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The National Board of the
United Ukrainian Orthodox
Sisterhoods of the UOC of
the USA and the Editorial
Board of “Vira/Faith” dedicate
this edition of our magazine
to the unbroken spirit of a
ukrainian christian and newly
elected President of Ukraine
Viktor Yushchenko!
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1 TeE€4T, 04 Ta 4éTaaTé, uT Taead d=ieo’
Daa+-a1eTa® Téeradapol naia fa 4ddacaiu, WHyou
ToTadnie, TRyol UTo=TTaT &'adTaxaily ToedTae é
®e00y. ITed &4 61 © faTeyareé feTate * Taviesy. A
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TOe0TAaG0l 0a faTa adiéa Adiéa ToT 03, UT TTHoaol E04aéT. 2 4adadT Toe-e
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é éaiTi=iTh. 8T 0adan” —ia xaséi!- 04 =eas, ! oT
Toad4aa, 64 —aTey and aaee- o a T iT adeeery
880, ATey 6T®IT; Ade~ Acasae T-4- ' , ~ef-
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UT © ¢ caéé@atolily a4 Daa+aieTa cTa+ai 1y TA TTOORAGCT T TAOAETT6AA0E 0 T6%A 6T+a 4 0T 0,
ée@a ca Tael ¢ 4adaoluTo anTa UT 0263 TA0AETTOAATTY 06T 4 TAATORUTA S, TOAAATATAANT,
TITATCae-1TaT yaeua faogT; foT 42081 T4 ATAITAT TI6y 14 TA08ETTaCHT, UT AaédTi a6a
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0ATO+THY" a'a “Naaéa Ae o TATAT” 6 | T-84Q4ITT, © 46Uoeé ca ¥A04 ' AaédTTa, & TAAIT é ¢ca Aaiod,
cieTag, 0883 1T” AT “TTH0adep 620 DAcTT Ocyoed. Taws cal éyée, TORTONY'T, 048 IT0aae T4 fdaaeyol,
Eacddeie.. Aéd 14 eewd 0aiaoe 1Txd €63 0T16, UT 64 14 4 Tawed cae+ayd * Ta aarTa'aal
Ta&00 0TT. ATAGOl TTHaTy0e &3 Tag'é Theoes. Agd A déeden a0’ Taddl TaaTTo'ipp+e
Taodoeeo “ITTieany” ¢ Aradaiace+iT-é 8a 4 ( Daa+aiéa, 6Teal 080a,T400 ¢Tac, +€1 aéy 1ai © Paa-aiet-
£436TAaeTTN0® TT-33+4TEANIETIO 16a0Th) 1 TTa0 ! yéa &'da <Toéa & 6 Taw'é A06TATTA Adg TUTAT. 2 0T
“A&EEET1 0+aT€04-80T1 T TacaedeeiT &'a O0TAT, Y86 TTiaa Tao’Tiaeurd aadeiol 1a°
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aTnelaiediuéa Toaoy, +oartaeé (ca a'adaata 1a°1T +0x Toad' (Taddl
NAATO0ATT Ad0xd Toce+Ted fo+anieéd) ATIT 8a0%) TOT DAa+aiéa-60aTe-
fita 0a Tacyaiyieé +ad nrasTciTaieéa fééa 2 @éTaa, UT ATM aThe'a=aia
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In the Grip Of Great Frustrations

The unknown Yuriy Kosach

By Serhiy HUPALO, Kyvertsi, Volyn oblast

ILLUSTRATION SUPPLIED BY THEAUTHOR

December 18 marked the 95th birth anniversary of the outstanding Ukrainian
writer Yurly Kosach (Jurij Kosacz). The life path of Lesia Ukrayinka’'s nephew was
studded with great frustrations, hopes, and grave mistakes. Having opted in his youth
for exalted ideals and disobedience, Yuriy Kosach served a number of prison terms in
Polish and German jails. Yet, in the twilight of his life, he was convinced that Ukraine

should be part of the Soviet Union.

When Lesia Ukrayinka’s centennial was being celebrated, the writer, who had just
arrived from the US, recalled the difficult period of the 1920s and 1930s, noting that in

those years he had been close to nationalism but never belonged to any nationalist organi- g ]

zation. But this is far from the truth.

THE END OF THE KOVEL UNDERGROUND

Late May 1932 marked the conclusion of the
investigation into the case of the Kovel underground
Ukrainian nationalist group headed by Lesia Ukrayinka’s
nephew Yuriy Kosach. The following month the Volyn
voivode’s counselor Stefan Vasylevsky finally proved to
prosecutors that the Kovel underground fighters were
members of the Ukrainian Military Organization (UVO),
ie., terrorists, who deserved the harshest possible pun-
ishment. This occurred precisely two years before the
Lviv underground fighters led by Stepan Bandera mas-
terminded the assassination of Polish Interior Minister
Bronislaw Pieracki.

A HISTORICAL REFERENCE

The Polish police uncovered the existence of the
Kovel underground fighters in February 1931, when they
arrested Yuriy Kosach, who was a law student at War-
saw University. The young writer was accused of nation-
alism, and his frequent visits to Kovel and contacts with
local youth confirmed the police’s suspicions that a ter-
rorist UVO group was based in this large railway junc-
tion. The underground worked under the guise of the
so-called Cultural Society in which Yuriy Kosach was or-
ganizing local patriots.

The underground fighters would gather in Kovel,
Kolodiazne, and nearby villages to study nationalist lit-
erature (Surma, Rozbudova natsiyi) that Kosach kept
sending from Lviv and Warsaw. The underground nucleus
was comprised of Volodymyr Markevych, Myroslav
Onyshkevych, Pavlo Vitryk, Heorhiy Lisnevych, Zinoviy and
Serhiy Somchynsky, lllia Kunytsia, and lllia Sydorsky.

In late 1931, when Yuriy Kosach informed the
underground fighters that they would soon receive weap-
ons, one of them, Yefrem Dmytruk, reported this to a

village administrator named Pacholczuk. Arrests followed.
Yuriy Kosach was taken to the Lutsk jail. As the police
gathered evidence on the underground, a ring of irre-
futable accusations relentlessly tightened around Yuriy.
A fellow student, Mykola Livytsky, the future president
of the Ukrainian National Republic’s Government-in-ex-
ile for twenty years, managed to reduce the accusations
against Kosach with the aid of his defense lawyer Samuel
Pidhirsky, noting that Kosach was part of the Union of
Ukrainian State Nationalists, which had organized a na-
tionalist movement exclusively on Soviet Ukrainian terri-
tory. It was Mykola Livytsky himself who had instructed
Yuriy Kosach to draw up a document entitled “Plan to
Launch a National Movement in Volyn.”

Now that the shroud of secrecy has been lifted,
the three bulky volumes comprising Yuriy Kosach'’s case
are now stored in the Volyn Oblast State Archives. Among
other documents, they include excerpts from the above-
mentioned plan.

“In the first period, conscientious nationalist mili-
tants will form the nucleus of a future organization of
Volyn nationalists. The same nationalist militants will learn
to wield greater influence by drafting as many educa-
tional and public-outreach platforms as possible and con-
stantly propagating a nationally oriented ideology. This
requires gradually setting up unofficial, for the time be-
ing, national societies aimed at spreading national ideas
and drawing up a nation-oriented ideology and social
superstructure, and, whenever possible, waging an ac-
tive struggle.”

The underground showed undaunted courage.
The 24-year-old Zinoviy Somchynsky testified in writing,
“The Volyn land is not as calm as it seems to be. Al-
though fate placed it in a God-forsaken place exposed
to the winds and the Polish police, it has already seen
the beginning of a sociopolitical movement.”
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The members of the underground managed to
organize only two groups whose membership was sup-
posed to expand in the course of time. To ensure strict
secrecy, the five members of one group were not al-
lowed to know their counterparts in the other, and each
of them pledged to form a group of his own and fol-
low Yuriy Kosach’s instructions. Traitors were punished
by death. The militants would camp in Kolodiazhne and
on the banks of the river Turiya and bury prohibited
literature in vegetable gardens or beneath barn floors.
They maintained close contacts with the Lviv-based Sokil-
Batko (Father Falcon) nationalist society.

After graduating from a Ukrainian lyceum in Lviv
in 1927 and enrolling in Warsaw University’s Law School,
Yuriy Kosach became an activist in the Union of Ukrai-
nian State Nationalists headed by Mykola Livytsky. As
the secretary of this organization, he propagated the
idea of fighting the USSR to form an independent state
in the Soviet-occupied lands. He recruited manpower for
a legion that would eventually be sent to Soviet Ukraine.
Kosach chose his native Volyn as the site of his activities.
In August 1929, when the UVO became the OUN'’s com-
bat branch and Yuriy was visiting relatives in Kolodiazhne,
he was approached by an envoy from the Prague-based
nationalist leadership, who suggested that Kosach serve
as general secretary of Volyn's Ukrainian nationalists.
Yuriy reportedly declined.

The members of the underground received light
punishment: Vitryk and Somchynsky were sentenced to
eighteen months, Kunytsia and Lisnevych to one year,
and Yuriy Kosach to four years in prison. The Kovel
underground ceased to exist. After the Lublin court of
appeals passed down its final sentence in April 1933,
Kosach escaped to Prague, after having been released
on bail in the amount of 500 zloty paid by his mother.

ESCAPE FROM PRISON AND... FROM HIMSELF

In early May the young writer arrived in Prague.
Even the numerous intercessions on the part of the
distinguished scholar and professor of Warsaw Univer-
sity, Roman Smal- Stotsky, failed to protect Kosach from
punishment. Kosach’s reputation as an “eternal revolu-
tionary” and follower of Mykola Khvylovy, as well as
notes discovered during a search, in which Yuriy said
that young Ukrainians ought to streamline their chaotic
activities and revive the spirit of the 1917 revolution, clearly
did not work to the young writer’s advantage.

In Prague Yuriy Kosach worked in the archives
and wrote prolifically. In 1934 the prestigious Ivan Franko
Society of Writers and Journalists awarded Kosach sec-
ond prize for a collection of poems entitled Cherlen,
which was dedicated to Khvylovy, and for the novel The
Sun Rises in Chyhyryn. (The first prize went to Ulas
Samchuk for the first part of his trilogy Volyn and the
third prize to Bohdan Ihor Antonych for his collection of

poems Three Signet Rings). In addition to Cherlen,
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Yuriy Kosach wrote and published in exile A Moment
with a Master (1936), Ariadne’s Thread (1937), Enchant-
ing Ukraine (1937), and The Lady of Hlukhiv (1938).

Yuriy Kosach returned to Ukraine when it was
under German occupation. He was arrested in Lviv, im-
prisoned, and then deported to Germany. The postwar
years in Germany were quite fruitful for Kosach. To-
gether with a group of like-minded writers, including
Ivan Bahriany, Viktor Domontovych, and Yuriy Sherekh,
he claimed that the current literary process in Ukraine
was experiencing a profound crisis. In Germany he pub-
lished the novel Aeneas and the Life of Others, which
echoed his 1929 short story The End of Ataman Kozyr,
about the frustration and spiritual drama of a Ukrainian
nationalist. These works in fact prophesied Kosach’s fur-
ther destiny.

Some time later, in the US, Yuriy Kosach changed
his political views. He now saw nationalism as an evil and
Soviet Ukraine as Elysium. In 1964 the writer was invited
to the USSR to celebrate the 150th birth anniversary of
Taras Shevchenko. After his return to the US, Kosach
told Ukrayinski visti, “Ukraine is the country of the un-
chained Prometheus, who was punished for so many
centuries for daring to equal the gods. Now Prometheus
is free. The former plebeian, tramp, pariah, serf, and
slave has become the ruler of his spirit. he builds cities,
organizes regions and economic areas, plans, creates,
commands, and leads the people forward and forward.”
God only knows why the former champion of an inde-
pendent and free Ukraine became a patriot of Soviet
Ukraine, why he found himself in a very difficult situa-
tion, “setting [for himself] the goal of a life-and-death
struggle against the so-called doctrine and people of
nationalism, and being aware of the tremendous harm
they do to the Ukrainian people.”

Yuriy Kosach made frequent visits to Soviet
Ukraine, where he was a welcome guest of highly placed
officials and well known writers. He adored Kyiv. He of-
ten said he was born in Kyiv, although archival docu-
ments say otherwise: Kosach was born in the village of
Kolodiazhne, near Kovel in Volyn. But, after all, it is up
to the writer to know where he was born, and this does
not dwarf his heroic and simultaneously tragic figure.
You feel it all the more acutely when you know that
Kosach was not simply in love with life. He was a spiri-
tual brother of Antonych, who wrote that he “was a
beetle and fed off the cherries immortalized by
Shevchenko.”

Despite this, Yuriy Kosach painted his surround-
ings in dark colors. The contemporary world often stood
in the writer’'s way, so he sought comfort in the past.
This led him to write such historical prose works, such as
The Sun Rises in Chyhyryn, Khmelnytsky’s Rubicon, and
The Mistress of Pontis. In these comforting moments
Yuriy Kosach created his most important short stories
and novels. The writer died at the age of eighty in the
Us, an alien land.
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Sound Conservatism

By Liudmyla RIABOKON, The Day

Young rural people attend church, are eager to work, and take pride in their country

Every year up to 18,000 villages vanish from the
map of Ukraine. They become depopulated as a result of
harsh living conditions. The exacerbation of socioeconomic
problems in the countryside is leading to a slump in the
local economy, whose development is dependent on the
extent to which rural youth are interested in it. Last year
this population group drew the attention of sociologists for
the first time in Ukraine. This resulted in fundamental research
that has now been published by the Ministry for Family and
Youth Affairs.

POLITICS IN THE SPOTLIGHT

Contrary to a deeply rooted belief, young people in
rural areas take more pride in being Ukrainian citizens than
their urban peers. One half of young villagers identify
themselves with the Ukrainian nation, first of all by virtue of
the fact that they live in Ukraine rather than by any hereditary
factors. These young rural people account for 90% in the
western part of the country, over 72% in the south and
east, and 50% in the Crimea. Most young villagers have a
deferential attitude toward Ukraine’s official symbols, such
as the flag and anthem. One out of every two respondents
confirmed their readiness to take up arms in defense of
their native land, and 11% said they would readily sacrifice
their lives for their country.

Rural youth are more convinced than their urban
peers that Ukraine was right to choose independence.
Researchers claim that if a referendum were held today on
proclaiming an independent Ukrainian state, 68% of young
villagers and 59% of city dwellers would vote in favor. Eight
percent of young rural dwellers would oppose independence,
while one-quarter of their urban peers would be tormented
by doubts about making a decision.

Sociologists did not overlook a question about the
reunification of Ukraine and Russia. Thirty-two percent of
rural youth are prepared to support a politician wielding the
slogan of reunification. However, nearly one-half of young
people in western Ukrainian villages, 48% in the northern
region, and 13% in the Crimea categorically refused to vote
for this kind of politician. The idea of supporting politicians
who favor independence is especially popular among the
youngest rural respondents. As for choosing the vector of
international integration, preference is given to a
rapprochement between Ukraine and the European Union.
Fifty-seven percent of young villagers are ready to support
a politician in favor of this kind of integration, while 45 out
of 100 respondents would prefer one that champions
integration within the SES. The survey also showed that
one-quarter of village boys and girls favor joining NATO,

-
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RESEARCH HAS SHOWN THAT BOTH RURAL
AND URBAN YOUTH HAVE ALMOST IDENTICAL
VIEWSON THE INSTITUTION OF MARRIAGE.
BUT YOUNG PEOPLE FROM THE COUNTRYSIDE
USUALLY BIND THEMSELVESWITH THE TIES
OF HYMEN PRIMARILY IN ORDER
TO KEEP THE DOMESTIC ECONOMY GOING,
WHILE “TOWNEES’ DO SO “TO SATISFY THE
REQUIREMENT OF LOVE AND MARITAL BLISS’

while one-half opposes this idea. Thirty-eight percent of their
urban peers favor NATO membership and 43% are against it.

What is the attitude of young rural people to the
political life in this country? In the past ten years the
percentage of those who are always interested in political
developments has increased. This refers in particular to those
young people who take an active part in political life or just
try to keep abreast of events. The number of young people
who take an occasional interest in politics (when it touches
upon their personal interests one way or another) has
decreased, while the number of those who are indifferent
has remained unchanged. Also on the decline is the number
of rural residents who, in spite of their young age, are unable
to clearly state their ideological preferences. Research shows
that at the beginning of this year [2004] about 20% of
young villagers were ignorant about political currents, but
this figure dropped to 15% six months before the presidential
elections.

ON GOD, LANGUAGE, AND THE “SIMPLEST OCCUPATIONS”

The church is seen as exerting an increasingly more
powerful influence on young Ukrainian villagers. The vast
majority of respondents note that religion is their personal
belief in God, while a quarter of those polled say this means
goodness, conscience, mercy, and the moral law. One-fifth
believes this is merely a tradition. Most young people attend
church occasionally. In the countryside there are more believers
than in the city, both on the whole and among young p'%%ple.
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Three-quarters of young villagers who took part in the
2004 poll called themselves believers. Interestingly, they
accounted for over 90% in the western region, with the
lowest percentage - 59% - occurring in the south.

The number of young villagers who say that
Ukrainian is their native language is rising every year. The
current figure is 84%, while seven years ago the number
was 8% lower. Today, 71% of rural youth speak Ukrainian
at home. Sixty-five percent do so in public places, shops,
and on public transport, and 57% in the workplace.

The greatest number of young people with a higher
education is found in the villages of Ternopil, Lviv, Donetsk,
Vinnytsia, Kyiv, and Cherkasy oblasts. There are far fewer
highly educated young people in southern villages. Quite a
few young people in Mykolayiv, Kherson, Zaporizhia, and
Sumy oblasts either have a primary education or are even
illiterate. Educational level is closely linked to employment.
Limited opportunities for young villagers to obtain
employment and realize their professional potential, as well
as inefficient application of education by those who are
employed, have created a situation in which nearly 45% of
young villagers aged 14 to 27 perform the simplest functions
at work, i.e., they belong to the group of “simplest
occupations.” To carry out a task, they usually make do
with manual tools and exert considerable physical effort.
Farming is the basic type of economic activity among
Ukraine’s rural population. Even if a young person is
employed, his/her household almost always has a subsidiary
farm outside the sector in which s/he works. Yet, as the
survey indicates, rural boys and girls have a lukewarm
attitude to agricultural work today. As few as 13% named
this as their vocation, while 22% say they have to do it,
although they admit it helps them survive.

SUPPORTING REFORMS

At the same time, young rural people are in favor
of market reforms. In any case, during the presidential
elections it mattered for 40% of the respondents whether
the candidate favored a market economy. The market-
related option of young villagers was also confirmed by
their attitude to ownership of farmland: 34% think that
land should be private property, 30% favor all kinds of
ownership, while 15% and 11% opt for public and collective
ownership, respectively. One in ten young rural respondents
spoke out against private farms, and 15% were unsure.

It should be noted that both rural and urban young
people are almost equally worried about problems stemming
from domestic and foreign economic policies. Twenty- five
percent of those polled in the countryside and 30% of
young urbanites closely follow the economic situation. Only
five out of a hundred respondents are troubled by
ineffective economic reforms, and one in ten deplores the
lack of real investments in the economy. Experts attribute
this to the isolated nature of the rural lifestyle and limited
access to information. They claim that, although young
villagers are not very satisfied with the current economic
policy, they display a generally positive attitude to market-
economy transformations. However, they are not prepared
to participate actively in the latter.

Tellingly, rural and urban young people cherish
almost the same work ethic. A poll conducted by the State
Institute for the Study of Family and Youth Problems in the
summer of 2004 showed that both rural and urban youth
believe that the most important thing is that work should
be well-paid, interesting, and conform to the individual's
abilities. Both in the countryside and in the city, young people
value work that commands respect, has a suitable schedule,
and leaves enough leisure time. Yet, young villagers are less
fearful of hard work than townees are. They are also less
worried about showing initiative at work and the possibility
of achieving early success. Besides, young city dwellers more
often express discontent over their wages than their rural
peers (74% versus 67%). One-half of polled young villagers
named hard manual labor as the main drawback of their
employment, while only one-quarter of urban residents raised
the same complaints. Townees far more often indicate a
long working day, and irregular holidays and vacations as
the main disadvantages of their job.

The experience of labor migration is now playing an
important role in building young people’s character. Among
young rural residents who have worked abroad, there are
2.5 times as many who tend to solve problems on their
own instead of turning to friends and relatives for help. A
long stay abroad also reflects on the life philosophy of
young Ukrainian citizens. During the presidential elections,
young Ukrainians working in Russia supported those
politicians who favored Ukraine’s integration with the SES
and full- fledged CIS membership. Conversely, those who
worked in Western and Central Europe cast their votes for
the politician who advocated integration with the EU and
NATO membership. These attitudes are typical of former
labor migrants from both the countryside and the city. Young
people who work outside their permanent place of residence
mostly live in Kyiv, Chernihiv, and Zhytomyr oblasts. They
mostly obtain employment in Kyiv, where so-called
“pendulum migrants” usually work in the transport, civil
construction and health-care sectors, and perform lower-
skilled jobs in comparison to Kyivans.

Can the countryside be made economically and
socially attractive for today’s youth? Researchers do not
advise equating the rural population with agricultural
producers, for this is a far broader notion. Increasing numbers
of rural residents are engaged in all kinds of activities: they
work in industry, civil construction, transport, and the service
sector. Today, the countryside attracts many as a habitat -
in other words, deurbanization is underway. Industrial
progress is reducing the number of farmers in this country
because the countryside means not only farming but also
roads, water and gas supply lines, sewage systems,
telecommunications, medicine, education, consumer services,
and small-scale business. Therefore researchers think the
state should be pursuing a policy of active market-economy
transformation of the agrarian sector. Now that the economy
of Ukraine is gradually developing (in the countryside, too),
when society has seen burgeoning optimism, it is crucial for
as many young people as possible to spearhead these
transformations. Experts believe that creating proper
educational opportunities for rural youth should be the basic
element of the government’s policy toward young people.
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Knowledge of Our Past is a Road to Successful Future...

The Poisonous Fruits of Hatred

“Population exchange”

A historian is neither a judge nor a prosecutor, just
a biased chronicler of the past. Yet professional documented
chronicles can and must serve to restore historical memory
and help governments and honest politicians pursue a con-
structive policy. This is precisely what the half a million Ukrai-
nians whom the totalitarian regimes of the USSR and Po-
land forcibly deported from Poland to Soviet Ukraine in
1944-1951 are demanding today.

The new architects of postwar Europe were very
well aware of the Ukrainian national liberation movement
or, to use their notorious term, Ukrainian separatism. Oddly
enough, the geopolitical situation in Central and Eastern
Europe in 1944 was such that deportation of socially active
Western Ukrainians was to the benefit of both the Lon-
don-based Polish government in exile and the USSR, with
its communist client-state in Poland. The Mykolajczyk gov-
ernment in exile sought to restore the Second Rzeczpospolita
within the borders that had existed between the two World
Wars. The pro-Soviet Polish National Liberation Committee,
formed in July 1944 in Moscow with Stalin’s approval and
‘educated’ in the Moscow suburb of Barvikha, viewed the
deportation of Western Ukrainians as a tool to ensure sta-
bility for a new monoethnic state.

Unfortunately, the US and British governments
agreed to the “exchange of populations,” including the
transfer of Ukrainians and Poles, because they still consid-
ered Poland a sphere of their geopolitical interests. The
Kremlin in turn tried to suppress, by way of deportations, a
powerful bulwark of Ukrainian national liberation move-
ment in the Carpathians, spearheaded by the exhausted
but unvanquished Ukrainian Insurgent Army, the UPA. To
execute this sinister plan, Stalin attempted to use the obe-
dient Poles. On July 27, 1944, while the Red Army was
stationed on the banks of the Sian River, the leader of the
Polish National Liberation Committee signed a secret agree-
ment in Moscow about the Soviet-Polish border along the
“Curzon line.” The Poles even managed to cajole the dicta-
tor into ceding them quite a large territory east of this line,
including the erstwhile princely cities of Peremyshl (Przemysl),
Yaroslav (Jaroslaw), and Kholm (Chelm). As early as Sep-
tember 9 this same Polish committee signed an agreement
in Lublin with Soviet Ukraine’s government on evacuating
the Ukrainian population from the territory of Poland, and
Polish nationals from Ukraine. Clearly, this accord was signed

By Mykola LYTVYN, Doctor of History,
department chair, |. Krypiakevych Institute
of Ukrainian Studies, Academy of Sciences of Ukraine

[

in the mirror of historical facts

under the Kremlin’s watchful eye. The contracting parties
undertook to evacuate from October 15, 1944, until Febru-
ary 1, 1945, “all ethnic Ukrainians, Belarusians, Russians, and
Ruthenians residing in the Chelm, Hrubieszow, Lubaczow,
Jaroslaw, Przemysl, Liskow, Zamosc, Krasnystaw, Bilgoraj,
Wlodawa districts and other areas of Poland.” This was
followed by the cynical statement, “The evacuation being
voluntary, no direct or indirect coercion shall be applied.
The evacuees are free to express their wish both orally and
in writing.” Yet the harsh reality of the so-called evacuation
eclipsed the “voluntary nature” of the action and entailed
mass-scale compulsory deportations of Ukrainians from such
ancient Ukrainian lands as the Sian, Kholm and Lemko re-
gions. Eastern Halychyna and Volyn Poles were also forc-
ibly resettled to German ethnic territories.

Today, researchers single out several stages of the
1944-1951 deportations. During the first stage (October 15-
December 31, 1944), the resettlement of a small number
of exhausted people bore some semblance of voluntariness.
Yet the oncoming winter practically put an end to depar-
ture requests from northern Zakerzonnia (“beyond the
Curzon line”), while the southern districts ignored the ac-
tion altogether. Then, in response to Polish underground
terror and by force of military circumstances and abuses
on the part of the Polish authorities, who would close Ukrai-
nian schools and transfer churches to the Roman Catho-
lics, 28,589 people left for Ukraine. The then leader of
Soviet Ukraine, Nikita Khrushchev, failed to implement the
idea of establishing a separate Kholm oblast in Ukraine. As
is known, many requests of Ukrainians who were living
beyond the Sian to incorporate their lands into Ukraine
have been preserved in archives.

The second stage of the deportations (January 1-
August 31, 1945) was timed to coincide with the advance
of the Red Army, which occupied the Sian and Lemko re-
gions. This time, the people slated to leave were the Ukrai-
nians whose houses and property had been destroyed during
the hostilities against the Germans in the Lupkow and Duplian
passes and as a result of forays by the Polish underground.
Nevertheless, requests for resettlement in Soviet Ukraine
practically came to a halt in the summer of 1945. Desperate
people fled to the woods and re-formed guerrilla units,
while many youths were mobilized into the Red Army. Some
families sought help from Roman Catholic churchmen and
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Knowledge of Our Past is a Road to Successful Future...

the administration of the Polish schools that their children
were forced to attend. Many people lodged protests at the
time, for example, the residents of the village of Glomcza:
“..0ur homeland is here, and we are not going to leave. We
think the Ukrainian border should extend as far as Krynica.”
There were also other cries of desperation from Lemko resi-
dents: “If the Soviet Union does not want our land, then it
does not want us, so leave us alone.”

As these Ukrainian acts of protest were foiling the
evacuation plans, the 3rd, 8th, and 9th Infantry Divisions of
the Polish Army marched into the Liskow, Przemysl, Lubaczow
and Jaroslaw districts to help the local authorities clear the
frontier of so- called “Ukrainian nationalists.” Thus, the use
of Polish troops signaled the third stage of deportations
(81,806 people) which lasted, by and large, from September
1 to March 1946. The Polish troops in conjunction with some
NKVD units deported most of the Ukrainians from Nadsiannia.
The slow pace of deportations in the Liskow, Lubaczow and
Sianoc districts triggered reprisals by UPA-West. The Ukrai-
nian insurgents destroyed communications, fomented pro-
tests against the resettlement, and hampered the work of
the evacuation commissions. To prevent Polish repatriates
from settling in the depopulated Ukrainian villages, the UPA
often burned these villages down. Among those who coura-
geously defended the frontier from the terror of the au-
thorities and troops were the companies of Burlaka,
Hromenko, Krylach and Lastivka, mostly manned by local
residents. Attempts were also made, without apparent suc-
cess, to make peace with the Armia Krajowa command. At
the fourth and final stage, the deportation of Ukrainians to
Soviet Ukraine assumed the nature of ethnic cleansing, a
fact that Polish officials still do not always accept. In the
second half of 1945 and also in 1946, the Communist gov-
ernment of Poland had no scruples about organizing a new
“pacification,” burning dozens of Ukrainian villages and ter-
rorizing peaceful residents on the principle of collective re-
sponsibility. This forced desperate peasants to leave behind
their property and cross the Polish-Soviet border en masse -
illegally, without documents. Many fled to Slovakia and then

A UKRAINIAN FAMILY DEPORTED DURING OPERA-
TION VISTULA. THE LATE 1940s

PHOTO FROM THE BOOK UKRAINE AND THE POLISH COMMUNITY IN
VOLYN. 1939-1945 BY W. AND E. SEMASZKO (WARSAW)

to Germany or into Poland’s hinterland.

The fourth stage saw 154,000 people deported to
the east. On the whole, the Polish totalitarian government
deported about 482,000 Ukrainians in 1944-1946. Apart
from ordinary citizens, about 300 priests were also forcibly
deported to Soviet Ukraine. The Polish government inter-
preted the arrest and deportation to the USSR of Przemysl
bishop Josaphat Kotsylovsky as the abolition of the Przemysl
Diocese. By 1947 there was not a single Greek Catholic
church left in Przemysl. In 1947-1949 the state nationalized
the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church’s property, with many
premises being leased out to the Roman Catholic Church.
The overwhelming majority of deportees settled in the
western regions, and a third of them were moved to the
eastern and southern parts of Soviet Ukraine. However,
secret documents of the Soviet security forces say that the
flight of “those from behind the Curzon line” from the
east to the west of Poland, where individual farming pre-
vailed, was of a hasty and mass- scale nature. This is why
the Council of People’s Commissars of Soviet Ukraine re-
solved on October 16, 1945, to ban resettlement in Ukraine’s
western regions. Yet the deportees continued to be settled
without permission in Ternopil, Drohobych, Lviv and Volyn
oblasts.

Finally, the Polish government’s Operation Vistula
(Akcja Wisla) in 1947, when at least 150,000 Ukrainians
were deported to northern Poland, concluded ethnic cleans-
ing in the eastern frontier. In the course of pre- planned
ethnic cleansing of the frontier, the two totalitarian re-
gimes repeatedly revised the interstate border. For instance,
during the new demarcations of the Polish-Ukrainian bor-
der in 1945-1948, Soviet Ukraine and Poland obtained 18.9
sg. km. and 20.5 sq. km., respectively. Under the Soviet-
Polish treaty of February 15, 1951, Poland received another
480 sg. km. of Drohobych oblast and Ukraine, a same-
sized area of Lublin voivodship. Clearly, the repressions
against and the deportations of the Ukrainians exposed
the anti-people nature of the totalitarian regimes of Com-
munist Poland and the USSR. The Soviet government failed
to fulfill its commitments to provide the deportees with
logistical support. Only 56% of resettled households were
compensated for the property they left behind in Poland.
Sadly, the plans of Warsaw and Moscow reflected the
interests of the government, not the people.

For decades the deported Ukrainians remained a
socially unprotected and psychologically vulnerable part of
postwar Soviet society. Today the settlers hope that the
government of the new Ukraine, and in the long run of
post-Communist Poland, will fully share the pain and trag-
edy of the hundreds of Ukrainians who were born in the
western-most Ukrainian lands and are now advocating the
current cause of Ukraine by word and deed. Victims of the
totalitarian regime are demanding a political appraisal of
these past shameful misdeeds as well as material compen-
sation for the damage done to their families.
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Our dally life..

Stephanie Swindle
President, St. Matrona Ladies Society

St. Matrona
Ladies Society
Holds
Cookie Walk

The St. Matrona Ladies Society of Carnegie held
a Cookie Walk fundraiser on December 9, 2004. The
event called for the ladies of the Society to bake at
least 10 dozen of their best cookies. A participant in the
Cookie Walk would be given a box and then walk among
the displayed cookies, making their selections. The box
would then be weighed and payment made per pound.
With the parish still trying to recover from the September
flood that hit the Carnegie area, this was quite an
undertaking. The church hall needed much work to
make it ready for the public. The hall became semi-
functioning again thanks to the volunteers who put up
temporary doors and kitchen lights and scraped the
walls. It was the first time that many parishioners had
even been to the first level of the church hall since the
flood.

As word of this fundraiser spread throughout
the local community, the event grew each day. Not
only were other parishioners volunteering to bake, but
also relatives, neighbors, friends and after being featured
in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette newspaper with an article
on the front page of the Food Section with 2 pictures,
and 2 members interviewed on a local radio talk show,
local businesses and total strangers stepped forward to
make donations.

Over 100 varieties of cookies were donated for
the event totaling over 12,000 cookies. Thanks to the
overwhelming support of the Pittsburgh area, all cookies
were sold in a little over 2 hours. Also the cookbook

o

i
2

Icon of
St. Matrona

Iconographer -
Michael Kapeluck

published by the Society sold out and is now in its second
printing.

Due to the success of the event, St, Matrona
Ladies Society was able to donate $1,395 for 100 new
chairs for the church hall, $160 for 2 new tables (One
table is in honor of the present members of St. Matrona
Society and the other table is donated in Blessed Memory
of all the past Sisterhood members.), purchase new
table clothes for all the new hall tables, and begin work
on converting a storage area in the balcony of the church
hall to a functioning church office.

Sts. Peter and Paul church in Carnegie, PA
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UKRAINE
1933:
A COOKBOOK

Linocuts
by Mykola Bondarenko ,
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From early child-
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| C aeoéinoda Néérea

hood on Mykola Bonda- [ 1 T 20aééTae+ 8paea neo-
. * ek o - - | |

renko loved to listen to the UKRAINE 19232: | bave STCITA'E 10a0@es

old people reminiscing TOT €00y 14 fae’ 6 1e16-

about village life in the olden ET10. ATETA &'T a1 a3aany

days. Having learned about
the famine, he attempted
to reproduce it graphically,
but was not satisfied with
the few sketches he made.
The artist wished to tell
about this tragedy in his
own, different way. He con-
sidered the fact, that al-
though entire families and
entire villages were annihi-
lated by the famine, some individuals managed to sur-
vive. What was it that helped them defy death by
hunger while next to them their relatives and friends
perished?

He went around questioning the old-timers who
told him about their unbelievable “menu”. And so the
idea was born in the artist's head to portray not the
emaciated peasants, but rather the “food” which they
were forced to ingest in order to survive.

This unique art catalog of linocuts is available
for a donation of $15.

Proceeds go the Patriarch Mstyslav Museum
Fund.

A great bilingual educational tool about the 1932-
1933 Famine in Ukraine.

A COOKBOOK |

LWcEs .'F!IJ;' Miyroia By

HH0ATR0E 6 46A0HTTIO
Ta8pieo, a8d ®TA&T ¢
T2:8682 T4 1% CA&TAT-
siTeoe. ET106 610617y T1-
AaToi0 3T¢ITaMmoe a7
0BATAE'D. G BUTAT TEATAHO
GoaTETee BTCH'0ETA0AAA
TOT 04, OT A14800 0T&’

aeértogbdaaéa otaeie
Tadlu o fidea, aed =
4400T * 4éxea. Ca 8adoiTée
<TAT (1 04 AA3ETiy, éTée TToya TTiedace o1
oTae= oa nontae?

OTe TO& 40Al-y&'é TaaTa OTCIe00aad ToT 64
noadTeee’d, Y& dTCITaaaee éT10 T80T «i1afp», 4 yéa
236T TTA'0R0E. 08T +&TT1 120084 A4a8THY cTacoe
8ép~+ AT oTca'ycai Ty TdTacd1 e - &'T aed'wea ¢iada-
®a0e Ta A8daé aefifacaied ATETATT faeyT, a 0 «8ad+»,

Y& aTie aéio0@ai’ adée NrTeeadaoe, UTA déxéoe.
04é 61'eaciTeé cavaeTa & 1Toera, T TeTaéT-
Te00 damap+ed aiwd TOT +aie ATETATITOO 1932-
1933, 17404 1064440 ca TTead0ad a fidi’ $15.
TTxdd0ae Tdecia+ai fa 16caé . Taodyaoa
Thoeneada.
AaTiTareé Tad+aeiTeé TTaTee TOT Ee6TE00Y
A8BeeTaT ATETATITO0 4 0803, 1 1932-1933 &TEA.

Available from:

Toea4aé0d a édai 1eos

St. Andrew Church Goods and Bookstore
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of USA
135 Davidson Ave.
Somerset, NJ 08873
Tel: (732) 356-0090 Fax: (732) 356-5556

For additional albums or to inquire about the collection, or to sponsor an exhibit,
please call Natalia at Office of Cultural Affairs at (732) 356-0090.
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) Donations 10/20/2004 - 01/30/2005
Donations
to the Museum in So. Bound Brook, NJ $20.00 L Zura, V. Gluch, I. Bojko-Paar, L Hajdar, H. Wyhinny.
$2,000.00 The Garber Foundation. $15.00 O. Radysh. ) _
$500.00 St. Mary’s Protectress Sisterhood, South $10.00 O. Roshetsky, H. Stepanenko, L. Dijak, T. Potienko,
Bound Brook, NJ. E. Pohotsky, L. Pochtar, P. Chalawa, H. Hawryluk, S. F. Korniuk.
$415.00 M. N. Mirchuk. $5.00 A. Olijnyk, V. Schram.
$100.00 M. Kasianchuk, V. Solanyk, A. Craig, T. Roz-

hin, D. M. Chromowsky and M. Melenka in memory of Domka
Melenka, St. Mary’s Protectress Sisterhood, Irvington, NJ, in
memory of Domka Melenka.

$92.00 L. A. Mirchuk.

$80.00 L. Hajdar.

$75.00 A. Brynowsky.

$50.00 V. Kuzmycz, T. Kmeta, DDS, N. G. Siwolop,

A. J. Cherney, W. Y. Bilinsky, N. linytzkyj, H. Pavlosky, Rev. M.
Kudanovych, O. Myron Resie, MD, St. Mary'’s Sisterhood, Utica, NY.

$40.00 A. Semi, L. A. Mirchuk in memory of Mykola
Boyczuk, D. Vytvytsky.

$30.00 L. Zura.

$25.00 Rev. G. O. Bazylevsky, O. Antochy, T.

Potienko, I. H. Korhun, Z. Illuk, E. G. Czumak, N. Czeczulin, S.
Zabrocky in memory of wife Inna, V. Ortynsky, St. Mary’s
Sisterhood, Rochester, NY, St. Mary’s Protectress Sisterhood,

Irvington, NJ.
$20.00 V. Andree, L Dijak, E. Pohotsky, V. Schram, Z Lucenko.
$15.00 K. Hucul, H. Stepanenko, |. Bojko-Paar, V. Dejneka.
$10.00 M. Panczenko, O. Radysh.
$5.00 A. Olijnyk.

< -2 5

Donations to the Museum in So. Bound
Brook, NJ in Memory of Dora Wenher

$100.00 Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox Church,
Irvington, NJ, N. M. Mirchuk, M. I. Mnischenko.

$50.00 A. Andriuk, J. H. Halij.

$25.00 St. Mary’s Protectress Sisterhood, So. Bound
Brook, NJ, C. Krause, L. Krause, L. J. Towarnycky.

$20.00 M. Larkin, M. H. Romaniw, P. K. Venher, L. M. Hajdar.
$10.00 J. Bilewicz, K. Hucul, L. Shevchenko, N.
Sokolowsky, M. Griatzky, A. Belimenko.

$6.00 Chernecka.

$5.00 T. Maciyowska, K. Larkin, Endyk.

= 38 =

Donations to the “Vira” Press Fund

<= =

$100.00 The Garber Foundation, O. G. Krywolap, H.
Berovetz, K. Korol and N. How in memory of daughter and
mother Orysia Korol-How.

$50.00 Rev. W. Wronskyj, St. Sophia Sisterhood,
Bloomingdale, IL, V. C. Solanyk, N. Sokolowska, V. Kuzmycz,
T. Garbus, St. Mary’s Sisterhood, Utica, NY.

$30.00 H. Hrushetsky, E. Hromnycky.

$25.00 St. Mary’s Protectress Sisterhood, Irvington,
NJ, M. Panczenko, V. Presko, H. Prytula, A. I. Cherney, St.
Mary’s Sisterhood, Rochester, NY, P. Odarchenko, W.
Gusakowsky, Lt. Col. Stephen P. Hallick, Jr.

== =
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Donations for Subscriptions to “Vira” in Ukraine

$350.00 H. Wyhinny.
$50.00 H. Hrushetsky.
$25.00 H. Hawryluk, O. Matula.
— 363 >

Donations to Scholarship Fund -
Family Kuzmycz and Jaroslava Sydorak

$750.00 Ksenia Kuzmycz.
$200.00 V. Kuzmycz.
$150.00 O. G. Krywolap.
<= 333 =—>

Donations to Scholarship Fund

$900.00 The Garber Foundation.

$100.00 A. G. Petrenko, N. Sokolowsky, H. Wyhinny,
St. Olha Sisterhood, Silver Spring, MD, in honor of Olenka
Matula’s birthday.

$50.00 St. Mary’s Sisterhood, Utica, NY, E. O. Matula
in memory of godfather Petro Kramarenko, S. Petrusha.
$25.00 I. P. Stratienko. O. Antochy, V. Presko, H.
Prytula, A. J. Cherney, St. Mary’s Sisterhood, Rochester, NY.
$20.00 L. Zura.

$15.00 I. Bojko-Paar, T. Potienko, M. Panczenko.
$10.00 V. Schram, L. Dijak, E. Pohotsky, S. F. Korniuk,
H. Stepanenko.
$5.00 A. Olijnyk.

e 3633s =

Donations to the Fund for Charity in Ukraine

$5,800.00 The Maria Gonzales Trust.

$2,000.00 The Garber Foundation.

$500.00 V. Limonczenko.

$340.00 St. John the Baptist Parish, Johnson City, NY.
$250.00 S. V. Bilinsky.

$100.00 St. Olha Sisterhood Silver Spring, MD in honor

of Olenka Matula’s birthday, N. Demydowycz in memory of
husband Pawlo Demydowycz.

$50.00 Rev. W. Wronsky, St. Sophia Sisterhood,
Bloomington, IL, S. Skop, V. Kuzmycz, Dr. S. Bilobron, St. Mary’s
Sisterhood, Utica, NY.

$25.00 O. Antochy, St. Mary’s Protectress Sisterhood,
Irvington, NJ, V. Presko, H. Prytula, A. J. Cherney, St. Mary’s
Sisterhood, Rochester, NY, |. H. Korhun, Z. llluk, A. Mychaluk,
E. G.Czumak, Lt. Col. Stephen P. Hallick, Jr.

> $20.00 O. Roshetsky.
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Donations 10/20/2004 - 01/30/2005

$17.00 H. Wyhinny.
$15.00 . Bojko-Paar, V. Dejneka, T. Potienko, M. Panczenko.
$10.00 L. Zura, H. Stepanenko, E. Pohotsky, L. Dijak,

S. F. Korniuk, S. Barusewycz, V. Schram.
$5.00 A. Olijnyk.

>3 =

Donations to the UUOSisterhoods Fund

$50.00 V. Kuzmycz, Dr. S. Bilobron, H. Berovetz.
$30.00 V. Miro.
$25.00 W. Bohdaniw, E. G. Czumak, V. Presko, H.

Prytula, St. Mary’s Sisterhood, Rochester, NY, St. Mary’s
Protectress, Irvington, NJ.

$20.00 L. Zura, H. Wyhinny.

$15.00 I. Bojko-Paar.

$10.00 E. Pohotsky, M. Panczenko, S. F. Korniuk.
$5.00 V. Schram, A. Olijnyk.

>3 =

Donation to the Patriarch Dimitri Scholarship
Fund in Ukraine

$50.00 Lt. Col. Stephen P. Hallick, Jr.

It is time
to renew your subscription
of “VIRA-FAITH”
for 2005-2006!

The National Board and the Editorial Staff
hope you will continue to support us by your
donations and gift subscriptions.

Remember, “VIRA” can be
a great gift to those
who are intrested in our past, present
and with God'’s blessing future.

If you would like to subscibe
to our publication,
please send your information
to the administration office of VIRA
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L_earn What They Live

If a child lives with criticism,

He learns to condemn.
If a child lives with hostility,

He learns to fight.
If a child lives with ridicule,

X He learns to be shy.
188, If a child lives with shame,
v He learns to feel guilty.
Tl If a child lives with tolerance,
i RAL He learns to be patient.
f/ / If a child lives with encouragement,
id He learns confidence.
i If a child lives with praise,

\ \\ He learns to appreciate.
If a child lives with fairness,
He learns justice.
If a child lives with security,
He learns to have faith.
If a child lives with approval,
He learns to like himself.
If a child lives with acceptance, and friendship,
He learns to find love in the world.

Dorothy Law Nolte
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