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ñòàâèëèñü äî ìåíå. Áî ÿ çíàþ, êîëè òè ðîáèø ëþäÿì
äîáðî, òî â³ä öüîãî, â ïåðøó ÷åðãó, äîáðå òîá³.

ß ùèðî äÿêóþ âàì, çà âàøó ï³äòðèìêó. Áàæàþ
âàì ùàñòÿ, çäîðîâ’ÿ, óñï³õ³â â îñîáèñòîìó æèòò³.

Íåõàé âàì Áîã äîïîìàãàº!!!

Õî÷ó âèñëîâèòè âåëèêó ïîäÿêó Âàøîìó
îá’ºäíàííþ çà Âàøó ï³äòðèìêó ³ ñï³â÷óòòÿ. Ñâîºþ
ï³äòðèìêîþ Âè ïîêàçóºòå íàì ³ âñüîìó ñâ³òîâ³, ùî ìè
íå çàáóò³ ³ íå êèíóò³ íà ïðèçâîëÿùå.

Âàøà ï³äòðèìêà äóæå äîïîìàãàº òàêèì ä³òÿì
òà ï³äë³òêàì ÿê ìè.

Â³ä ùèðîãî ñåðöÿ, â³ä ñåáå ³ â³ä ³íøèõ ä³òåé ÿê³
íå ìàëè çìîãè âèñëîâèòè ñâîþ ïîäÿêó, êàæó Âàøîìó
ñåñòðèöòâó, äóæå âåëèêå äÿêóþ!!!

Ùèðî Âàø, Íîâàê ßðîñëàâ Ìèêîëàéîâè÷

Â³ä ñòóäåíòà ²²² êóðñó ³íñòèòóòó ô³çè÷íîãî
âèõîâàííÿ òà ïðèðîäîçíàâñòâà. Ïåðåÿñëàâ –
Õìåëüíèöüêîãî Ä.Ï.Ó. ³ì. Ãðèãîð³ÿ Ñêîâîðîäè.

ß íàâ÷àþñÿ â öüîìó çàêëàä³ òðè ðîêè ³ ïîëó÷àþ
öþ äîïîìîãó â ïåðøèé ðàç. Öÿ ãðîøîâà âèíàãîðîäà
çà íàø³ ñòàðàííÿ â íàâ÷àíí³. Âè ìåí³ ÿê áàòüêè, ÿê³
âèíàãîðîäæóþòü ìåíå ³ äàþòü ñòèìóë ³ ïîâ÷àííÿ äëÿ
òîãî, ùîá ÿ áóâ ñòàðàííèé ó íàâ÷àíí³ ³ ñòðåìèâñÿ ÷îãîñü
äîñÿãíóòè â æèòò³. Äàºòå çíàòè, ùî ÿ íåïîêèíóòèé, ùî º
ëþäè ÿê³ ï³äòðèìóþòü ³ çíàþòü, ùî º ä³òè òàê³, ÿê ìè.

ß, Êâàùóê Îëåêñàíäð Àíàòîë³éîâè÷ ùèðî äÿêóþ
Âàì.

ß, Ïåòðóñåíêî Â’ÿ÷åñëàâ Â³òàë³éîâè÷, 86-ãî ðîêó
íàðîäæåííÿ. Íàâ÷àþñü â Ïåðåÿñëàâ – Õìåëüíèöüêîìó
ÄÂÍÇ 4 ðîêè.

Çà ö³ ðîêè ÿ êàðäèíàëüíî çì³íèâ ïîãëÿä íà
ñâ³ò. Çà ö³ ðîêè ÿ çðîçóì³â, ùî â ñâ³ò³ º ëþäè ÿêèì íå
áàéäóæå íàøå æèòòÿ. ² âè îäí³ ç íèõ, îäí³ ç òèõ, ÿê³ íå
çíàþ÷è íàñ, íå áà÷èâøè íàøèõ î÷åé, äîïîìàãàºòå íàì.
Öå º åòàëîíîì äîáðà. Â íàø ÷àñ äóæå áàãàòî çëà,
ëþäè çàäóìóþòüñÿ ò³ëüêè ïðî ñåáå, ðîáëÿòü ñïðàâè ÿê³
âèã³äí³ ò³ëüêè ¿ì. À Âè, ÿê ïðîì³íü ñâ³òëà â ãóñò³é òåìðÿâ³.
Âè çàïàëþºòå ³ñêîðêó äîáðà â íàøèõ ñåðöÿõ.

Âàøà ìàòåð³àëüíà äîïîìîãà, äóæå äîïîìîæå
ìåí³ äëÿ âò³ëåííÿ ìî¿õ ìð³é â æèòòÿ.

Äóæå ùèðî Âàì äÿêóþ çà Âàøó äîïîìîãó.

ß, Êèðè÷åíêî Òåòÿíÿ Âîëîäèìèð³âíà, ùèðî
âäÿ÷íà Âàì çà íàäàíó ìàòåð³àëüíó äîïîìîãó. Âàøà
äîïîìîãà íå çàëèøàºòüñÿ îñòîðîíü. ß âäÿ÷íà, ùî Âè
çàéìàºòåñü áëàãîä³éíîþ ä³ÿëüí³ñòþ. ß íàâ÷àþñü íà
ôàêóëüòåò³ ïåäàãîã³êè òà ïñèõîëîã³¿ çà ñïåö³àëüí³ñòþ
“Ïñèõîëîã³ÿ,” òîìó ö³ êîøòè âèêîðèñòàëà íà
ïðèäáàííÿ ïîòð³áíî¿ ìåí³ ë³òåðàòóðè, ÿêà
äîïîìîæå ìåí³ ï ³äâèùèòè ì³é

ïðîôåñ³éíèé ð³âåíü. ß çàâæäè ìð³ÿëà ä³çíàòèñü ïðî
ñóòí³ñòü ëþäñüêî¿ äóø³, ³ ç êîæíèì ðîêîì ñâîãî
ïðîôåñ³éíîãî äîñâ³äó, ÿ âò³ëþþ ñâîþ ìð³þ â ðåàëüí³ñòü.

Ùå ðàç õî÷ó ïîäÿêóâàòè Âàì çà òóðáîòó, Âàøå
ìèëîñåðäÿ.

ß äóæå âäÿ÷íà Âàì, ùî Âè äîïîìàãàºòå íàì.
Çàâäÿêè Âàì çáóâàþòüñÿ íàø³ ìàëåíüê³ ìð³¿.

Â ìàéáóòíüîìó ÿ ìð³þ ñòàòè ñïðàâæí³ì
ïåäàãîãîì. Âèõîâóâàòè äîáðî â ëþäñüêèõ ñåðöÿõ.
Çàâæäè áóòè äëÿ ä³òåé ïðèêëàäîì.

À òàêîæ, ÿê êîæåí ç íàñ, ìð³þ âèéòè çàì³æ,
íàðîäèòè ä³òåé. Ñòâîðèòè ñïðàâæíþ ñ³ì’þ.

Äÿêóþ Âàì, ùî Âè º ³ äîïîìàãàºòå íàì.
Ñåðã³ºöü Â³òà Àíäð³¿âíà

ß, Ìàòâ³é÷óê Òåòÿíÿ Îëåêñàíäð³âíà, âèñëîâëþþ
Âàì ïîäÿêó çà òå, ùî Âè íàäàºòå íàì, ñòóäåíòàì,
äîïîìîãó, ÿêà º äëÿ íàñ íåîáõ³äíîþ íàâ÷àþ÷èñü â
íàâ÷àëüíîìó çàêëàä³. Êîøòè âèä³ëåí³ Âàìè ÿâëÿþòüñÿ
äîïîìîãîþ ÿêà äàº ìîæëèâ³ñòü çàäîâîëüíèòè á³ëüøó
ê³ëüê³ñòü ïîòðåá ³ áàæàíü. Äÿêóþ, çà òå, ùî Âè
âèñëîâëþºòå ñâîþ òóðáîòó ³ çàâæäè ïðî íàñ ïàì’ÿòàºòå.
Õî÷åòüñÿ ïîáàæàòè Âàì, ùîá ëþáîâ òà ìèëîñåðäÿ ó
Âàøèõ ñåðöÿõ íå ãàñëî, a  ïðîöâ³òàëî, ùîá âè áà÷èëè
ñÿþ÷³ î÷³ ä³òåé, ÿê³ ðàä³þòü Âàø³é äîïîìîç³ íå îäèí ³ùå
ðàç.

ß, Ìåëüíèêîâ Ñåðã³é, ñòóäåíò ²² êóðñó ô-òó
Ïåäàãîã³êè òà ïñèõîëîã³¿, â÷óñÿ çà ñïåö³àëüí³ñòþ “
Ñîö³àëüíèé ïåäàãîã.” Äÿêóþ çà Âàøó äîïîìîãó, ÿêó Âè
íàì íàäàºòå êîæíîãî ðîêó. ß, äóæå ðàäèé, ùî ó ñâ³ò³ º
òàê³ ëþäè, ÿê³ íå çàáóâàþòü íàñ ³ äîïîìàãàþòü íàì. Â
ìàéáóòíüîìó, ÿ õî÷ó äîâ÷èòèñÿ ³ äîïîìàãàòè ëþäÿì ÿê³
ïîòðåáóþòü äîïîìîãè. Çàâäÿêè ñâî¿é ìàéáóòí³é ïðîôåñ³¿,
ÿ, çìîæó ¿ì äîïîìàãàòè.

Ùå ðàç ùèðî âäÿ÷íèé Âàì çà Âàøó ï³äðòèìêó.

ß, Êðàñ³âñüêà Íàòàë³ÿ Ìèðîí³âíà, ÿâëÿþñü
ñòóäåíòêîþ Ïåðåÿñëàâ-Õìåëüíèöüêîãî óí³âåðñèòåòó. Ìîÿ
ìð³ÿ çä³éñíèëàñÿ ³ ÿ ³ç çàäîâîëåííÿì íàâ÷àþñÿ íà
ôàêóëüòåò³ ïåäàãîã³êè ³ ïñèõîëîã³¿.
ß ùèðî âäÿ÷íà Âàì, äîáð³ ëþäè, ùî Âè ïåðåéìàºòåñü
÷óæèì ãîðåì ³ á³äîþ, ùî äîêëàäàºòå çóñèëëÿ äëÿ òîãî,
ùîá äîïîìîãòè îáåçäîëåíèì ëþäÿì Óêðà¿íè. Ìè ä³òè
– ñèðîòè, äóæå ö³íóºìî Âàøó òóðáîòó ïðî íàñ. Àäæå,
Âàøà äîïîìîãà äëÿ íàñ º âåëèêîþ ï³äòðèìêîþ.
Ùèðî äÿêóþ Âàì çà ìèëîñåðäÿ. Íåõàé ñàì Áîã
áëàãîñëîâëÿº Âàñ òà Âàø³ ðîäèíè, äîïîìàãàº ó âñ³õ
âàøèõ äîáðèõ íàì³ðàõ òà ñïðàâàõ!

Áàæàþ Âàì ì³öíîãî çäîðîâ’ÿ, ùàñòÿ, áëàãîïîëó÷÷ÿ,
äîáðîáóòó, çëàãîäè! Íåõàé çä³éñíÿòüñÿ âñ³

Âàø³ ìð³¿! (Çàê³í÷åííÿ íà ñò. 24)
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Ïîñòàòü ²âàíà Ìàçåïè,
ãåòüìàíà Óêðà¿íè ó 1687-1709 ðð.
äî îñòàííüîãî ÷àñó áóëà ïðîñêðè-
áîâàíîþ â ðîñ³éñüê³é òà ï³äêîëî-
í³àëüí³é óêðà¿íñüê³é ³ñòîð³îãðàô³¿.
Ò³ëüêè ç ÷àñó â³äðîäæåííÿ íåçà-
ëåæíî¿ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ äåðæàâè ó 1991ð.
ñèòóàö³ÿ êàðäèíàëüíî çì³íèëàñÿ.
Îäíàê, íåçâàæàþ÷è íà ïîÿâó
÷èñëåííèõ êíèã ³ ñòàòåé, ïðèñâÿ-
÷åíèõ Ìàçåï³, âîíè áóëè ïåðå-
âàæíî ïîïóëÿðíîãî çì³ñòó. Íåíàáà-
ãàòî êðàùèì áóâ ñòàí â óêðà¿íñüê³é
åì³ãðàö³éí³é ³ñòîð³îãðàô³¿ ç îãëÿäó
íà ñêëàäí³ óìîâè ¿¿ ³ñíóâàííÿ, àëå
òàì ïðèíàéìí³ áóëà ìîæëèâ³ñòü
âèäàòè ö³íí³ ðîçâ³äêè Òåîäî-
ðà Ìàöüê³âà (ÑØÀ-ÔÐÍ), Áîðè-
ñà Êðóïíèöüêîãî, Îëåêñàíäðà Ìåçü-
êà-Îãëîáëèíà (ÑØÀ), Îðå-
ñòà Ñóáòåëüíîãî (Êàíàäà), ïðè÷îìó îñòàíí³é îïóáë³êóâàâ
54 ëèñòè Ìàçåïè äî êîðîííîãî ãåòüìàíà Ðå÷³ Ïîñïîëèòî¿
Àäàìà Ñåíÿâñüêîãî.

×èìàëî àñïåêò³â æèòòÿ é äåðæàâíî¿ òà ïîë³òè÷íî¿
ä³ÿëüíîñò³ ãåòüìàíà çàëèøàþòüñÿ äîñë³äæåíèìè ÿâíî
íåäîñòàòíüî. Äî òàêèõ ìîæíà â³äíåñòè é ïðîáëåìó
öåðêîâíî¿ ïîë³òèêè Ìàçåïè. Âèâ÷àòè ¿¿ îñîáëèâî ñêëàäíî
ç îãëÿäó íà òå, ùî â àòå¿ñòè÷í³é äåðæàâ³, ÿêîþ áóâ
ÑÐÑÐ, ³ñòîð³ÿ ðåë³ã³¿, çîêðåìà Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè,
ìàéæå íå âèâ÷àëàñÿ, à òå, ùî âèõîäèëî ç äðóêó áóëî
çàçâè÷àé íàäòî òåíäåíö³éíèì, íåð³äêî â³äâåðòî
âîðîæèì Öåðêâ³. Âíàñë³äîê òàêîãî ñòàíó ðå÷åé
äîêóìåíòàëüíà ñïàäùèíà Ìàçåïè ïðàêòè÷íî íå
ïóáë³êóâàëàñÿ. Äîñèòü ñêàçàòè, ùî äî ê³íöÿ ÕÕ ñò. â
ðîñ³éñüê³é òà ðàäÿíñüê³é ³ñòîð³îãðàô³¿ áóëî âèäàíî ëèøå
ê³ëüêà äåñÿòê³â äîêóìåíò³â, ðîçïîðîøåíèõ ïî ð³çíèõ
ïóáë³êàö³ÿõ. Òåïåð ñèòóàö³ÿ çíà÷íî ïîë³ïøèëàñÿ. Âèéøëà
ïåðøà ìîíîãðàô³ÿ óçàãàëüíþþ÷îãî çì³ñòó, íàïèñàíà
÷åðí³ã³âñüêèì ³ñòîðèêîì Ñ.Ïàâëåíêîì; ÷åðí³ã³âñüêèé
àðõ³â³ñò ².Ñèòèé âèäàâ ïîíàä 30 äîêóìåíò³â Ìàçåïè,
êè¿âñüêèé äîñë³äíèê Â.Ñòàí³ñëàâñüêèé - ïîíàä 200 ëèñò³â
Ìàçåïè, àäðåñîâàíèõ ïåðåâàæíî ïðåäñòàâíèêàì óðÿäó
Ìîñêîâñüêî¿ äåðæàâè, ï³äãîòóâàâ äî äðóêó ùå ê³ëüêà
ñîò ëèñò³â ãåòüìàíà. Îñîáèñòî íàìè áóëî âèäðóêóâàíî
áëèçüêî 50 óí³âåðñàë³â òà ëèñò³â Ìàçåïè, íå ðàõóþ÷è
òàêî¿ æ ê³ëüêîñò³ ðåãåñò³â. Êîëè öÿ äîïîâ³äü âæå áóëà â
îñíîâíîìó íàïèñàíà, â ìåæàõ ñåð³¿
“Óí³âåðñàëè óêðà¿íñüêèõ ãåòüìàí³â.

Ìàòåð³àëè äî Óêðà¿íñüêîãî
Äèïëîìàòàð³þ” âðåøò³ ïîáà÷èëà
ñâ³òëî ôóíäàìåíòàëüíà, õî÷ ³ íå ïîâíà,
ïóáë³êàö³ÿ óí³âåðñàë³â Ìàçåïè (ïîíàä
500), ï³äãîòîâëåíà ïðàö³âíèêîì ²íñòèòóòó
óêðà¿íñüêî¿ àðõåîãðàô³¿ òà äæåðåëî-
çíàâñòâà ÍÀÍ Óêðà¿íè ².Ë.Áóòè÷åì.

Äëÿ êðàùîãî óñâ³äîìëåííÿ öåðêîâíî¿
ïîë³òèêè Ìàçåïè íåîáõ³äíî â³äçíà÷èòè
âàæëèâ³ ìîìåíòè ôîðìóâàííÿ éîãî
ñâ³òîãëÿäó. Ãåòüìàí ïîõîäèâ ç óêðà¿í-
ñüêî¿ ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ øëÿõòè, ïðè÷îìó â
ðîäàõ éîãî áàòüê³â ³ ä³ä³â (Ìàçåïè-
Êîëåäèíñüê³, Ìîê³ºâñüê³), áóëè äóæå
ñèëüíèìè ïðàâîñëàâí³ òà ïàòð³îòè÷í³
òðàäèö³¿. Äîñèòü çãàäàòè ïðî ä³äà
².Ìàçåïè - Ôåäîðà, ÿêèé áðàâ ó÷àñòü ó
ïîâñòàííÿõ Êîñèíñüêîãî òà Íàëèâàéêà,
³ ÿêîãî áóëî ñòðà÷åíî ó Âàðøàâ³; ïðî

áàòüêà (Àäàìà-Ñòåïàíà), àêòèâíîãî ó÷àñíèêà
âèçâîëüíèõ çìàãàíü Áîãäàíà Õìåëüíèöüêîãî, ïðî éîãî
ìàò³ð Ìàðèíó (â ÷åðíåöòâ³ Ìàð³þ-Ìàãäàëèíó), ³ãóìåíþ
òðüîõ æ³íî÷èõ ìîíàñòèð³â (Ãëóõ³âñüêîãî, Ñâÿòî-
Âîçíåñåíñüêîãî æ³íî÷îãî ìîíàñòèðÿ Êèºâî-Ïå÷åðñüêî¿
ëàâðè òà Ñâÿòî-Ôëîð³âñüêîãî (Ôðîë³âñüêîãî) ó Êèºâ³).
Âîíà æ áóëà ÷ëåíîì Õðåñòîâîçäâèæåíñüêîãî
ïðàâîñëàâíîãî áðàòñòâà â Ëóöüêó. Ñàìå çàâäÿêè
êëîïîòàííÿì ìàòåð³ Ìàçåïà âèäàâ ðÿä óí³âåðñàë³â íà
êîðèñòü äåÿêèõ ìîíàñòèð³â, äå âîíà òîä³ áóëà ³ãóìåíåþ
(Êèºâî-Ïå÷åðñüêîãî æ³íî÷îãî, Ãëóõ³âñüêîãî, à òàêîæ ¿é
ïåðñîíàëüíî. Ïðèéíÿëè ÷åðíå÷èé ïîñòðèã òàêîæ ñåñòðà
ãåòüìàíà (Îëåêñàíäðà) òà ¿¿ äîíüêà -
Ìàð³àííà Âèòóñëàâñüêà, ùî ïðèéíÿëà ÷åðíå÷èé ïîñòðèã
ï³ä ³ìåíåì Ìàðòè. Ìåíø â³äîìî, ùî Àíàñòàñ³ÿ
Áîáðèêåâè÷ (“Áîáèð÷àíêà”), ó 1668-1670 ðð. ³ãóìåíÿ
Ñâÿòî-Ï’ÿòíèöüêîãî (â ×åðí³ãîâ³) òà Ñâÿòî-Ïîêðîâñüêîãî
(â Ìàêîøèí³) ìîíàñòèð³â, äîâîäèëàñÿ ò³òêîþ ².Ìàçåï³;
ùî â ïîìåííèêàõ (ïîìèíàëüíèêàõ) ðîäó Ìàçåï òà
Ìîê³ºâñüêèõ çãàäóþòüñÿ òàêîæ ñâÿùåíèêè Àíäð³é òà
²âàí, ìîíàõ Ñâÿòî-Ìèõàéë³âñüêîãî Âèäóáåöüêîãî
ìîíàñòèðÿ ó Êèºâ³ Òåîô³ë Áîáðîâè÷, ðÿä ³íøèõ ÷åíö³â
òà ÷åðíèöü. Ïîñâîÿ÷åíèì ç Ìàçåïîþ áóâ ð³ä Ãîðëåíê³â,
ç êîòðîãî âèéøîâ ñâ. Éîàñàô Á³ëãîðîäñüêèé. Ó òàêîìó
îòî÷åíí³ âàæêî áóëî çðîñòè íåâ³ðóþ÷îþ ëþäèíîþ.

Âàæëèâèì º é òå, ùî Ìàçåïà â÷èâñÿ ñàìå ó Êèºâî-
Ìîãèëÿíñüê³é àêàäåì³¿ - íàéãîëîâí³øîìó òîä³

öåíòð³ ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ îñâ³òè. Éîãî

Ãåòüìàí ²âàí Ìàçåïà
ÿê ïîêðîâèòåëü Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè

Þð³é Ìèöèê, ïðîôåñîð
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íàâ÷àííÿ ïðèïàëî íà ðåêòîðñòâî òàêèõ âèäàòíèõ ä³ÿ÷³â
Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè (ÓÏÖ) ÿê Ëàçàð
(Áàðàíîâè÷), Ôåîäîñ³é (Ñîôîíîâè÷), Éîàíèê³é
(Ãàëÿòîâñüêèé). Óæå áóäó÷è ãåíåðàëüíèì îñàâóëîì, à
ïîò³ì ³ ãåòüìàíîì, Ìàçåïà ï³äòðèìóâàâ äðóæí³ êîíòàêòè
ç áàãàòüìà ³íøèìè âèäàòíèìè ä³ÿ÷àìè ÓÏÖ, íàâ³òü
ñâÿòèìè: ñââ. Äèìèòð³é Ðîñòîâñüêèé (Òóïòàëî), Ôåî-
äîñ³é (Óãëèöüêèé), ²îàíí (Ìàêñèìîâè÷) Òîáîëüñüêèé,
Àíòîí³é (Ñòàõîâñüêèé), à ðÿä íàäàíü ìîíàñòèðÿì áóëî
íèì â÷èíåíî âíàñë³äîê êëîïîòàííÿ çãàäàíèõ ñâÿòèõ.
Êðàñíîìîâíèì ñâ³ä÷åííÿì öüîãî º øèðîêà äîïîìîãà
ãåòüìàíà ñâ. Äèìèòð³þ Ðîñòîâñüêîìó ó éîãî çàõîäàõ ïî
â³äíîâëåííþ Ïåòðîïàâë³âñüêîãî ìîíàñòèðÿ ï³ä Ãëóõîâîì,
ñâ. Ôåîäîñ³þ (Óãëèöüêîìó) - ó ðîçáóäîâ³ Âèäóáèöüêîãî
ìîíàñòèðÿ òà ìîíàñòèð³â ×åðí³ã³âñüêî¿ ºïàðõ³¿, ñââ. ²îàííó
(Ìàêñèìîâè÷ó) òà Àíòîí³þ (Ñòàõîâñüêèì) - ó ñïðàâ³
ñòâîðåííÿ ×åðí³ã³âñüêîãî êîëåã³óìó ³ ò.ä.. Ìàçåïà ò³ñíî
ñï³âïðàöþâàâ òàêîæ ³ç êè¿âñüêèìè
ìèòðîïîëèòàìè, àðõ³ìàíäðèòàìè
Êèºâî-Ïå÷åðñüêî¿ ëàâðè òà áàãàòüîõ
³íøèõ ìîíàñòèð³â Óêðà¿íè, çîêðåìà
ç òàêèìè ÿê Âàðëààì (ßñèíñüêèé),
Éîàñàô (Êðîêîâñüêèé), Ñòåôàí
(ßâîðñüêèé), Çàõàð³ÿ (Êîðíèëîâè÷),
²ííîêåíò³é (Ìîíàñòèðñüêèé) òà ³í.
Äàíà îáñòàâèíà òàêîæ äàº êëþ÷ äî
ðîçóì³ííÿ ñâ³òîãëÿäó Ìàçåïè ÿê
ãëèáîêî â³ðóþ÷î¿ ïðàâîñëàâíî¿
ëþäèíè, ÿêà ùèðî ïðàãëà ï³äòðèìàòè
Öåðêâó â ñêëàäíèé äëÿ íå¿ ìîìåíò,
àäæå ÓÏÖ ïåðåñòàëà áóòè
äèñêðèì³íîâàíîþ, ÿêùî ãîâîðèòè ïðî
ïîë³òèêó Ðå÷³ Ïîñïîëèòî¿, â³äíîñíî
íåäàâíî (â ÷àñè Á.Õìåëüíèöüêîãî) ³
ò³ëüêè íà ÷àñòèí³ åòí³÷íèõ óêðà¿íñüêèõ
çåìåëü, íà òåðèòîð³¿ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿
äåðæàâè - Ãåòüìàíùèíè.

ßê â³äîìî, Â³éñüêî Çàïîð³çüêå àêòèâíî
âèñòóïàëî â ðîë³ ïîêðîâèòåëÿ
Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè
(ÓÏÖ) ³ öÿ ïîë³òèêà ñòàëà îñîáëèâî âèðàçíîþ ï³ñëÿ
Áåðåñòåéñüêî¿ óí³¿, ïðî ùî ñâ³ä÷èòü ðîëü Â³éñüêà ó
â³äðîäæåíí³ âèùî¿ ³ºðàðõ³¿ ÓÏÖ ó 1620-1621 ðð. Ò³ëüêè
Ïðàâîñëàâíó Öåðêâó êåð³âíèêè Â³éñüêà Çàïîð³çüêîãî
ðîçãëÿäàëè ÿê ä³éñíî Õðèñòîâó Öåðêâó, âáà÷àëè â ÓÏÖ
âàæëèâó îïîðó é ëåã³òèìàö³þ ñâîº¿ âëàäè, òîìó
íàäàâàëè ¿é âñ³ëÿêó ï³äòðèìêó. Îñê³ëüêè òîä³ ãîëîâíèì
áàãàòñòâîì ³ çàñîáîì ³ñíóâàííÿ õðàì³â òà ìîíàñòèð³â
áóëà çåìëÿ, òî ãåòüìàíè é âçàãàë³ êîçàöüêà ñòàðøèíà
ïðîäîâæóþòü ó öüîìó â³äíîøåíí³ ïîë³òèêó ïàí³âíî¿ åë³òè
Êè¿âñüêî¿ Ðóñ³, ïðàâîñëàâíèõ êíÿç³â òà øëÿõòè ëèòîâñüêî-
ïîëüñüêî¿ äîáè, íàäàþ÷è Öåðêâ³ ìàºòíîñò³ - çåìåëüí³
óã³ääÿ (íåð³äêî ðàçîì ³ç çàëåæíèìè ñåëÿíàìè), íåðóõîìå
òà ðóõîìå ìàéíî. ßñêðàâèì ñâ³ä÷åííÿì öüîãî º
óí³âåðñàëè òà ëèñòè ãåòüìàíà Áîãäàíà
Õìåëüíèöüêîãî, êîìïëåêñ ÿêèõ çáåð³ãñÿ

äîñòàòíüî ïîâíî. Ñàìå Õìåëüíèöüêèé äîáèâàâñÿ
ð³âíîïðàâíîãî ñòàíîâèùà ÓÏÖ ç Êàòîëèöüêîþ Öåðêâîþ
â Ðå÷³ Ïîñïîëèò³é, ë³êâ³äàö³¿ óí³¿, ïîâåðíåííÿ ÓÏÖ õðàì³â,
ìîíàñòèð³â, ìàºòíîñòåé, çàáðàíèõ ðàí³øå íà êîðèñòü
ÓÃÊÖ, äîáèâàâñÿ ïðàâà êè¿âñüêîãî ïðàâîñëàâíîãî
ìèòðîïîëèòà òà äâîõ ºïèñêîï³â áóòè ó ñêëàä³ ñåíàòó
Ðå÷³ Ïîñïîëèòî¿ òîùî. Ñàìå Õìåëüíèöüêèé ïåðåäàâ
ÓÏÖ íà Ãåòüìàíùèí³ ìàéæå âñ³ êîëèøí³ âîëîä³ííÿ
Êàòîëèöüêî¿ Öåðêâè, çàõèùàâ ìàºòíîñò³ ÓÏÖ â³ä
ïîñÿãàíü ñâ³òñüêî¿ âëàäè, çîáîâ’ÿçóâàâ çàëåæíèõ ñåëÿí
íåñòè “çâèêëå ïîñëóøåíñòâî” íà êîðèñòü Êè¿âñüêî¿
ìèòðîïîë³¿ òà ìîíàñòèð³â, íàäàâ ¿ì ð³çí³ ïðàâà òà
ïðèâ³ëå¿. Öþ æ ñòðàòåã³÷íó ë³í³þ ó öåðêîâíîìó ïèòàíí³
ïðîäîâæóþòü ñïàäêîºìö³ Á.Õìåëüíèöüêîãî, ñâ³ä÷åííÿì
÷îãî º çîêðåìà äèïëîìàòè÷í³ ³íñòðóêö³¿ Â³éñüêà
Çàïîð³çüêîãî, àäðåñîâàí³ êîðîëÿì Ðå÷³ Ïîñïîëèòî¿.

Àíàë³çóþ÷è äîêóìåíòàëüíó ñïàäùèíó
Ìàçåïè, ìîæíà ä³éòè âèñíîâêó, ùî
ñòðàòåã³÷íà ë³í³ÿ éîãî öåðêîâíî¿
ïîë³òèêè áóëà â ïðèíöèï³ ò³ºþ æ, õî÷à
öüîìó ãåòüìàíîâ³ äîâîäèëîñÿ ä³ÿòè
â óìîâàõ óæå çíà÷íî îáìåæåíî¿
äåðæàâíî¿ àâòîíîì³¿ Ãåòüìàíùèíè.
Âîäíî÷àñ íàéòðèâàë³øà â ³ñòîð³¿
Óêðà¿íè ãåòüìàíñüêà êàäåíö³ÿ Ìàçåïè
(22 ðîêè) ïðèïàëà íà ïåð³îä ñòà-
á³ë³çàö³¿ åêîíîì³÷íîãî æèòòÿ, íà
â³äíîñíî ìèðíèé ÷àñ. Öå ó ïîºäíàíí³
ç åôåêòèâíîþ âíóòð³øíüîþ òà çîâí³-
øíüîþ ïîë³òèêîþ Ìàçåïè, äàëî
áëèñêó÷³ íàñë³äêè: øâèäêèé åêîíî-
ì³÷íèé ³ êóëüòóðíèé ðîçâèòîê Óêðà¿íè
çà ãåòüìàíàòó Ìàçåïè ñòàâ íåçàïåðå-
÷íèì ôàêòîì. Ñàìå Ìàçåïà ÷è íå
íàéá³ëüøå ç óñ³õ ãåòüìàí³â Óêðà¿íè
ï³ñëÿ Á.Õìåëüíèöüêîãî ïðèñëóæèâñÿ
ÓÏÖ, çðîáèâ íàéá³ëüøèé âíåñîê ó
ñïðàâó ¿¿ ìàòåð³àëüíî¿ òà ìîðàëüíî¿
ï³äòðèìêè.

Ñë³ä ï³äêðåñëèòè, ùî íà ìîìåíò ïðèõîäó Ìàçåïè äî
âëàäè ñèòóàö³ÿ ÓÏÖ çàçíàëà ñóòòºâèõ íåãàòèâíèõ çì³í.
Ùå çà ãåòüìàíàòó ²âàíà Ñàìîéëîâè÷à â ïîðóøåííÿ
öåðêîâíèõ êàíîí³â ñòàòóñ ÓÏÖ áóëî çì³íåíî. ßêùî
ðàí³øå (ç 988ð.) ÓÏÖ ïåðåáóâàëà ï³ä îìîôîðîì
Êîíñòàíòèíîïîëüñüêîãî (Âñåëåíñüêîãî) Ïàòð³àðõà, òî ó
1685-1686 ðð. âîíà îïèíèëàñÿ ó çàëåæíîñò³ â³ä Ïàòð³àðõà
Ìîñêîâñüêîãî. Âíàñë³äîê êîëîí³àëüíî¿ ïîë³òèêè Ìîñêâè
é Ïåòåðáóðãó éøîâ ïîòóæíèé íàñòóï íà àâòîíîì³þ ÓÏÖ,
ÿêà øâèäêî òàíóëà â ïîðóøåííÿ ïîïåðåäí³õ äîãîâîð³â
òà äîìîâëåíîñòåé. Îòæå ñòðèæíåâîþ ë³í³ºþ öåðêîâíî¿
ïîë³òèêè Ìàçåïè, ÿêà çâó÷àëà â óí³ñîí ç éîãî
çàãàëüíîäåðæàâíîþ ïîë³òèêîþ, áóëî ïðàãíåííÿ
çáåðåãòè íàñê³ëüêè öå áóëî ìîæëèâèì àâòîíîì³þ ÓÏÖ

³ íàâ³òü ðîçøèðèòè ¿¿. Íà íàø ïîãëÿä, Ìàçåïà
ïðàãíóâ ³ äî ïîâåðíåííÿ ÓÏÖ ï³ä

Ïàì’ÿòíà ìîíåòà “²âàí Ìàçåïà”
ïðèñâÿ÷åíà ãåòüìàíó Ë³âîáåðåæíî¿

Óêðà¿íè (1687 - 1709), â³äîìîìó
ñóñï³ëüíî-ïîë³òè÷íîìó ä³ÿ÷ó Óêðà¿íè,
ìåöåíàòó îñâ³òè ³ ìèñòåöòâà, ëþäèí³

íåëåãêî¿ ³ äðàìàòè÷íî¿ äîë³ -
²âàíó Ìàçåï³, ÿêèé íàìàãàâñÿ

ïðîâîäèòè îáåðåæíó, àëå ïîñë³äîâíó
ïîë³òèêó, ñïðÿìîâàíó íà çäîáóòòÿ

Óêðà¿íîþ íåçàëåæíîñò³.
Àâòîðè: åñê³ç³â - Îëåêñàíäð ²âàõíåíêî,

ìîäåëåé - Âîëîäèìèð Äåì’ÿíåíêî.
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îìîôîð Âñåëåíñüêîãî Ïàòð³àðõà. Áåçïî-
ñåðåäí³õ äîêàç³â öüîãî ïîêè ùî íå
âèÿâëåíî. (Ñë³ä âðàõóâàòè, ùî â³äêðèòî
äîáèâàòèñÿ öüîãî â óìîâàõ ï³äêîëî-
í³àëüíîãî ³ñíóâàííÿ Ãåòüìàíùèíè, Ìàçå-
ïà íå ì³ã). Îäíàê ïîÿâà â³äïîâ³äíîãî
ïóíêòó (ùå é ÿê ãîëîâíîãî!) â êîíñòèòóö³¿
Ïèëèïà Îðëèêà íå áóëà âèïàäêîâîþ
(“æåáû åäèíà â³ðà Ïðàâîñëàâíàÿ...ïîä
ïîñëóøåíñòâîì Ñâÿò³éøîãî Àïîñòîëü-
ñüêîãî Ôðîíó Êîíñòàíòèíîïîëüñüêîãî
â³÷íå óòâåðæäåíà áûëà...”).

Íåäðóêîâàí³ ëèñòè ãåòüìàíà ñâ³ä÷àòü, ùî
Ìàçåïà àêòèâíî ö³êàâèâñÿ öåðêîâíèì
æèòòÿì, îñîáëèâî êàäðîâîþ ïîë³òèêîþ
ÓÏÖ, ï³ä ÷àñ âèáîð³â íå ò³ëüêè âèùèõ
³ºðàðõ³â ÓÏÖ, àëå é ïðåäñòàâíèê³â ¿¿
ñåðåäíüî¿ ëàíêè, ïðàãíóâ ï³äòðèìàòè
ñàìå òèõ êàíäèäàò³â, ÿê³ áóëè éîãî
îäíîäóìöÿìè. Òàê, íà ïðîõàííÿ ñâ.
²îàííà (Ìàêñèìîâè÷à) â³í ïðèçíà÷èâ
21(10).07.1706ð. ³ãóìåíîì Ñâÿòî-Óñïåíñüêîãî Êàì’ÿ-
íåöüêîãî ìîíàñòèðÿ î.Éîíó (Îëüõîâñüêîãî). Çàâäÿêè
çóñèëëÿì Ìàçåïè ÓÏÖ âäàëîñÿ äîáèòèñÿ ïî÷åñíîãî
òèòóëó åêçàðõà äëÿ êè¿âñüêîãî ìèòðîïîëèòà Âàðëààìà
(ßñèíñüêîãî). Õàðàêòåðíî, ùî Ìàçåïà ïðîõîëîäíî
ñòàâèâñÿ äî ìèòðîïîëèòà Ãåäåîíà, ùî íà íàø ïîãëÿä
ïîÿñíþºòüñÿ íå ñò³ëüêè ñóá’ºêòèâíèìè ïðè÷èíàìè
(âàæêèé õàðàêòåð Ãåäåîíà, éîãî ïîâ’ÿçàí³ñòü ³ç
êîíêóðåíòîì Ìàçåïè - ãåòüìàíîì Ñàìîéëîâè÷åì),
ñê³ëüêè ìîñêîâñüêèì ñåðâ³ë³çìîì äàíîãî ìèòðîïîëèòà,
ÿêèé ïðèçâ³â äî òÿæêèõ íàñë³äê³â äëÿ ÓÏÖ.

Ó ñâ³òë³ íîâîâèÿâëåíèõ äîêóìåíò³â î÷åâèäí³øèì ñòàº
ïðàãíåííÿ Ìàçåïè â³äðîäèòè Ãåòüìàíùèíó íà
Ïðàâîáåðåææ³ (ó äàíîìó êîíòåêñò³ ö³ëêîì çðîçóì³ëèìè
ñòàþòü éîãî ä³¿ ïî â³äðîäæåííþ ñòàðèõ êîçàöüêèõ ïîëê³â
íà Ïðàâîáåðåææ³, ÿê îò Óìàíñüêîãî òà Êîðñóíñüêîãî),
ïîøèðèòè âïëèâè ÓÏÖ íà ö³ çåìë³, êîòð³ çíîâó
îïèíèëèñÿ ï³ä âëàäîþ Ðå÷³ Ïîñïîëèòî¿. Ó äàíîìó
êîíòåêñò³ ñë³ä ðîçãëÿäàòè îáîðîíí³ óí³âåðñàëè, íàäàí³
íèì êè¿âñüêèì ìîíàñòèðÿì íà ïðàâîáåðåæí³ ìàºòíîñò³
ùå ó 1690ð., ÿê îò Ïóñòèííî-Ìèê³ëüñüêîìó ìîíàñòèðåâ³
íà ì³ñòå÷êà Êîíîí÷ó òà Ñàâèí íà Êàí³âùèí³. Äàë³ áóëî
çä³éñíåíî íîâ³ êðîêè. Ñêîðèñòàâøèñÿ îñëàáëåííÿì Ðå÷³
Ïîñïîëèòî¿ ³ çàðó÷èâøèñÿ ï³äòðèìêîþ öàðñüêîãî óðÿäó,
30.09.1700ð. Ìàçåïà âèäàâ óí³âåðñàë ïðî â³äíîâëåííÿ
Ïåðåÿñëàâñüêîãî ºïèñêîïñòâà, ÿêèì ñòàâ êåðóâàòè éîãî
ïðèÿòåëü Çàõàð³ÿ (Êîðíèëîâè÷) (325). Ñâî¿ì ÷åðãîâèì
óí³âåðñàëîì (â³ä 27.08.1701) ãåòüìàí ï³äòâåðäèâ ïðèâ³ëå¿
Ïåðåÿñëàâñüêî¿ êàôåäðè é ï³äïîðÿäêóâàâ ¿é äâà
ïðàâîáåðåæíèõ ìîíàñòèðÿ (Òðàõòåìèð³âñüêèé òà
Êàí³âñüêèé)(338). Íà ôóíäàö³þ íîâîçáóäîâàíîãî
ºïèñêîïñüêîãî ñîáîðó â Ïåðåÿñëàâ³ ç ìîíàñòèðåì òîùî
ãåòüìàí íàäàâ âåëè÷åçíó ñóìó (ïîíàä 300 òèñ.
çîëîòèõ). Ö³êàâî, ùî éîìó æ â³í ó 1701ð.

ïåðåäàâ ³ç ñâîº¿ á³áë³îòåêè óí³êàëüíó
ïàì’ÿòêó - çíàìåíèòå Ïåðåñîïíèöüêå
ºâàíãåë³º ÕV² ñò., íà ÿêîìó é íèí³
ïðèñÿãàþòü Ïðåçèäåíòè Óêðà¿íè.

Òàêèì ÷èíîì, áóëà íàì³÷åíà âàæëèâà
ë³í³ÿ ó öåðêîâí³é òà äåðæàâí³é ïîë³òèö³,
ñêåðîâàíà íà çì³öíåííÿ ÓÏÖ ÿê
äåðæàâíî¿ öåðêâè Ãåòüìàíùèíè. Íå
âèïàäêîâî ó ïîäàëüøîìó ñàìå öÿ
ºïàðõ³ÿ (Ïåðåÿñëàâñüêî-Áàðèøïîëüñüêà)
áóäå êîíòðîëþâàòè âñ³ ïðàâîñëàâí³
ïàðàô³¿ íà Ïðàâîáåðåæí³é Óêðà¿í³. Â
³äåàë³ Ìàçåïà òÿæ³â äî â³äðîäæåííÿ
Êè¿âñüêî¿ ìèòðîïîë³¿ â êîðäîíàõ 1448ð.
(ï³ñëÿ ðîçêîëó ñòàðî¿ Êè¿âñüêî¿
ìèòðîïîë³¿ íà âëàñíå Êè¿âñüêó ³
Ìîñêîâñüêó), íà ùî âêàçóº éîãî óâàãà
äî çàõ³äíîóêðà¿íñüêèõ òà á³ëîðóñüêèõ
ïðàâîñëàâíèõ öåðêîâ ³ ìîíàñòèð³â,
âêëþ÷íî ç â³ëåíñüêèìè, ìàòåð³àëüíà ¿ì
äîïîìîãà.

Ñë³ä âðàõóâàòè, ùî â ïåâíîìó ðîçóì³íí³ ì³æíàðîäíå
ñòàíîâèùå Óêðà¿íè äîáè Ìàçåïè ìàëî ÷èì â³äð³çíÿëîñÿ
â³ä ïîïåðåäíüî¿ (ç ÕV ñò.). Ç ìîìåíòó ïàä³ííÿ Êàôè ó
1475ð. Óêðà¿íà îïèíèëàñÿ íà ïåðåäíüîìó êðàþ îáîðîíè
õðèñòèÿíñüêî¿ ªâðîïè â³ä àãðåñ³¿ Îñìàíñüêî¿ Ïîðòè,
àãðåñ³¿, â³ä ÿêî¿ òÿæêî ïîòåðïàëà. Âèõîäÿ÷è ç öèõ ðåàë³é,
Ìàçåïà, ÿê êîëèñü Ñàãàéäà÷íèé, áóâ ðåâíèì
ïðèõèëüíèêîì ñòâîðåííÿ àíòèîñìàíñüêî¿ õðèñòèÿíñüêî¿
ë³ãè, êîòðà á ìàëà óáåçïå÷èòè ï³âäåíí³ êîðäîíè Óêðà¿íè,
ïîâåðíóòè ¿é âòðà÷åíèé âèõ³ä äî ×îðíîãî ìîðÿ. Òîìó
â³í íåîäíîðàçîâî çâåðòàâñÿ ó ö³é ñïðàâ³ äî Ìîñêâè,
áðàâ àêòèâíó ó÷àñòü ³ç ñâî¿ì â³éñüêîì ó ïåðåìîæíèõ
Àçîâî-Äí³ïðîâñüêèõ ïîõîäàõ, âæèâàâ çàõîä³â, ùîá
çàëó÷èòè äî áîðîòüáè äîíñüêèõ êîçàê³â, áàëêàíñüê³
íàðîäè. Ïðèðîäíèìè ñîþçíèêàìè Ìàçåïè ó ö³é ñïðàâ³
áóëè ïðàâîñëàâí³ ïàòð³àðõè, ÿê³ ìð³ÿëè ïðî íîâó
Â³çàíò³éñüêó ³ìïåð³þ. Òîìó âîíè ï³äòðèìóâàëè Ìàçåïó
òàê, ÿê Áîãäàíà Õìåëüíèöüêîãî, êîòðîìó äàëè ñâîãî
÷àñó áëàãîñëîâåííÿ íà â³éíó ïðîòè Ðå÷³ Ïîñïîëèòî¿. Ó
öåé êîíòåêñò äîáðå âïèñóþòüñÿ çàõîäè Ìàçåïè ùîäî
çì³öíåííÿ çâ’ÿçê³â ÓÏÖ ç ìàò³ð’þ-Öåðêâîþ (Êîíñòà-
íòèíîïîëüñüêèì ïàòð³àðõàòîì), ³ç Ñâÿòîþ çåìëåþ, ç
Àôîíîì, Ìîëäàâ³ºþ, áàëêàíñüêèìè êðà¿íàìè. Ìîæíà
âêàçàòè çîêðåìà íà ïåðåáóâàííÿ â Áàòóðèí³ ó 1701ð.
ºðóñàëèìñüêîãî ïàòð³àðõà Õðèñàíôà, êîòðèé ä³ñòàâ â³ä
Ìàçåïè ùåäð³ äàðè, â ò.÷. ñð³áíèé â³âòàð äëÿ Ãðîáó
Ãîñïîäíüîãî ç ³ìåíåì ãåòüìàíà, ÿêèé ³ ïîíèí³ òàì
çáåð³ãàºòüñÿ. Ó Àëåïïî 1708ð. êîøòîì Ìàçåïè áóëî
âèäàíî ºâàíãåë³º àðàáñüêîþ ìîâîþ, ïðè÷îìó
àíòèîõ³éñüêèé ïàòð³àðõ Àôàíàñ³é íàïèñàâ äî öüîãî
âèäàííÿ ãëîðèô³êàö³éíó ïåðåäìîâó íà ÷åñòü Ìàçåïè.
Ìîæíà âêàçàòè é íà ö³íí³ ïîäàðóíêè ãåòüìàíà õðàìàì

òà ìîíàñòèðÿì Áëèçüêîãî Ñõîäó (ïëàùàíèö³,
ºâàíãåë³ÿ, ÷àø³ ³ ò.ä.). Äî òîãî æ Ìàçåïà
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âèñèëàâ ñâî¿õ äèïëîìàò³â äî Ìîëäàâ³¿, ùåäðî
ï³äòðèìóâàâ ïàëîìíèöüê³ ì³ñ³¿ óêðà¿íñüêîãî äóõîâåíñòâà
íà Ñâÿòó çåìëþ òà Àôîí, ì³ñ³¿ áàëêàíñüêîãî òà
áëèçüêîñõ³äíîãî äóõîâåíñòâà â Óêðà¿íó. Òàê, ó Áàòóðèí³
ïðè áîö³ Ìàçåïè òðèâàëèé ÷àñ ïðîæèâàâ åì³ãðàíò ç
Áàëêàí, ïðèçðåíñüêèé ìèòðîïîëèò Íèêîäèì. (Íèêîäèì
ïðèáóâ íà Óêðà¿íó ùå íà ïî÷àòêó ãåòüìàíàòó Ñàìîéëî-
âè÷à ³ áóâ æèâèé ùå ïðè ãåòüìàí³ Ñêîðîïàäñüêîìó).

Ãåòüìàíñüê³ ³íòåíö³¿ ïåâíîþ ì³ðîþ â³äáèëèñÿ ³ ó
íîâîâèÿâëåíèõ éîãî äîêóìåíòàõ, ÿê îò: ïðî¿æäæ³
óí³âåðñàëè, äàí³ð. ïîñëó Ìàçåïè äî Ìîëäàâ³¿ Çãóðóñòè-
íåâè÷ó (29.02.1699) òà ²ñàé¿ - àðõ³ìàíäðèòó àôîíñüêîãî
ìîíàñòèðÿ ñâ. Ïàâëà (19.08.1688). ²ñàéÿ, ùî áóâ, äî
ðå÷³, óêðà¿íöåì çà ïîõîäæåííÿì, ¿õàâ ç Àôîíó ÷åðåç
Óêðà¿íó äî Ìîñêâè.

Ïîñèëåííÿ ïîçèö³é ÓÏÖ ç òî÷êè çîðó Ìàçåïè áóëî
íåìîæëèâèì áåç ïðèïèíåííÿ äèñêðèì³íàö³¿
ïðàâîñëàâíèõ ó Ðå÷³ Ïîñïîëèò³é, áåç ë³êâ³äàö³¿ óí³¿, ó
÷îìó â³í áóâ ïîñë³äîâíèêîì òðàäèö³éíî¿ ïîë³òèêè
ãåòüìàí³â-ñâî¿õ ïîïåðåäíèê³â. Âæå íà ñàìîìó ïî÷àòêó
ñâîãî ãåòüìàíóâàííÿ Ìàçåïà íà ïðîõàííÿ êè¿âñüêîãî
ìèòðîïîëèòà Ãåäåîíà çâåðíóâñÿ ç ëèñòîì äî êíÿçÿ
Â.Â.Ãîë³öèíà (â³ä 16.12 .1687), ñêàðæà÷èñÿ íà
“óòèñê...âåëèêèå è íåçíîñíèå...êðèâäû è ãîíåíèÿ”, ùî ¿õ
÷èíèëè â Ðå÷³ Ïîñïîëèò³é ïðàâîñëàâíèì, ïðîñÿ÷è, ùîá
öàðñüêå ïîñîëüñòâî íà ñåéì äîáèëîñÿ ïîçèòèâíèõ
çðóøåíü ó ö³é ñïðàâ³. ² â ïîäàëüøîìó Ìàçåïà áóâ äóæå
÷óòëèâèì äî ñêàðã íà óòèñêè ïðàâîñëàâíèõ, ïèñàâ äî
Ïåòðà ², ùîá òîé íàòèñíóâ ç öüîãî ïðèâîäó íà ïàí³âíó
âåðõ³âêó Ðå÷³ Ïîñïîëèò³é. Êîëè Ëüâ³âñüêà ºïàðõ³ÿ
ïåðåéøëà â óí³þ, òî Ìàçåï³ ïîñêàðæèëîñÿ âîëèíñüêå
ïðàâîñëàâíå äóõîâåíñòâî íà ïîñèëåííÿ óòèñê³â. Ãåòüìàí
çâåðíóâñÿ òîä³ (28.08.1700) ç ëèñòîì äî Ïåòðà ², ùîá
ìîñêîâñüêèé ïàòð³àðõ íàäàâ ï³äòðèìêó ëóöüêîìó òà
îñòðîçüêîìó ïðàâîñëàâíîìó ºïèñêîïó Ä³îí³ñ³þ
(Æàáîêðèöüêîìó). Òîä³ æ â³í íàïèñàâ ñåð³þ ëèñò³â, ó
êîòðèõ âèìàãàâ ë³êâ³äàö³¿ óí³¿ íà Ïðàâîáåðåæí³é Óêðà¿í³.
Î÷åâèäíî â³í ÷èíèâ ñïðîáè, ùîá ïåðåëàìàòè ñèòóàö³þ
â Ëóöüê³é ºïàðõ³¿, êîëè çãàäàíèé Ä³îí³ñ³é ó 1702ð.
ïðèéíÿâ óí³þ. Ç íàêàçó Ïåòðà ² Ä³îí³ñ³é áóâ çàñëàíèé
äî Ñèá³ðó, à óïðàâó ºïàðõ³¿ âçÿâ íà ñåáå Êèðèëî
(Øóìëÿíñüêèé), ÿêèé ïîâåðíóâñÿ ó ïðàâîñëàâ’ÿ ³ ä³ñòàâ
â³ä êè¿âñüêîãî ìèòðîïîëèòà âèñâÿòó íà Ëóöüêó ºïàðõ³þ.
Íå ìîæíà íå ïîáà÷èòè çâ’ÿçêó ç öèìè ïîä³ÿìè ñïðàâè
ëóöüêîãî ïðàâîñëàâíîãî áðàò÷èêà, øëÿõòè÷à-ïîåòà
Äàíèëà Áðàòêîâñüêîãî. Ùå ó 1700ð. Áðàòêîâñüêèé
ïðè¿çäèâ äî Ìàçåïè, à íåâäîâç³ ï³ñëÿ öüîãî ñòàº îäíèì
ç íàòõíåííèê³â àíòèïîëüñüêîãî ïîâñòàííÿ íà
Ïðàâîáåðåææ³ 1702-1704 ðð., çàêëèêàº äî áîðîòüáè
ïðîòè êàòîëèê³â òà óí³àò³â. Ó æîâòí³ 1702ð. Áðàòêîâñüêîãî
áóëî ñõîïëåíî, à 26.11.1702ð. ñòðà÷åíî ç ïðèñóäó âëàäè
Ðå÷³ Ïîñïîëèòî¿. Òðèâàëà ïðèñóòí³ñòü â³éñüê Ìàçåïè íà
Ïðàâîáåðåæí³é òà Çàõ³äí³é Óêðà¿í³ ñïðèÿëà ïîñèëåííþ
òàì ïîçèö³é ÓÏÖ. Ñë³ä â³äçíà÷èòè, ùî öàðñüêà
Ðîñ³ÿ, õî÷ ³ â³äâåðòî âîðîæå ñòàâèëàñÿ

äî ÓÃÊÖ, îäíàê ç òàêòè÷íèõ ì³ðêóâàíü íå ïîñï³øàëà ç
ï³äòðèìêîþ ³í³ö³àòèâ Ìàçåïè, áî Ð³÷ Ïîñïîëèòà áóëà
ñîþçíèöåþ Ìîñêîâñüêî¿ äåðæàâè ïðîòè Øâåö³¿ ³ ÿâíî
ïîðóøóâàòè ³ñíóþ÷èé ñòàí ðå÷åé ó ì³æêîíôåñ³éíèõ
â³äíîñèíàõ ó ðåã³îí³ áóëî ç òî÷êè çîðó Ìîñêâè ó äàíèé
ìîìåíò íåäîö³ëüíèì. Ó öüîìó êîíòåêñò³ çðîçóì³ë³øèìè
ñòàþòü ³ ð³øåííÿ Çàìîéñüêîãî ñèíîäó ÓÃÊÖ (1720ð.),
ñêëèêàíîãî íàïðèê³íö³ Ï³âí³÷íî¿ â³éíè, êîëè óêðà¿íñüê³
â³éñüêà âæå ïîâåðíóëèñÿ íà Ãåòüìàíùèíó. Òîä³ â Ðå÷³
Ïîñïîëèò³é áóëî âæèòî çàõîä³â ïî ãðóíòîâíîìó
ðîçìåæóâàííþ ÓÏÖ òà ÓÃÊÖ, çîêðåìà â ãðåêî-êàòîëè-
öüêèõ ïàðàô³ÿõ ìàëè âèëó÷èòè ³ç âæèòêó ïðàâîñëàâí³
êíèãè, áóëî çðîáëåíî âàæëèâ³ êðîêè íà øëÿõó ëàòèí³çàö³¿
öåðêîâíîãî îáðÿäó òîùî.

Ãåòüìàí íàäàâàâ âåëè÷åçíó ìàòåð³àëüíó äîïîìîãó ÓÏÖ,
íàñàìïåðåä Êè¿âñüê³é ìèòðîïîë³¿ òà ïðîâ³äíèì
óêðà¿íñüêèì (â ïåðøó ÷åðãó êè¿âñüêèì) ìîíàñòèðÿì, â
ïåðøó ÷åðãó Êèºâî-Ïå÷åðñüê³é ëàâð³, êîòðà çà ãåòüìàíàòó
Ìàçåïè ïåðåæèâàº ñâ³é “ñð³áíèé â³ê”. Êðàñíîìîâíèì
ñâ³ä÷åííÿì íàäçâè÷àéíî âåëèêî¿ óâàãè ãåòüìàíà äî
ÓÏÖ º ê³ëüê³ñòü íàäàíèõ ¿é óí³âåðñàë³â: ³ç ïîíàä 500
â³äîìèõ íà ñüîãîäí³ óí³âåðñàë³â Ìàçåïè íà äîëþ ÓÏÖ
ïðèïàäàº ïîíàä 130, òîáòî 26%. ßêùî âçÿòè óí³âåðñàëè
íà êîðèñòü ìèòðîïîë³¿ òà êîíêðåòíèõ ìîíàñòèð³â, òî
ìîæíà âñòàíîâèòè íå ò³ëüêè ìàñøòàáè ãåòüìàíñüêèõ
íàäàíü, àëå é ïð³îðèòåòè. Îòæå, Êè¿âñüêà ìèòðîïîë³ÿ â
ö³ëîìó, âêëþ÷íî ç Ñîô³éñüêèì ìîíàñòèðåì, îòðèìàëà
â³ä Ìàçåïè 9 óí³âåðñàë³â (150, 170, 174, 175, 188, 237,
248, 375, 382), ×åðí³ã³âñüêà é Íîâãîðîä-Ñ³âåðñüêà
àðõ³ºïèñêîï³ÿ - 3 (113, 240, 332), Ïåðåÿñëàâñüêà - 2
(325, 338). Òóò ³ äàë³ â äóæêàõ âêàçàí³ íîìåðè óí³âåðñàë³â
çà ¿õ íàéïîâí³øîþ íà ñüîãîäí³ ïóáë³êàö³ºþ ².Áóòè÷à
2002ð.

Êè¿âñüê³ ìîíàñòèð³:

· Êèºâî-Ïå÷åðñüêà ëàâðà (138, 173, 181, 195, 279, 358,
368) òà Êèºâî-Ïå÷åðñüêèé æ³íî÷èé ìîíàñòèð
(48,77, 93)

· Áîãîÿâëåíñüêèé Áðàòñüêèé ìîíàñòèð (205, 207, 223,
426)

· Ñïàñüêèé Ìåæèã³ðñüêèé ìîíàñòèð (65, 111, 134, 143)

· Ñâÿòî-Ìèõàéë³âñüêèé Çîëîòîâåðõèé ìîíàñòèð (207,
293)

· Ñâÿòî-Ìèõàéë³âñüêèé Âèäóáèöüêèé (87, 474)

· Ïóñòèííî-Ìèê³ëüñüêèé (104, 206)

· Ñâÿòî-Ôëîð³âñüêèé(112)

· Ïåòðîïàâë³âñüêèé ìîíàñòèð (227)

Ìîíàñòèð³ Ãåòüìàíùèíè (êð³ì Êèºâà):

· Ïåòðîïàâë³âñüêèé Ãëóõ³âñüêèé ìîíàñòèð
(39, 62, 199, 285, 362, 454, 476, 477, 481)
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· Ñâÿòî-Óñïåíñüêèé Êàì’ÿíñüêèé ìîíàñòèð (50, 187,
218, 220, 280, 281, 295, 341, 449)

· Ëóáåíñüêèé Ìãàðñüêèé ìîíàñòèð (53, 117, 120, 183,
231, 278, 451)

· Ð³çäâî-Áîãîðîäèöüêèé Äîìíèöüêèé ìîíàñòèð ï³ä
ì. Áåðåçíîþ (286, 308, 311, 312-313, 317, 317)

· Ñâÿòî-Ï’ÿòíèöüêèé ×åðí³ã³âñüêèé æ³íî÷èé ìîíàñòèð
(130, 221, 242, 282-283, 297)

· Õðåñòîâîçäâèæåíñüêèé ìîíàñòèð ó Ïîëòàâ³ (5, 360,
387, 431)

· Áàòóðèíñüêèé Êðóïèöüêèé ìîíàñòèð (61, 162, 186,
487, 496)

· ×åðí³ã³âñüêèé ªëåöüêèé ìîíàñòèð (55, 271, 287, 475)

· Ñâÿòî-Òðî¿öüêèé Ãóñòèíñüêèé ìîíàñòèð ï³ä
Ïðèëóêàìè (37, 216, 374)

· Ñïàñüêèé Íîâãîðîä-Ñ³âåðñüêèé ìîíàñòèð (78, 98,
292)

· Ãëóõ³âñüêèé æ³íî÷èé ìîíàñòèð (67, 149)

· Ìàêñàê³âñüêèé ìîíàñòèð (125, 327)

· Áàòóðèíñüêèé æ³íî÷èé ìîíàñòèð (43, 100)

· Ñâÿòî-Âîçíåñåíñüêèé ìîíàñòèð â Ïåðåÿñëàâ³(331,
344)

· Ñâÿòî-Ìèê³ëüñüêèé Êðàñíîã³ðñüêèé ìîíàñòèð ï³ä
Ãàäÿ÷îì (44, 211)

· Çîëîòîí³ñüêèé ìîíàñòèð (63, 80)

· Í³æèíñüêèé ìîíàñòèð (51, 153)

· Ëþáåöüêèé ìîíàñòèð (390)

· Ïðåîáðàæåíñüêèé Ñïàñüêèé Ñêåëüñüêèé ìîíàñòèð
â ñ. Ñêåëüêà íà Ñóìùèí³ (180)

· Ð³çäâî-Áîãîðîäèöüêèé Í³æèíñüêèé Êðàñíîîñòð³â-
ñüêèé ìîíàñòèð (69)

· Ñâÿòî-Ãåîðã³¿âñüêèé ìîíàñòèð â Êîçåëüö³ (171)

· Ñâÿòî-Ìèê³ëüñüêèé ìîíàñòèð â Ìàêîøèí³ (54)

· Ñâÿòî-Ìèê³ëüñüêèé Êàòîøèíñüêèé ìîíàñòèð ï³ä
Òîïàëåì (349)

· Ñâÿòî-Ïîêðîâñüêèé æ³íî÷èé ìîíàñòèð â Ìàêîøèí³
(46)

· Ñâÿòî-Óñïåíñüêèé ìîíàñòèð â Êîðîï³ ³ Ñòàðîäóá³
(209)

· Ñâÿòî-Ïîêðîâñüêèé æ³íî÷èé ìîíàñòèð
ó Ïîëòàâ³ (505)

· Ñïàñüêèé æ³íî÷èé ìîíàñòèð â Áóäèùàõ (59)

Öåðêâè:

· Ñâÿòî-Óñïåíñüêà ó Íîâãîðîä-Ñ³âåðñüêîìó (83)

· Ñïàñüêà ó Ñòàðîäóá³ (417)

· Ñâ. ²îàííà Ïðåäòå÷³ ó Ñòàðîäóá³ (418)

Êð³ì òîãî, ðÿä óí³âåðñàëàì áóëî äàíî ïðåäñòàâíèêàì
äóõîâíîãî ñòàíó, â ïåðøó ÷åðãó êåð³âíèêàì ïðîòîïîï³é:
ïðîòîïîïàì ãëóõ³âñüêîìó (13, 249), ãàäÿöüêîìó (56),
ëîõâèöüêîìó (136, 416), ìèðãîðîäñüêîìó (71), íîâãîðîä-
ñ³âåðñüêîìó (236), ñòàðîäóáñüêîìó (52), âîðîí³çüêîìó
ïðîòî³ºðåþ (82), ³ðêë³¿âñüêîìó íàì³ñíèêó, ñâÿùåíèêó
Âàñèëþ Çóéêó (319), áîðçåíñüêîìó íàì³ñíèêó, ñâÿùåíèêó
Âàñèëþ Âåëè÷êîâñüêîìó (265), ñâÿùåíèêàì â Ãëóõîâ³
(47, 131), ²÷í³ (198), Êèñòåðö³ (68) Ëþáå÷³ (172, 268),
Ìåí³ (448), Í³æèí³ (365), ×îðíÿòèùàõ (99), â ñåëàõ
Ëàâè (322) òà Ëîòîêè (337); ñâî¿é ìàòåð³ - ³ãóìåí³¿
Ìàð³¿-Ìàãäàëèí³ (196), ìàòåð³ êàôåäðàëüíîãî íàì³ñíèêà
²îàíèê³ÿ (Ñåíþòîâè÷à) (483, 484), ²âàíó Ìàêîâñüêîìó,
êîëèøíüîìó êðîëåâåöüêîìó ñîòíèêó, êîòðèé âèð³øèâ
ïîñòðèãòèñÿ â ÷åíö³ Êèºâî-Ïå÷åðñüêî¿ ëàâðè (490). Ñë³ä
â³äçíà÷èòè, ùî ðÿä óí³âåðñàë³â ä³éøîâ äî íàøîãî ÷àñó
ó íåïîâíîìó âèãëÿä³ (ðåãåñòè òîùî). Òàê íàì âäàëîñÿ
âèÿâèòè ðåãåñòè óí³âåðñàë³â Ìàçåïè íà âîëîä³ííÿ
ìàºòíîñòÿìè Ñâÿòî-Ìèê³ëüñüêîìó Êðàñíîã³ðñüêîìó òà
Õðåñòîâîçäâèæåíñüêîìó Ïîëòàâñüêîìó ìîíàñòèðÿì; íà
çáóäóâàííÿ ãóòè ó âîëîä³ííÿõ ×åðí³ã³âñüêî¿ àðõ³ºïèñêîï³¿
³ ò.ä. ×èñåëüí³ñòü óí³âåðñàë³â Ìàçåïè, äàíèõ Êèºâî-
Ïå÷åðñüê³é ëàâð³, çã³äíî ç âèÿâëåíèì ¿õ ðåºñòðîì ñÿãàº
14, Ìåæèã³ðñüêîìó ìîíàñòèðåâ³ - 15. ßêùî âðàõóâàòè ³
¿õ, ³ òîé ôàêò, ùî íàñë³äóþ÷è ïðèêëàä ãåòüìàíà
àêòèâíîþ ìåöåíàòñüêîþ ä³ÿëüí³ñòþ ùîäî ÓÏÖ
çàéíÿëàñÿ êîçàöüêà ñòàðøèíà, òî ìàñøòàáè íàäàíü ÓÏÖ
â ÷àñè ãåòüìàíàòó Ìàçåïè âèãëÿäàþòü ùå âåëè÷í³øå.

×àñîì ìàñøòàáè ìàçåïèíèõ íàäàíü ìîæíà ïîð³âíÿòè
ç íàäàííÿìè éîãî ïîïåðåäíèê³â òà íàñòóïíèê³â. Òàê,
çáåð³ãñÿ ïðàêòè÷íî âåñü êîìïëåêñ ãåòüìàíñüêèõ
óí³âåðñàë³â, äàíèõ Ñâÿòî-Ìèõàéë³âñüêîìó Çîëîòîâåðõîìó
ìîíàñòèðåâ³ ó ÕV²²-ÕV²²² ñò.. Îòæå, êîëè Á.Õìåëüíèöüêèé
äàâ éîìó 5 óí³âåðñàë³â, à ïîäàëüø³ ãåòüìàíè é òîãî
ìåíøå, òî Ìàçåïà - äî äâîõ äåñÿòê³â. Á³ëüøå äàâ ò³ëüêè
².Ñêîðîïàäñüêèé (21 óí³âåðñàë), àëå ðÿä ìàºòíîñòåé áóëî
íàäàíî îñòàíí³ì ç ÷èñëà êîíô³ñêîâàíèõ ó Ìàçåïè òà
éîãî ïëåì³ííèö³, ñõèìíèö³ Ìàðòè (Âèòîñëàâñüêî¿). Äî
ðàí³øå íàäàíèõ ìàºòíîñòåé Ãëóõ³âñüêîìó
Ïåòðîïàâë³âñüêîìó ìîíàñòèðåâ³ ãåòüìàíàìè Âèãîâñüêèì,
Áðþõîâåöüêèì, Äîðîøåíêîì, Ìíîãîãð³øíèì òà
Ñàìîéëîâè÷åì Ìàçåïà äâîìà ñâî¿ìè óí³âåðñàëàìè-
ïðèâ³ëåÿìè äîäàâ òðè ñåëà, ðèáí³ îçåðà òà äâà âëàñíèõ
ìëèíè. Âèäàâàâ “îáîðîíí³ óí³âåðñàëè”, êîòðèìè öåðêîâí³
âîëîä³ííÿ îáåð³ãàëèñÿ â³ä çàç³õàíü ç áîêó ñâ³òñüêî¿

âëàäè, â³ä ïîñòî¿â â³éñüê òîùî. Ãåòüìàí íàäàâàâ
çåìë³, ñåëà ³ç çàëåæíèìè ñåëÿíàìè,
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ìëèíè, ïåðåâîçè, íàêàçóâàâ âèêîíóâàòè íà êîðèñòü
ìîíàñòèð³â ïåâí³ ïîâèííîñò³ (ãà÷åííÿ ãðåáåëü), íàäàâàâ
ïðèâ³ëå¿ (ðîáëåííÿ ãîð³ëêè, ïðîäàæ àëêîãîëüíèõ íàïî¿â
òà òþòþíó) ³ ò.ä., çàáîðîíÿâ ñåëÿíàì ïåðåõîäèòè ó
êîçàöüê³ ï³äñóñ³äêè é òàêèì ÷èíîì ó êîçàöüêèé ñòàí.
×èìàëî óí³âåðñàë³â òà ëèñò³â, ÿê³ ñòîñóâàëèñÿ îáîðîíè
ìîíàñòèð³â â³ä âòðó÷àííÿ ñâ³òñüêî¿ âëàäè, ïðàãíåííÿ
äåêîãî ç êîçàöüêî¿ ñòàðøèíè îáåðíóòè ÷åíö³â àáî
÷åðíèöü ó ñâî¿õ ï³ääàíèõ. Òàê, ï³ë ÷àñ ïåðåáóâàííÿ
Ìàçåïè ó ×åðí³ãîâ³ íàïðèê³íö³ 1695 äî íüîãî ïðèéøëè
÷åðíèö³ æ³íî÷îãî Ñâÿòî-Ï’ÿòíèöüêîãî ìîíàñòèðÿ ³ç
ñêàðãîþ íà ÷åðí³ã³âñüêîãî ïîëêîâíèêà ß. Ëèçîãóáà,
êîòðèé îáåðòàâ íà ïîëêîâ³ ïîòðåáè ïðàöþ ï³ääàíèõ
ìîíàñòèðÿ. Ó ñâîºìó ëèñò³ äî Ëèçîãóáà â³ä 8.01.1696
(29.12.1695) Ìàçåïà ñóâîðî çàáîðîíèâ “çà÷èïàòè
ïàíùèíîþ” çãàäàíèõ ìîíàõèíü.
Íåð³äêî ãåòüìàí ðîçâ’ÿçóâàâ
êîíôë³êòè ì³æ ìîíàñòèðÿìè, ÿê îò
ì³æ Áîãîÿâëåíñüêèì Áðàòñüêèì òà
Ìåæèã³ðñüêèì (223). Ó ñâ³òë ³
íîâîâèÿâëåíèõ äîêóìåíò³â ìîæíà
ïðîñòåæèòè é äåÿê³ íîâ³ òåíäåíö³¿ â
ãåòüìàíñüê³é äîïîìîç³ ÓÏÖ. Òàê,
ñâî¿ì óí³âåðñàëîì â³ä 22.02.1705ð. çà
ñò. ñòèëåì Ìàçåïà ïðèëó÷èâ äî
õðàìó ñâ. ²îàííà Ïðåäòå÷³ ó
Ñòàðîäóá³ ìóçè÷íèé öåõ, ùî ìàëî
ï³äòðèìàòè öåðêâó (418). Ó ñâîºìó
ïðàãíåíí³ äîïîìîãòè ÓÏÖ â³í ÷àñîì
ïåðåõîäèâ ïåâíó ìåæó, çä³éñíþþ÷è
é òàê³ ôîðìè ï³äòðèìêè, êîòð³ íå
âïîâí³ óçãîäæóþòüñÿ ç ë³òåðîþ ³
äóõîì Ñâÿòîãî Ïèñüìà (âîíè é íèí³ æèâóòü ó ïðàêòèö³
ÐÏÖ!). Ìàºìî íà óâàç³ ïðèâ³ëå¿ ìîíàñòèðÿì íà âîëîä³ííÿ
øèíêàìè, íà ãîð³ë÷àíó é òþòþíîâó îðåíäó, íà
ìîíîïîëüíèé ïðîäàæ ãîð³ëêè íà ìîíàñòèðñüêèõ
ïåðåâîçàõ òà ï³ä ÷àñ ÿðìàðê³â. Òàê³ ïðàâà áóëè çîêðåìà
íàäàí³ Ñïàñüêîìó ìîíàñòèðåâ³ â Íîâãîðîä-Ñ³âåðñüêîìó,
Ãóñòèíñüêîìó ï³ä Ïðèëóêàìè, ªëåöüêîìó ìîíàñòèðåâ³ ó
×åðí³ãîâ³ ò³ ³í.

Âðåøò³ íå ìîæíà íå çãàäàòè ïðî ÷èñëåíí³ äð³áí³ø³ äàðè
ãåòüìàíà ÓÏÖ, òîáòî äçâîíè, õðåñòè, áîãîñëóæáîâ³
êíèãè, ÷àø³, ³êîíè, îáëà÷åííÿ, íåð³äêî ç êîøòîâíèìè
îïðàâàìè òà îêëàäàìè...

Ìàçåïà íàäàâ íàäçâè÷àéíî âåëèêó ô³íàíñîâó äîïîìîãó
ïðàâîñëàâíèì õðàìàì òà ìîíàñòèðÿì ó ¿õ ïîáóäóâàíí³
òà ðåñòàâðàö³¿, ÷èìàëî ç íèõ ³ íèí³ º ö³ííèìè ïàì’ÿòêàìè
àðõ³òåêòóðè (äçâ³íèöÿ ó Ñîô³éñüêîìó ñîáîð³, Ñâÿòî-
²ëë³íñüêà, Ñâÿòî-Ìèê³ëüñüê³ öåðêâè (“Íàáåðåæíà” òà
“Ïðèòèñêà” íà êè¿âñüêîìó Ïîäîë³). Áóëî çáóäîâàíî
Ñâÿòî-Òðî¿öüêó íàäáðàìíó öåðêâó òà öåðêâó Âñ³õ Ñâÿòèõ
íàä Åêîíîìíîþ áðàìîþ Êèºâî-Ïå÷åðñüêî¿ ëàâðè,
ðåñòàâðîâàíî Ñâÿòî-Óñïåíñüêèé ñîáîð Êèºâî-
Ïå÷åðñüêî¿ ëàâðè. Ãåòüìàí ðåñòàâðóâàâ ÷è
ïåðåáóäóâàâ, îçäîáèâ õðàìè

ïðàêòè÷íî â óñ³õ êè¿âñüêèõ ³ ÷åðí³ã³âñüêèõ ìîíàñòèðÿõ,
òàêîæ â ãîëîâíèõ öåíòðàõ ë³âîá³÷íî¿ Ãåòüìàíùèíè
(Ãëóõ³â, Ïåðåÿñëàâ òà ³í.). Îñîáëèâå ì³ñöå íàëåæàëî
ãåòüìàíñüê³é ñòîëèö³ - Áàòóðèíó. ßê áóëî âñòàíîâëåíî
Ë.Ê³ÿøêî, â ÷àñè ãåòüìàíàòó Ìàçåïè òóò áóëî çâåäåíî
íèçêó õðàì³â, â ò.÷. ï’ÿòü - âëàñíèì êîøòîì ãåòüìàíà.
Õàðàêòåðíî, ùî âçàì³í äåðåâ’ÿíèõ õðàì³â áóëè çáóäîâàí³
êàì’ÿí³. Çà äåÿêèìè ï³äðàõóíêàìè, ïðîòÿãîì ñâîãî
ãåòüìàíàòó Ìàçåïà âëàñíèì êîøòîì â³äðîäèâ ³
ðåñòàâðóâàâ ïîíàä 20 öåðêîâ ³ ìîíàñòèð³â, ÿê îò Ñâÿòî-
Âîçíåñåíñüêèé ó Ïåðåÿñëàâ³ òà Ïåòðîïàâë³âñüêèé ï³ä
Ìîøíàìè. Íîâîâèÿâëåí³ äîêóìåíòè ñòîñóþòüñÿ ³íêîëè
çàïî÷àòêîâàíèõ ïðè àêòèâí³é ï³äòðèìö³ Ìàçåïè äåÿêèõ
ìîíàñòèð³â ÿê îò: Ñâÿòî-Óñïåíñüêèé Êàì’ÿíñüêèé òà
Ñâÿòî-Ìèê³ëüñüêèé ìîíàñòèð³ ó Ñòàðîäóáñüêîìó ïîëêó,

Ñâÿòî-Âîçíåñåíñüêèé ìîíàñòèð ó
Ïåðåÿñëàâ³, àáî æ â³äðîäæåíèõ
íèì, ÿê îò Ëþáåöüêèé, â³äîìèé ùå
ç ÷àñ³â ñâ. Àíòîí³ÿ Ïå÷åðñüêîãî. Âîíè
çàñâ³ä÷óþòü, ùî âëàñíèì êîøòîì
ãåòüìàíà áóëî çáóäîâàíî Ð³çäâî-
Áîãîðîäèöüêèé õðàì á³ëÿ ì.Áåðåçíî¿,
Ñâÿòî-Âîçíåñåíñüêèé õðàì ó Ïåðå-
ÿñëàâ³ (331). Âëàñíèì êîøòîì
ãåòüìàí ïðîô³íàíñóâàâ áàãàòîÿ-
ðóñíèé ³êîíîñòàñ Ñâÿòî-Óñïåíñüêîãî
ñîáîðó Êèºâî-Ïå÷åðñüêî¿ ëàâðè,
óêð³ïèâ ñò³íè íàâêîëî ëàâðè.
Âðàæàþ÷³ ñóìè ïîæåðòâ Ìàçåïè íà
Öåðêâó íàâåëà ñòàðøèíà ó
ñêëàäåíîìó 1709ð. (óæå â åì³ãðàö³¿)
ðåºñòð³ éîãî ôóíäàö³é òà äîíàö³é.

ßêùî çà öèì ðåºñòðîì ï³äñóìóâàòè âèäàòêè ãåòüìàíà,
òî âèéäå àñòðîíîì³÷íà ñóìà ïîíàä 1 ìëí. çîëîòèõ äóêàò³â,
ïðè÷îìó öåé ïåðåë³ê äàëåêî íå ïîâíèé, áî ñþäè íå
ââ³éøëè ïîæåðòâè áàãàòüîì öåðêâàì òà ìîíàñòèðÿì,
öåðêîâíèì ³íñòèòóö³ÿì òà äóõîâåíñòâó, áî ðÿä âèòðàò
óæå íå ìîæíà áóëî âñòàíîâèòè, ÿê îò íà çáóäóâàííÿ
Áàõìàöüêîãî, Äóìíèöüêîãî, Êàì’ÿíñüêîãî òà Ëþáåöüêîãî
ìîíàñòèð³â ³ç öåðêâàìè. Ùåäð³ ïîæåðòâè íà êîðèñòü
ÓÏÖ ãåòüìàí ïðèçíà÷èâ òàêîæ ³ â ñâîºìó çàïîâ³ò³. Âñå
öå ì³æ ³íøèì ï³äòâåðäæóº âèñíîâîê Î.Ìåçüêà-
Îãëîáëèíà ïðî òå, ùî Ìàçåïà íà â³äì³íó â³ä òîãî÷àñíèõ
âîëîäàð³â ó Çàõ³äí³é ªâðîï³, êîòð³ â³ääàâàëè ïåðåâàãó
ïàëàöàì, “áóäóâàâ ïåðåâàæíî öåðêâè àáî ïóáë³÷í³
áóäîâè (ïðèì³ðîì, áóäèíîê Êè¿âñüêî¿ àêàäåì³¿)”.

Ïðè âñüîìó öüîìó Ìàçåïà ïðîâîäèâ íàäçâè÷àéíî
çâàæåíó ô³íàíñîâó òà ñîö³àëüíó ïîë³òèêó. Ñâîþ äîïîìîãó
ÓÏÖ â³í ÷³òêî ñï³ââ³äíîñèâ ³ç ìîæëèâîñòÿìè äåðæàâíîãî
òà îñîáèñòîãî ñêàðáó, à ó ñâî¿é ñîö³àëüí³é ïîë³òèö³ íå
äîïóñêàâ ïåðåêîñ³â íà êîðèñòü äóõîâåíñòâó, ÿê³ á ìàëè
çàøêîäèòè ³íòåðåñàì ì³ùàíñüêîãî é îñîáëèâî
êîçàöüêîãî ñòàí³â. Îñîáëèâó îáåðåæí³ñòü Ìàçåïà âèÿâëÿâ

íà ïî÷àòêó ñâîº¿ êàäåíö³¿. Ïîêàçîâèì ó öüîìó ïëàí³
º éîãî ëèñò, ïèñàíèé íå ðàí³øå ñåðïíÿ 1687ð.,
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òîáòî íåâäîâç³ ï³ñëÿ îáðàííÿ Ìàçåïè ãåòüìàíîì,
â³äîìîìó öåðêîâíîìó òà êóëüòóðíîìó ä³ÿ÷åâ³ Óêðà¿íè,
àðõ³ìàíäðèòó Ñïàñüêîãî ìîíàñòèðÿ â Íîâãîðîä-Ñ³âåðñüêó
î.Ìèõàéëó (Ëåæàéñüêîìó). Ìàçåïà ð³øó÷å â³äêèíóâ
ñêàðãè àðõ³ìàíäðèòà é ïî ïóíêòàõ ïåðåë³÷èâ, ÿêà ñàìå
äîïîìîãà áóëà íàäàíà ö³é àðõ³ìàíäðè¿ (íàäàííÿ
ìàºòíîñòåé, çàõîäè ïî ïîâåðíåííþ ¿é “íîâîòíèõ”
êîçàê³â àáî òàêèõ, ùî ïîâò³êàëè ç â³éñüêà, òîùî). Òóò
æå ãåòüìàí çàñòåð³ã, ùî â³í í³êîëè íå ï³äå íà âèïèñ ³ç
ðåºñòðó çàäëÿ ïîâåðíåííÿ â ìîíàñòèðñüêå “ïîñëóøå-
íñòâî” çàñëóæåíèõ êîçàê³â, áî öå íàêëè÷å íà íüîãî “îò
Âîéñêà íåëþáîâ è íåçû÷ëèâîñòü” é ìîæå ïðèçâåñòè
äî êîíôë³êòó. À òàêèé êîíôë³êò, òà ùå â ðîçïàë
ï³äãîòîâêè äî íîâîãî öàðñüêîãî ïîõîäó íà Êðèì, êîëè
“çà÷àòàÿ ç áåñóðìàíàìè âîéíà òåïåð â êèïÿ÷îì îáîðîò³
îáð³òàåòñÿ”, ì³ã áè ïðèçâåñòè äî òîãî, ùî “â âåëèêèõ
ä³ëàõ ìîíàðøèõ äî ö³ëîñòè âñåãî õðèñòèÿíñòâà
ïîòðåáíûõ... óõîâàé áîæå, ó÷èíèëà á ñÿ çàâàäà”.

×èìàëî êîøò³â ãåòüìàí âèä³ëÿâ ÓÏÖ íà ãóìàí³òàðíó
äîïîìîãó, íà ðîçâèòîê öåðêîâíî¿ îñâ³òè ÿê îò: äâà ñåëà,
íàäàíèõ íà øïèòàëü Êèºâî-Ïå÷åðñüêî¿ ëàâðè, ùîð³÷íà
ïîæåðòâà êè¿âñüêèì áóðñàêàì 1000 çîëîòèõ, äîïîìîãà
ó áóä³âíèöòâ³ íîâîãî ïðèì³ùåííÿ äëÿ äðóêàðí³ ó Êèºâî-
Ïå÷åðñüê³é ëàâð³ òà ïðè ×åðí³ã³âñüê³é êàôåäð³, êóï³âë³
óñòàòêóâàííÿ äëÿ íèõ (ùå çà æèòòÿ Ìàçåïè áóëî âèäàíî
ðÿä ö³ííèõ êíèã, â ò.÷. Öâ³òíà Òð³îäü (1702), Êèºâî-
Ïå÷åðñüêèé ïàòåðèê (1702), íàïðåñòîëüíå ªâàíãåë³º
(1707), Ñëóæåáíèê (1708 ³ ò.ä.). Ùåäðîþ ðóêîþ ãåòüìàí
íàäàâàâ äîïîìîãó Êèºâî-Ìîãèëÿíñüê³é Àêàäåì³¿ (ïîíàä
200 òèñ. çîëîòèõ) òà ñòâîðåíîìó çà éîãî àêòèâíî¿
ï³äòðèìêè ×åðí³ã³âñüêîìó êîëåã³óìó. Âðàõîâóþ÷è, ùî â
ò³ ÷àñè Öåðêâà ³ êóëüòóðà áóëè â Óêðà¿í³ íåðîçðèâíî
ïîâ’ÿçàíèìè, ï³äòðèìêà ãåòüìàíîì ÓÏÖ íàäçâè÷àéíî
ïîçèòèâíî âïëèíóëà íà ðîçâèòîê óêðà¿íñüêî¿ êóëüòóðè,
íàñàìïåðåä ë³òåðàòóðè òà ìèñòåöòâà, àëå öå òåìà
îêðåìîãî äîñë³äæåííÿ, ÿêå äî ðå÷³ âæå ïî÷èíàº
ðîçðîáëÿòèñÿ.

Âñå âèùåñêàçàíå çíà÷íî ðîçøèðþº óÿâëåííÿ ïðî ðîëü
ãåòüìàíà ²âàíà Ìàçåïè ÿê ïîêðîâèòåëÿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿
Öåðêâè é ìåöåíàòà, º çàéâèì äîêàçîì áðåõëèâîñò³
ì³ôó ïðî ñð³áðîëþáñòâî ãåòüìàíà. Íîâîâèÿâëåí³
äæåðåëà âïîâí³ ï³äòâåðäæóþòü ïðàâîòó â³äîìîãî
öåðêîâíîãî òà êóëüòóðíîãî ä³ÿ÷à Óêðà¿íè, ñó÷àñíèêà
Ìàçåïè, ³ºðîìîíàõà Àíòîí³ÿ (Ñòàõîâñüêîãî), êîòðèé ñòàâ
ï³çí³øå ìèòðîïîëèòîì Ñèá³ðñüêèì ³ Òîáîëüñüêèì. Â³í

òàê âèçíà÷èâ ðîëü ãåòüìàíà ó ö³é ñïðàâ³: “Íå áûñòü
ïðåæäå åãî, ïîäîáåí åìó, è ïî íåì íå

áóäåò”.

Ãåòüìàí ²âàí Ìàçåïà
ÿê ïîêðîâèòåëü

Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè
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ß, Íàóìåíêî Êîñòÿíòèí Îëåêñ³éîâè÷, íàâ÷àþñü
íà ôàêóëüòåò³ ô³çè÷íîãî âèõîâàííÿ òà ïðèðîäîçíàâñòâà,
íà ²²² êóðñ³. Ùèðî äÿêóþ Âàì, çà ãðîøîâó äîïîìîãó, çà
Âàøó òóðáîòó òà ï³êëóâàííÿ ïðî íàñ. Ïîëþáëÿþ
çàéìàòèñÿ ñïîðòîì, íàéóëþáëåí³øèé âèä ñïîðòó-
âîëåéáîë. Áàæàþ Âàì, ùàñòÿ, ì³öíîãî çäîðîâ’ÿ,
íàïîëåãëèâî¿ ïðàö³ â ðîáîò³, óñï³õ³â â æèòò³.

Ç íàéêðàùèìè ïîáàæàííÿìè Íàóìåíêî Êîñòÿíòèí

ß, Òåïòÿ Äàð³ÿ ²âàí³âíà ùèðî âäÿ÷íà âàì çà
ùîì³ñÿ÷íó äîïîìîãó. Çà öåé êîðîòêèé ÷àñ íàâ÷àííÿ,
àäæå ÿ íà ïåðøîìó êóðñ³, ÿ äóæå çàäîâîëåíà âàøîþ
ï³äòðèìêîþ. Íàâ÷àþ÷èñü â øêîë³, íå îòðèìóþ÷è âàøî¿
äîïîìîãè ìîº æèòòÿ áóëî, ìîæíà ñêàçàòè,
íåð³çíîìàí³òíèì. Ö³ êîøòè ÿ ìîæó âèêîðèñòàòè íà ñâî¿
ïîòðåáè. ß ìàþ âåëèêó ðàä³ñòü, ùî òàê³ ëþäè, ÿê Âè-
³ñíóþòü, ùî âè ñåðéîçíî ñòàâèòåñü äî íåëåãêîãî æèòòÿ,
ÿê íàøå. ß â³ðþ â âàøó äîïîìîãó ³ â ïîäàëüøîìó æèòò³.

ß, Îðïîâ Äåíèñ Îëåêñàíäðîâè÷ ùèðî äÿêóþ
Âàì çà Âàøó ï³äòðèìêó, çà òå, ùî äëÿ Âàñ íå ³ñíóº
÷óæî¿ á³äè, çà ìèëîñåðäÿ. Âàøà äîïîìîãà äëÿ ìåíå º
äóæå ö³ííîþ, àäæå ö³ êîøòè äîïîìàãàþòü ìåí³
âèâ÷èòèñÿ. Ìåí³ äóæå ïîäîáàºòüñÿ ìîÿ ìàéáóòíÿ
ñïåö³àëüí³ñòü- ãåîãðàô³ÿ, ô³çêóëüòóðà. ß äîêëàäàþ âñ³õ
çóñèëü, ùîá âèâ÷èòèñÿ. Áàæàþ, ùîá Âè í³êîëè íå çíàëè
ãîðå, áóëè çäîðîâèìè, ùàñëèâèìè, äîâãèõ-äîâãèõ ðîê³â
æèòòÿ!!!

ß, Ìàêñèì÷óê Îëåíà Âîëîäèìèð³âíà, ÿâëÿþñü
ñòóäåíòêîþ Ïåðåÿñëàâ-Õìåëüíèöüêîãî óí³âåðñèòåòó.
Íàâ÷àþñÿ íà ôàêóëüòåò³ ïðèðîäîçíàâñòâà. Ùèðî äÿêóþ
Âàì çà òå, ùî Âè äîïîìàãàºòå íàì, ï³êëóºòåñü.

Áàæàþ Âàì ùàñòÿ, ì³öíîãî çäîðîâ’ÿ, óñï³õó,
íàòõíåííÿ, çëàãîäè ³ âñüîãî ñàìîãî íàéêðàùîãî.

Ç âäÿ÷í³ñòþ òà íàéêðàùèìè ïîáàæàííÿìè
Îëåíà.

ß, Ïîíîìàðåíêî Îëåêñàíäð Àðêàä³éîâè÷
âäÿ÷íèé Âàì çà íàäàíó ìàòåð³àëüíó äîïîìîãó. Ùèðî
äÿêóþ çà òå, ùî Âè äîïîìàãàºòå ìåí³ ³ òàêèì ñàìèì ÿê
ÿ. Çàâäÿêè Âàøèì äîïîìîãàì ÿ ìàþ âñå, ùî íåîáõ³äíî
ñòóäåíòó. ß ìð³þ âèâ÷èòèñü, ñòàòè â÷èòåëåì ³ñòîð³¿, â÷èòè
ä³òåé ³ âèõîâóâàòè ¿õ. Áóäó â ìàéáóòíüîìó òåæ
äîïîìàãàòè ä³òÿì ÿê³ ïîòðåáóþòü äîïîìîãè.

Äÿêóþ çà òå ùî Âè º ³ äîïîìàãàºòå.
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ß, Àíòîíîâ Îëåêñàíäð ²ãîðîâè÷, ñòóäåíò IV êóðñó
ôàêóëüòåòó ô³çè÷íîãî âèõîâàíÿ, îòðèìàâ â³ä
Îñòàïîâñüêî¿ Îëåíè Ìèêîëà¿âíè ñòèïåíä³þ Îá’ºäíàííÿ
Óêðà¿íñüêèõ Ïðàâîñëàâíèõ Ñåñòðèöòâ ó ÑØÀ ó ðîçì³ð³
65 äîëàð³â.

ß, Òðèôîíþê Ðóñëàí Îëåêñ³éîâè÷, ñòóäåíò 6
êóðñó ôàêóëüòåòó ïðèðîäíè÷î- ãåîãðàô³÷íèõ äèñöèïë³í,
îòðèìàâ â³ä Îñòàïîâñüêî¿ Îëåíè Ìèêîëà¿âíè ñòèïåíä³þ
Îá’ºäíàííþ óêðà¿íñüêèõ ïðàâîñëàâíèõ ñåñòðèöòâ ó ÑØÀ
ó ðîçì³ð³ 65 äîëàð³â.

Øàíîâíå îá’äíàííÿ óêðà¿íñüêèõ ïðàâîñëàâíèõ
ñåñòðèöòâ â Àìåðèö³, ìåíå çâóòü Ò³òîâà Àëëà, ÿ ñòóäåíòêà
²² êóðñó ôàêóëüòåòó ïåäàãîã³êè òà ïñèõîëîã³¿, ñïåö³àëüí³ñòü
- ñîö³àëüíà ïåäàãîã³êà.

Äóæå äÿêóþ Âàì çà òå, ùî íå çàáóâàºòå íàñ,
çà Âàøó ï³äòðèìêó òà òåïëî. Çà òå, ùî ï³êëóºòåñü ïðî
íàñ òà äîïîìàãàºòå. Öå äëÿ íàñ äóæå âàæëèâî. Àäæå,
íà öüîìó ñâ³ò³ òàê ìàëî ëþäåé ç òàêèìè âåëèêèìè ³
äîáðèìè ñåðöÿìè ÿê ó Âàñ.

Çàâäÿêè Âàø³é äîïîìîç³, ÿ ìîæó çä³éñíèòè óñ³
ìî¿ ìàëåíüê³ ìð³¿.

Ùå ðàç â³ä ùèðîãî ñåðöÿ äóæå Âàì äÿêóþ!
Ç ïîâàãîþ Àëëà

Ìè, ñåñòðè Õàâà  Ìàðèíà òà ²ðèíà äóæå
äÿêóºìî Âàì çà Âàøó òóðáîòó ó âèãëÿä³ ãðîøîâî¿
äîïîìîãè, ÿêó Âè âèä³ëÿºòå íàì êîæíîãî íàâ÷àëüíîãî
ðîêó!  Thanks! You are the best!

ß ñòóäåíòêà, Âàñèëåíêî ²ëîíà Ëåîí³ä³âíà õî÷ó
âèñëîâèòè Âàì ñâîþ ïîäÿêó çà òå, ùî Âè íàäàºòå íàì
äîïîìîãó, ÿêà íàì íåîáõ³äíà.

Íàäàþ÷è íàì äîïîìîãó ìè ìàºìî ìîæëèâ³ñòü
ðîçøèðèòè ñâî¿ ìð³¿.

Ïîá³ëüøå á òàêèõ îðãàí³çàö³é, ÿê³ á äîïîìàãàëè
íàì ä³òÿì-ñèðîòàì, ÿê³ íåìàþòü ï³äòðèìêó ç ð³äíî¿
ñòîðîíè. Òîìó, ùèðî Âàì äÿêóþ çà Âàøó òóðáîòó ïðî
íàñ ³ õî÷ó, ùîá Âè ùå íå ðàç ïðè¿õàëè äî íàñ.

Ìè áóäåìî ðàä³ Âàñ áà÷èòè. Íàä³ºìîñü íà òå,
ùî Âè ³ â íàñòóïíîìó ðîö³ ïðè¿äåòå äî íàñ.

Äÿêóþ!!!

ß Çàáîëîòíÿ Âàëåíòèíà Îëåêñàíäð³âíà â³ä
ùèðîãî ñåðöÿ õî÷ó ïîäÿêóâàòè Âàì: “Îá’ºäíàííÿ
óêðà¿íñüêèõ ïðàâîñëàâíèõ ñåñòðèöòâ ó ÑØÀ ³ì. ñâ.
Êíÿãèí³ Îëüãè” çà Âàøó äîáðîòó, ï³äòðèìêó. Âè äàºòå
çìîãó  çä³éñíþâàòè íàø³ çàïîâ³òí³ ìð³¿. ª áàãàòî ðå÷åé,
â³ä ÿêèõ ïîòð³áíî â³äìîâëÿòèñÿ, Âàøà äîïîìîãà
â³äêðèâàº âåëèê³ ìîæëèâîñò³. Ùèðî äÿêóþ ³ áàæàþ
Âàì íàñíàãè ó Âàø³é ïðàö³ òà ì³öíîãî çäîðîâ’ÿ.

ß, Êîçîð³ç Íàòàë³ÿ Âàñèë³âíà, õî÷ó ïîäÿêóâàòè
Âàì, çà ùîð³÷íó ìàòåð³àëüíó äîïîìîãó. Öÿ äîïîìîãà
äîïîìàãàº íàâ÷àòèñÿ, ïðîæèòè äåÿêèé ÷àñ ³ âçàãàë³
ôóíäàìåíò äëÿ ³ñíóâàííÿ. Âè äîïîìàãàºòå ä³òÿì, ÿê³
ïîòðåáóþòü Âàøî¿ äîïîìîãè, Âè òâîðèòå äîáðî. ß õî÷ó
Âàì ïîáàæàòè, ùîá Âè ³ñíóâàëè ùå íå îäèí ð³ê, ùîá
Áîã Âàì ïîñëàâ, ùå ì³öíîãî çäîðîâ’ÿ ³ â³ðè â òå, ùî âñå
öå ðîáèòüñÿ â ³ì’ÿ äîáðà.

Îá’ºäíàííÿ óêðà¿íñüêèõ ïðàâîñëàâíèõ ñåñòðèöòâ
â Àìåðèö³- Âè ò³ ëþäè, ÿê³ äàþòü øàíñ òàêèì ä³òÿì ÿê
ÿ, ÿê ìè âñ³ ó öüîìó çàë³, çà ùî Âàì â³ä ùèðîãî ñåðöÿ
âåëèêå ñëîâî Äÿêóþ.

Äÿêóþ çà òå, ùî Âè ³ñíóºòå, ³ ÿ íàä³þñü áóäåòå
³ñíóâàòè ùå áàãàòî ðîê³â.

ß, Âàñ³ëêà Ñâ³òëàíà, õî÷ó ïîäÿêóâàòè Âàøîìó
Îá’ºäíàííþ çà òå, ùî â òàê³ òÿæê³ ÷àñè º ëþäè, ÿê³
ìàþòü ÷àñ, ñèëè, ìîæëèâ³ñòü, ìèëîñåðäÿ â ñåðö³ äëÿ
äîïîìîãè òèì, õòî ¿¿ ïîòðåáóº. Äÿêóþ çà òå, ùî äàºòå
ìîæëèâ³ñòü íå çàáóâàòè ïðî äîáðî, ñâ³òëî; ïðî òå, ùî
ìè íåáàéäóæ³ êîìóñü, à îñîáëèâî, ïîäàºòå íàéêðàùèé
ïðèêëàä. Äÿêóþ çà â³ðó â ñåáå ³ â³ðó çîêðåìà.

Âèñëîâëþþ Âàì ñâîþ ïîâàãó çà Âàøå äîáðî ³
Áîæó ñïðàâó.

Áàæàþ Âàì çäîðîâ’ÿ, íàòõíåííÿ ³ Áîæîãî
áëàãîñëîâåííÿ.

ß, Ñàâ÷åíêî Ìèõàéëî, õî÷ó ïîäÿêóâàòè
Îá’ºäíàííÿ Óêðà¿íñüêèõ Ïðàâîñëàâíèõ ñåñòðèöòâ ó ÑØÀ
çà òå, ùî âè ï³êëóºòåñü ïðî íàñ, äîïîìàãàºòå íàì,
íåçàáóâàºòå. Âè äàðóºòå íàì íàä³þ íà òâîðåííÿ
íàéçàïîâ³òí³øèõ ìð³é. Äàºòå ìîæëèâ³ñòü íåçàáóâàòè ïðî
äîáðî, ùèð³ñòü, äîáðîçè÷ëèâ³ñòü, ñïðàâåäëèâ³ñòü, ïðî
òå, ùî ìè íåáàéäóæ³ êîìóñü. Äÿêóþ çà â³ðó â ñåáå, çà

â³ðó íà æèòòÿ, íà ñïðàâè, íà íàâ÷àííÿ ³ â³ðó
çîêðåìà.

 (Ïðîäîâæåííÿ ³ç ñò. 24)
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Çëîáà, íåâëàøòîâàí³ñòü, åêîëîã³÷í³ êàòàñòðîôè,
ì³æíàö³îíàëüí³ ÷âàðè, íåïîðîçóì³ííÿ ì³æ êîíôåñ³ÿìè,
âèíèêíåííÿ ñåêò, ïîë³òè÷íèé äåìîí³çì - óñå öå äóæå
íàñòîðîæóº ³ çìóøóº çàäóìàòèñü: à ÷è íå íàáëèæàºòüñÿ ÷àñ
ïðèõîäó àíòèõðèñòà? ×àñ, êîëè ð³âíîâàãà ì³æ äîáðîì ³ çëîì
ïîðóøèòüñÿ.

Â³ä ïî÷àòêó ñâ³òó äèÿâîë âîþº ç ðîäîì ëþäñüêèì,
³äå áîðîòüáà íå íà æèòòÿ, à íà ñìåðòü. Ñâîþ ÷îðíó ñïðàâó
ðîáèòü â³í ³ ñüîãîäí³, àëå íå òàê, ÿê òèñÿ÷à ÷è ñîòí³ ðîê³â
òîìó. Äèÿâîë, ÿê âèäíî, ïðèñòîñîâóºòüñÿ äî ð³âíÿ äóõîâíîãî
òà ³íòåëåêòóàëüíîãî ðîçâèòêó ëþäñòâà, äî íîâèõ ³ñòîðè÷íèõ
óìîâ.

Çãàäàéìî, äèÿâîë â ïåðåêëàä³ îçíà÷àº “íàêëåïíèê”,
ñïî÷àòêó â³í áóâ àíãåëîì, äîáðèì Áîæèì ñëóãîþ, àëå ç
âëàñíî¿ âîë³ çãð³øèâ, ³ Áîã ñêèíóâ Éîãî ç íåáà. Ïî÷óòòÿ äîáðà
éîìó íåíàâèñíå. Éîãî ìåòà - çàâîþâàòè äîâ³ðó, ïîíåâîëèòè
é ïîãóáèòè ëþäèíó.

Ïðîòå ïåðåä ìîëèòâîþ äèÿâîë áåçñèëèé. Áî¿òüñÿ
â³í òàêîæ ëàäàíó, ñâÿ÷åíî¿ âîäè, ñâÿòèõ ìîù³â, ñâÿòèõ ³êîí.
Òîáòî, âëàñíå - ïðàâåäíîãî ³ ñâÿòîãî.

Ñë³ä ïàì’ÿòàòè, ùî äèÿâîë íàëåæèòü äî ñâ³òó
íåâèäèìîãî, ³ òîìó ëþäèíà éîãî íå áà÷èòü. Íàøå ìàòåð³ÿëüíå
ò³ëî º í³áè îáîëîíêîþ, ùî çàõèùàº íàñ â³ä ñïîãëÿäàííÿ
íå÷èñòî¿ ñèëè.

Îñòàíí³ì ÷àñîì ç’ÿâèëîñü ÷èìàëî ëþäåé, ÿê³ ë³êóþòü
á³îïîëåì, ïðîðî÷àòü ìàéáóòíº... Ùîá çáàãíóòè ö³ ÿâèùà,
çâåðí³ìîñü äî Á³áë³¿.

Ó ä³ÿííÿõ àïîñòîë³â éäåòüñÿ ïðî âîðîæáèòà Ñèìîíà,
ÿêèé “äèâóâàâ ëþä ñàìàð³éñüêèé òà âèäàâàâ ñåáå çà ùîñü
âåëèêå”, ïðî ôàëüøèâîãî þäåéñüêîãî ïðîðîêà íà ³ì’ÿ Âàð
²ñóñ, ïðî ñëóæíèöþ, ÿêà ìàëà äóõà-â³ùóíà, ùî ãîâîðèâ
ïðàâäó, àëå éîãî ïðîãíàâ àïîñòîë Ïàâëî.

Êèºâî-Ïå÷åðñüêèé ïàòåðèê ïèøå ïðî Ìèêèòó, ÿêèé
çà ãîðä³ñòü, çàðîçóì³ííÿ áóâ îïàíîâàíèé á³ñîì, áî ìàâ äàð
ïðîðîêóâàííÿ ³ âåëèêó ïàì’ÿòü, çíàâ âåñü Ñòàðèé Çàâ³ò. Êîëè
æ ç íüîãî âèãíàëè á³ñà, òî â³í óñå çàáóâ.

Ùîäî äàðó ïðîðîêóâàííÿ, òî â³í áóâàº äàíèé ëþäèí³
â³ä íàðîäæåííÿ ³ ìîæå çá³ëüøèòèñÿ ÷åðåç ï³ñò ³ ïîáîæíå
æèòòÿ. Áóâàº, ùî öåé äàð íåñïîä³âàíî ç’ÿâëÿºòüñÿ ç ëàñêè
Áîæî¿. Àëå çäàòí³ñòü ïðîðîêóâàòè ìîæå ç’ÿâèòèñü ³ çà ñïðèÿííÿ
äèÿâîëà.

Äóæå áàãàòî ëþäåé çàðàç õîäèòü ë³êóâàòèñÿ äî
åêñòðàñåíñ³â, àëå âîíè íå çíàþòü, â ÷îìó æ ñóòü òîãî ë³êóâàííÿ.
Â³äîìî, ùî åêñòðàñåíñè âàðâàðñüêè ïåðåðîçïîä³ëÿþòü åíåð ³́þ,
âíàñë³äîê ÷îãî õâîðèé îðãàí îäåðæóº ¿¿ ³ ïîïðàâëÿºòüñÿ, à
³íøèé îðãàí ìîæå çàõâîð³òè. Åêñòðàñåíñè ÷àñòî äîâîäÿòü
ëþäåé äî ïñèõ³÷íèõ ðîçëàä³â. Òîä³ ÿê º ³íøèé øëÿõ äî
ïîëåãøåííÿ ³ çö³ëåííÿ: ïðè÷àñòÿ. Òà âðåøò³ êðàùå íàâ³òü
ïîìåðòè â Áîæ³é áëàãîäàò³. Áî Áîã äîïóñêàº õâîðîáè çà
íàø³ ãð³õè, ùîá ìè çðîçóì³ëè, ùî íàøå

æèòòÿ - öå êîðîòêà ìèòü, çà ÿêîþ ñòî¿òü â³÷í³ñòü. Õâîðîáà
äàºòüñÿ íàì äëÿ íàøîãî ïðîçð³ííÿ ³ ñìèðåííÿ, ùîá ìè çíàéøëè
â ñîá³ ñèëè ïîêàÿòèñü ³ çì³íèòè íàøå æèòòÿ íà êðàùå. Äóøó,
êð³ì Áîãà, íå ìîæíà äîâ³ðÿòè í³êîìó. Õòîñü ³ç ëþäåé ä³éñíî
ìàº Áîæèé äàð, àëå öåé äàð äàºòüñÿ ëþäÿì ç ÷èñòèì ñåðöåì,
ç áàãàòîð³÷íèì ïîáîæíèì æèòòÿì. Òàê³ ëþäè íå ãîðä³ ³ ë³êóþòü
áåçêîøòîâíî. Áî æ ²ñóñ Õðèñòîñ ñêàçàâ: “Äàðìà ä³ñòàëè -
äàðìà äàâàéòå”. Òàê îçäîðîâëÿâ ñâÿòèé Ïàíòåëåéìîí, ñâÿò³
Êîñìà ³ Äàì³ÿí, ÿê³ íàñàìïåðåä ë³êóâàëè äóøó, à ïîò³ì ò³ëî.
Ëþäè ÿêèõ âîíè âèë³êóâàëè, çì³íþâàëè ñâîº æèòòÿ,
çì³öíþâàëèñÿ ó â³ð³.

Ñâÿò³, çö³ëþþ÷è, çâåðòàëèñÿ ïðî äîïîìîãó äî Ñâÿòîãî
Äóõà. Åêñòðàñåíñè æ ÿê ïðàâèëî, âèêîðèñòîâóþòü äåìîí³÷íó
åíåðã³þ, ÿêà çàâäàº øêîäè õâîðîìó.

Àëå ÷è ìîæíà íàì çíàòè íàïåðåä ñâîº ìàéáóòíº?..
Çàðàç ðîçâåëîñÿ äóæå áàãàòî àñòðîëîã³â, ÿê³ òâåðäÿòü, ùî
äîëÿ ëþäèíè çàëåæèòü â³ä ðóõó ïëàíåò, â³ä ðîçòàøóâàííÿ

ç³ðîê ³ òîìó ïîä³áíå. Çâ³ñíî, ïëàíåòè âïëèâàþòü íà ðóõ
âîäè â îêåàíàõ, íà ðóõ â³òð³â, íà ðèòìè

Äîâiðÿòè äóøó ìîæíà ëèøå Áîãîâi
Âàñèëü ÁÅËÅÉ
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âñüîãî æèâîãî. Àëå ëþäèíó ñòâîðèâ Áîã, äàâ ¿é ðîçóì ³
âîëþ, ÷èì âîíà é ïîâèííà ïîñëóãîâóâàòèñÿ.

Ëþäèíà ìàº äîñëóõàòèñÿ ãîëîñó Ñâÿòîãî Äóõà.
×åðåç Íüîãî âîíà ï³çíàº ñåáå ³ ñâ³ò, îòðèìóº ñèëè ³
äàðóâàííÿ, ÿê³ ìàº âèêîðèñòîâóâàòè ò³ëüêè íà äîáð³ ä³ëà
çà Áîæîþ âîëåþ.

Ðîçâèòîê àñòðîëîã³¿, ùî ñïîñòåð³ãàºìî îñòàíí³ì
÷àñîì, º íåáåçïå÷íîþ îçíàêîþ. Òàê áóëî ïåðåä âñåñâ³òí³ì
ïîòîïîì, à çãîäîì, ÿêùî ïðîñòåæèòè ³ñòîð³þ ëþäñòâà ï³ñëÿ
Íîÿ, ìè ïîáà÷èìî, ùî ò³ äðåâí³ öèâ³ë³çàö³¿, â ÿêèõ ìàã³ÿ,
àñòðîëîã³ÿ é ³íø³ “òàºìí³ íàóêè” íàéá³ëüøå ïîøèðþâàëèñÿ,
çàõîïëþâàëè ñòðóêòóðó ñóñï³ëüñòâà ³ äîñÿãëè ñâîãî àïîãåþ,
ãèíóëè, ùåçàëè ç ëèöÿ çåìë³. Ïðèêëàäè: Âàâèëîíñüêå,
Àññèð³éñüêå, Ïåðñèäñüêå öàðñòâà.

Òîìó öåðêâà êàòåãîðè÷íî çàáîðîíÿº âîðîæ³ííÿ,
âãàäóâàííÿ ìàéáóòíüîãî. Íàâ³òü ï³ä ñòðàõîì ñìåðòè.

Áàãàòüîõ ëþäåé “ï³äêóïëÿº” òå, ùî âîðîæáèòè
êàæóòü ÷àñîì ïðàâäó. Îäíàê öå ïîÿñíþºòüñÿ òèì, ùî
äèÿâîë êîëèñü áóâ âêëþ÷åíèé â àíãåëüñüêó ºðàðõ³þ ³, òàê
÷è ³íàêøå, áóâ ïîñâÿ÷åíèé â òàºìíèö³ áóòòÿ. Ò³ çíàííÿ
âïàâø³ àíãåëè çáåðåãëè. ² íàìàãàþòüñÿ ï³äêîðèòè ñîá³
ëþäèíó øëÿõîì â³äêðèòòÿ ¿é äåÿêèõ òàºìíèöü.

Àáî òàê çâàí³ ïðèøåëüö³ ç êîñìîñó... À ó Á³áë³¿
íåìàº æîäíîãî íàòÿêó íà ³ñíóâàííÿ ³íøèõ öèâ³ë³çàö³é. Ç
öüîãî áóäåìî âèõîäèòè. Âò³ì òàê çâàí³ “ë³òàþ÷³ îá’ºêòè”
â³äîì³ áóëè ùå â ñèâó äàâíèíó. “ÍËÎ” ñóïðîâîäæóâàëè
â³éñüêî Àëåêñàíäðà Ìàêåäîíñüêîãî. Â äàâíüîìó
³íä³éñüêîìó òðàêòàò³ “Ìàõàáõàðàòà” ìîæíà ïðî÷èòàòè ïðî
äåÿê³ òåõí³÷í³ äåòàë³ ÍËÎ, çãàäóºòüñÿ ïðî íèõ ³ â äðåâí³õ
êèòàéñüêèõ ë³òîïèñàõ.

Òà çâåðí³ìîñü çíîâó äî Ñâÿòîãî Ïèñüìà. Â “Îäêðî-
âåííÿõ” ²âàíà Áîãîñëîâà, ïðèì³ðîì, ñêàçàíî, ùî ÷åðåç íåâ³ðó
ëþäåé ³ â³äñóòí³ñòü ïîäâèãó ïîñòó òà ìîëèòâè ñèëè òüìè
îòðèìàþòü âåëèêó âëàäó â ñïîêóñ³ ðîäó ëþäñüêîãî. Òàêó,
ùî íàâ³òü âîãîíü íà çåìëþ ïîñèëàòè áóäóòü (Îäêð. 13.13).

Àëå ïðîòÿãîì áàãàòüîõ â³ê³â äîâåäåíî, ùî íå÷èñò³
ÿâè ùåçàþòü ïðè ç³òêíåíí³ ç Áîæîþ ñèëîþ. Íàø ³ñòèííèé
çàõèñò - â³ðà â Áîãà, â Áîæå Ñëîâî, â ²ñóñà Õðèñòà, â
ñâÿòèé Õðåñò Ãîñïîäí³é. Íàñ çàõèùàº ìîëèòâà ³ Ñâÿòå
Ïðè÷àñòÿ.

Â îñîáëèâèõ âèïàäêàõ Öåðêâà âèêîðèñòîâóº
ñïåö³ÿëüí³ çàêëèíàíí³ ìîëèòâè, âì³ùåí³ â “Òðåáíèêó” (íà
öå ñâÿùåíèê ìóñèòü ìàòè äîçâ³ë â³ä öåðêîâíî¿ âëàäè).
Î÷åâèäíî, ïîðÿòóíîê çàëåæèòü íå ëèøå â³ä òîãî, õòî ÷èòàº
ìîëèòâè. Ñàìà ëþäèíà ìóñèòü ìàòè ñèëüíó â³ðó â Áîãà,
óïîâàòè ëèøå íà Íüîãî.

Ñåðåä ëþäåé ñòàðøîãî ïîêîë³ííÿ ïîøèðåíà
ïðàêòèêà âèëèâàííÿ âîñêó: ïðè õâîðîáàõ, ïåðåëÿêàõ ä³òåé,
íà âèïàäîê âðîê³â... Âèëèâàííÿ âîñêó Öåðêâà íå çàáîðîíÿº,
îñîáëèâî, êîëè âèêîðèñòîâóºòüñÿ ñâÿ÷åíà âîäà ³ ñâÿ÷åíèé
â³ñê, ÷èòàþòüñÿ ìîëèòâè. Íå º øê³äëèâèì â ñïàëåíí³
ñ³ðíèê³â ó âèïàäêó âðîê³â. Áî òàêå ä³éñíî º: ÿêàñü ëþäèíà
ç ñèëüíîþ íå´àòèâíîþ åíåð´³ºþ ìîæå íåäîáðå
ïîäèâèòèñÿ íà ³íøó ëþäèíó, ³ ò³é ñòàº ïîãàíî. Ïðîòå
íàéêðàùèé ñïîñ³á çàñòåðåãòèñÿ â³ä çëîãî - íîñèòè
ïîñâÿ÷åíèé õðåñòèê. Í³êîëè íå çàáóâàéìî: ãð³õè,
íåâ³ðà é ãîðäèíÿ ïåðåêðèâàþòü øëÿõ

ìèëîñåðäþ Áîæîìó ³ íå äàþòü ëþäèí³ îòðèìàòè ñïàñåííó
äîïîìîãó, àæ äîêè âîíà íå ïîêàºòüñÿ.

Ïàì’ÿòàéìî ñëîâà ç ïîñëàííÿ ²âàíà Áîãîñëîâà:
“Ëþá³, íå êîæíîìó äóõîâ³ â³ðòå, àëå âèïðîáóéòå äóõ³â.
×è âîíè â³ä Áîãà... Áàãàòî áî ëæåïðîðîê³â âèéøëî íà
ñâ³ò. Ç öüîãî ï³çíàâàéòå Áîæèé Äóõ, ÿêèé âèçíàº, ùî ²ñóñ
Õðèñòîñ ïðèéøîâ ó ò³ë³ â³ä Áîãà. Êîæåí äóõ, ùî íå âèçíàº
²ñóñà Õðèñòà, íå â³ä Áîãà, àëå â³ä àíòèõðèñòà” (Ïîñë.
².Áîã. 4.1).

Äîðîã³ ñåñòðèö³,
ôîíä Îá’ºäíàííÿ íà âèñèëêó Â²ÐÈ

â Óêðà¿íó âè÷åðïóºòüñÿ.
Öüîãî ðîêó áóäåìî âèñèëàòè ò³ëüêè äî
á³áë³îòåê. Ìàºìî â Óêðà¿í³ áàæàþ÷èõ

îòðèìóâàòè Â²ÐÓ, àëå íà æàëü öèõ
áàæàíü ìè íå ìîæåìî çàäîâ³ëüíèòè.
Ïåðåäïëàòà â Óêðà¿íó êîøòóº $25.

Ïåðåäïëà÷óéòå Â²ÐÓ, ÿê äàðóíîê äëÿ
÷èòà÷³â â Óêðà¿í³ ÷è ÑØÀ!

a soldier who called himself a follower of Alexander,
wearing the armor of Alexander’s army, who was a pretty
lousy soldier, who did whatever he wanted and refused
to do what was asked and required of soldiers in
Alexander’s army. Alexander sought him out, confronted
him about what he had heard and very simply told the
soldier, “Change your act or change your name!”

Wouldn’t this be equally appropriate for us and
our relationship with Christ? If we have put on Christ, if
we bear his name, and claim to be one of his followers,
shouldn’t we act as He would want us to, or else change
our names?

So what can we do concretely to show that we
have put on Christ? For starters, we can be forgiven and
restored to the purity of the day of our baptism by going
to confession! Then we can participate in the life of the
Church as we experience Christ in the liturgy. Accept
God’s invitation to be with Him in His house and receive
the food that gives eternal life and the strength to live a
life that keeps that garment white: take communion
OFTEN. (Let’s face it, if you only ate food once or twice
a year, your body would die. If you only take communion
once or twice a year, would it be surprising to think your
soul is dying?) Find out who this Christ is that you have
put on. That means reading the Bible. The more you
know Him, the more you will love Him, and want to live
as He wants us to live. And you will come to realize that

no matter how many times we fall and get our
garment dirty, He will be there to help us

up and try again.

(Conclusion from p. 11) Are You
Still “Wearing” Christ?
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“Likewise the Spirit also helpeth
our infirmities: for we know not
what we should pray for as we

ought: but the Spirit itself
maketh intercession for us. . .”

(Romans 8:26)

In truth, only the Holy
Spirit can enable us to pray, and
hence, only God can teach us.
Therefore, my natural question as
a mother is: “What happens to
children?” Can children indeed be
taught to pray by their parents?
The literal answer is shockingly,
“no,” because prayer must be a
conscious act of the person who
is doing the praying binding the
mind and heart together with
God’s presence. However, it is my
contention that as parents we can
provide an “atmosphere” which can allow children to
pray. . . allow God’s grace to work. This “atmosphere”
cannot merely evolve. Certain practices must both
comprise and enrich such an “atmosphere” which is
conducive for prayer. This paper will focus on these
practices which should make up the Christian family life.
      The experience of the family, of which the primary
function is the support and growth of each member,
gives each person a sense of who one is and how one
relates. It is thereby the foundation of religious education
and values. How a child acts in the world depends on the
biases of the child’s family. It does not take much
imagination for a child to understand God as Someone
who retaliates when the environment of the family
supports such a view. True, there are many other
influences affecting the child of today, such as the
television set, peer pressure, and schools. But it is ultimately
the family which must provide the opportunity for the
child to continue his/her association with God. Therefore,
the family must maintain an atmosphere in which the
child can experience God, and this involves a very
delicate balance of personal, social and
theological realities.

      How do we formulate
such an atmosphere as
parents?
      In order to answer this
question, it is necessary to
understand how it is that we
can experience God. According
to Timothy Ware, “God’s
energies, which are God
Himself, permeates all His
creation, and we experience
them in the form of deifying
grace and divine light.” When
one participates in these divine
energies, one is brought face
to face with God.  Thus, the
“atmosphere” is needed
merely to provide the
possibility for God’s energy to
enter our lives, to bring us
precisely, “face to face.”

      First and foremost, then, families must together
participate in the sacramental life of the Church. We, as
parents, can “theorize” all we want with our children —
and with good theory! But if we do not match our
theorizing with “practice,” there will be no connection
between the words and the practice. Thus the words will
be meaningless, while the actions will certainly speak;
actually, the actions will “shout!” The most common
example of this lack of connection, is sending the children
to Liturgy on Sunday morning rather than taking them
and partaking of the Body and Blood of our Savior
together. All that will be imparted in this case is the
impression that Sunday sleeping is valuable for adults and
the Liturgy is valuable for kids! And of course someday
when little Johnny becomes “of age”, he will not have to
participate himself in this experience for children. He,
too, can then be an adult and stay home to sleep.
      Secondly, as Christian parents, we have to lead
exemplary lives — lives which are “in touch” with Christ
and the Church. We cannot rely only on our own insights

as Proverbs 3:5-6, states, but must “acknowledge
the Lord to direct our paths.” We can

by Joan C. Allen
The Prayer LifeThe Prayer LifeThe Prayer LifeThe Prayer LifeThe Prayer Life

of Child and Parentof Child and Parentof Child and Parentof Child and Parentof Child and Parent
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do this through leading prayerful lives
ourselves. However, this “atmosphere-
which-provides-the-education,” I
suggest, can take place through
various practices of  which I can
immediately suggest five:
      1. The use of TIME AND SPACE.
This practice comes through setting
aside available time and space. It is
significant to take time only for prayer.
We can start with meal times, and
bedtime. If we send Sally to bed and
tell her to recite her prayers while we
are doing something else, she may do
it quickly for the sake of getting it over with, or she may
not do it at all. (Nor will we have any idea of what she is
saying!) But if she sees Daddy and/or Mommy seriously
praying in earnest devotion, she cannot help but be
encouraged or inspired to pay attention to her own prayers.
The benefits from such a unified prayer in a particular
time and space in the family life are numerous. Most
importantly, though, it shows the love and respect between
the father and mother. Also the individual parents can
draw from God the grace they need to direct
the minds and hearts of their children. In the
words of Jean-Nicholas Grou, “There is nothing
more likely to lead children to fear God in the
person of their parents, than a high opinion of
their piety.”  Equally noteworthy for this point
is that the family is not exuding its self-
sufficiency apart from God, but fulfilling instead
the words of Christ, in St. Matthew 18:20, which
states: “Where two or three are gathered in
my name, I am in the midst of them.” Christ is
there, in that time and space, with the family.
      Along with this point, parents must also
take time for personal prayer. The best way is
to discipline ourselves by setting a time each
day in our busy schedules, and holding to it!
Phones can be taken off the hook; doors can
be closed and locked.
      The other major consideration of this
personal prayer is the space where prayer takes
place. One has to decide for oneself which
place is most conducive to prayer. It could be in
the home, before the icon, or outside with the elements,
but mainly wherever one can be moved to sense being in
God’s presence; that is, in His space.
      2. Providing the CONTENT. This is the practice of
paying attention to the content of the prayer. The most
perfect prayer we can pray is that given to us by
Christ Himself the Lord’s Prayer. There

is nothing necessary for prayer which is
not contained in it. Its simplicity makes
it perfect for children as well as for
adults in every walk of life. However,
we must not only recite this prayer,
but understand what it is that we are
saying. We can, of course, do this by
reading Orthodox books specifically
explaining the Lord’s Prayer, or asking
direction from our priests. Once we
understand what it is that we are saying,
then we can pray with our heart. In
this sense, it is not even important to
concentrate on the words per se

(Matthew’s version of the Lord’s Prayer is different than
Luke’s). Rather, the Lord’s Prayer is the guide as to what
we pray for. From the Lord’s Prayer we can move on to
“Lord have mercy.” (The Jesus Prayer is an expanded
form of this.) We can certainly use a prayer book, but
not as a crutch. Children should know that there is no
such thing as memorizing “The Special Morning Prayer,”
but the fact that they should pray in the morning, and
give thanks to God for the new day. The prayer book

can help us in “what to pray” just as reading
the Psalms can. The point is that children will
begin to know of what their prayers should
consist, (for example, adoration of God,
thanksgiving to God, supplication before God,
etc.), and may learn to pray unselfishly, rather
than by orally submitting a “list” to Him (such
as one does with Santa Claus). This child needs
also to know that conditions cannot be placed
upon his/her prayers. “God do this for me, or
get that for me, then I will do this in return.”
We must all be willing to accept God’s will,
whatever it is and when He is ready.
      3. READING. Through this practice we
come to nourish our prayers with good reading.
The Bible, as the prime “reading” source,
provides much direction for the content of
prayer. The fathers of the Church provide many
insights as well. Christian parents must be
responsible to continue their own education,
through various readings, lectures, retreats,
Church programs, etc. It is not enough to

further one’s secular education or “job skills.” One must
grow in maturity of faith, or one becomes “stunted,”
unable to bloom. Once we become more aware, we will
as parents realize our inheritance and will be able to
consciously educate our children by our own lives. Our

children can have faith if we not only have faith,
but live it.
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      4. LISTENING. This is the
practice of learning to listen or
becoming more adept at hearing.
All of us are different and
distractions may make us unable
to concentrate. Ted Frederick
went so far as to say in an article
entitled, “Praying on the Run,”
that we learn to jog in order to
enhance our prayer life! His
reasoning is that through jogging,
we can discipline our l ives,
stimulate our intellect and our
emotional faculties, and well-
condition the bodies which we
were given. This is instead of
becoming prematurely tired and
unable to lift our hearts in prayer,
due to “lack of muscle tone and
proper oxygenization” of our
system. His idea is that running
increases our desire and our ability to perceive more
delicate stimuli which we may otherwise overlook in our
stuffy homes. I am not suggesting that we all jog in
order to be in shape to pray. But I am submitting the
thesis, regarding our prayer life, that we too must try to
“listen” to things we ordinarily take for granted, but which
should not be. It is by such listening that we can become
aware of silence. I can remember, for example, when I
came home from a serious hospital stay. It was Fall, and
my husband was out with the children. I was standing and
looking out the window. I heard the wind rattling the
panes, the sound of the heating unit clicking on, and
suddenly I felt enriched by the silence . . . aware that I
was truly alone with God. The point is that this silence
can be a true plus to “centering” in our prayer life. It was
for me an awareness of where I was, who I was, and
who God is.
      It was Teresa of Avila who cautioned, “We ought to
address ourselves to prayer rather in order to listen than
to speak. “If we have difficulty in hearing the obvious
around us, how can we expect to listen to the “small still
voice” of the Spirit of God within us?
      5. THANKSGIVING. The final practice is simply by
living a life of thanksgiving. If we truly are thankful for
all things, for God’s infinite mercy, and for God, then we
should not be constantly complaining or miserable beings.
This attitude is easily acquired by our children just as
assuredly as they pick up a cold from others. It is so easy
to fall into the “woe is me” category when things are not
the way we want them. And instead of greeting each
day with thankfulness, or “catching” our children being
good, we slip into despair when the car will not start or
the children fail to act as “adult-like” as we would have
them act. The old saying is true: we can look at a
rose and bemoan the fact that it has

thorns, or be grateful that the thorn
branch has roses on it. Better yet,
we can be thankful that there is a
rose, is a tree, is a world. Personally,
I have always found that when I feel
moments of darkness, a simple visit
to the nearest hospital to lift myself
from my surroundings into the lives
of those persons who are really
suffering, is quick to restore me. Or
perhaps one can stay home and read
the story of Job. The point is that
these moments of darkness come
precisely because we are centering
on ourselves, and not on the Lord.
(As it is written in Psalm 36:9, as a
reminder of this fact: “For with thee
is the fountain of life: in thy light
shall we see light.”) Such a self-
centeredness, I feel, is synonymous
to the misuse of material possessions.

We must remember that all we possess can be taken
from us. Everything that we take into our own hands in
order to “possess it”, or to “store it”, keeps us from
sharing it with others. Love, then, becomes lost. We can
truly trap ourselves in our possessions through enslavement
to objects, to people, to jobs. Therefore, we must consider
ourselves rich in the knowledge that everything we possess
is a gift of God and a sign of His love. This is the knowledge
which will enable us constantly to give “thanks to the
Lord.” As St. Paul wrote to the Colossians (3:17):
“Whatsoever ye do in word and deed, do all in the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ, giving thanks to God and the
Father by him.”
      Despite all that we can propose, there are no easy
answers to the questions we have as parents. And there
are no guaranteed results. But we can, at the very least,
feel secure in the knowledge that we have indeed done
our best to provide this “atmosphere” which is comprised
of these practices. It is through such an atmosphere of
the family, which is a
Christian family, that I
think we can provide a
type of “hidden
curriculum” in our
educational role. We
have accepted our
responsibility and
acted upon it. We
have put our faith
on the line. The rest
must be accepted by
our children and left
to the grace of God.
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